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My Report this      year must start with reference to 
the death on 26th of May 2014 of Chris Webber. The 
loss of his commitment and enthusiasm for all things 

Lampeter will be sorely felt. As Society Assistant Treasurer he 
was responsible for bringing order to the hitherto rather chaotic 
Society finances, working closely with the TSD Finance 
team. Chris had also recently completed an MA in Church 
History at Lampeter, and was keenly involved in highlighting 
the College's central role in the 
development of Rugby in Wales, 
leading to discussions with the Welsh 
Rugby Union to celebrate the 150th 
Anniversary of the commencement 
of Rugby in Wales. Chris combined 
all of this with many, many other 
interests. His funeral in Cirencester, 
attended by representatives from 
the Society saw Cirencester's very 
large Parish Church packed with 
mourners saying farewell to a very 
popular and inspiring friend.
 
The Business Committee of the 
Society has met regularly, usually 
at the Celtic Manor near Newport 
which is fairly central for the far 
flung committee members. We have continued our work 
providing help to the University and students in Lampeter: our 
grants to the Chapel and to the Library have been maintained, 
with other one-off donations being considered for projects such 
as the development of a Classics Reading Room in memory 
of the late Tony Brothers.  The 2014 Lampeter Society prize 
for Archaeology was awarded to Dale Noble.  The same 
student was also awarded John Ward’s (grad. 1981, a long-time 
member of the Society) prize for Ancient History. Dale was 
a mature student who was accepted by the University on the 
basis of his personal statement and the commitment he showed.  
He achieved a First Class degree.  The Society’s IT prize was 
not awarded as there is no longer any undergraduate IT course 
at Lampeter.  We are therefore, at the suggestion of UWTSD, 
considering whether to select one of the new courses now 
offered as a candidate for a prize.
 
Lampeter Society support to the Students' Union also continued. 
Flora McNerney, the President of the SU, has been in touch 
with the committee seeking photographs of the College in 
Lampeter in years past to create a display in the SU. Our Chair, 
Rachel Whitty, as a Trustee of the SU has worked closely with 
Flora through a particularly difficult period for TSD Students’ 
Unions. I say Unions in the plural because it now appears it has 
been recognised that each campus has its own unique identity 
whilst being part of a whole.
 
John Loaring, Society Secretary, has been instrumental in 
bringing together the Welsh Rugby Union and representatives 
of the University to celebrate the 150th Anniversary of the first 
Rugby match played in Wales. We would hope to capitalise on 

this to create some positive publicity for the University, and 
the Lampeter Campus in particular. Proposals have been put 
forward that this event might be marked by an addition to the 
town name boards on roads into Lampeter highlighting the 
fact of Lampeter being the birthplace of Welsh Rugby. The 
Society might well consider erecting a plaque on campus to 
commemorate the event. Perhaps we might see a University v 
Representative Wales 15 match to mirror the 100th Anniversary 

game in 1965: some of you might 
recall that last year's Reunion 
Guest Speaker, Lord Griffiths, 
mentioned that he, as a lecturer, 
had played in the College team 
on that occasion.
 
Some thought has been given 
by the Committee to providing 
a digital portrait of George IV 
to hang in College to balance 
the portrait of Bishop Burgess. 
It has been pointed out that the 
King's donation of £1000 was 
the largest individual donation 
made when the College was 
founded, and that briefly it had 
been suggested that the College 

should be known as King’s College. Permission will be sought 
to copy a portrait in the Royal Collection.  
 
It appears that the Lampeter Landscape project has got 
underway at last. At the 2014 Reunion we could see that the area 
had been fenced off, more recently I have received photographs 
from Hywell Griffiths showing the bulldozers in action as the 
surfaces of the Tennis Courts and the all-weather pitch were 
being removed. I gather that trees have been purchased so that 
by Reunion 2015 everything should be in place. It is to be hoped 
that some form of explanatory notice is clearly visible which 
draws attention to the contributions provided by the Society, 
and separately by individual Society members.  
 
The Annual Society Reunion took place in July 2014. This will 
be dealt with elsewhere in this edition of the Link but from 
my perspective it was a particularly successful occasion. Canon 
William Price preached at the Commemoration Service and 
brilliantly linked his sermon with the First World War while 
Les Griffiths provided a really masterful address at the Dinner. 
 
Finally, I would like to congratulate Pushka Evans and Mick 
Manson for producing another entertaining and informative 
copy of the Link. Thanks, too, to all contributors.
 
Peter Bosley
Vice Chair, Lampeter Society (grad. 1967).
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POINTS OF NOTE:

•  Students’ 50th Anniversary
  – page 7

•    Landscaping begins – page 21   

•  Rev. Maldwyn Lloyd Jones 
   – page 24

      

LAMPETER SOCIETY ANNUAL REPORT 2014 



Page 4 Issue 68

Saturday 19th July 2014
Lampeter Campus, University of Wales, Trinity Saint 
David

 
Present: Peter Bosley(Vice Chair),  Robert McCloy, Patrick 
Ridgwell, Ronald Lloyd, Malcolm Foy, Anthea Foy( Nee 
Bloomer), Alan Fairhurst, Christine Fairhurst, Noel Hughes, 
Tricia Hughes, John Pascoe, Nevil Williams, John Bloomfield, 
Margaret McCloy, Caroline Lewis, Ajarn Sulak, Pichai Tangsin, 
Adrian Gaunt, Alston Kennerley, Leslie Griffiths, Frances 
(Pushka) Evans, Mike (Barley) Evans, Bill Fillery, Richard 
Haslam, Martyn Rogers, Graham Canham, Kevin McSharry, 
Brendan McSharry, Kevin Gilbride. Martine Waltho, Patrick 
McSharry, Charlotte Hobbs, Owen Jeffrey, Bill Kenwright, 
Cerian Leadbeter, John Ward, John Morrison-Wells, Miriyan 
Mirjam Plantiga(UWTSD), Bethan Morgan (UWTSD). Flora 
McNerney(UWTSD).
 
Peter Bosley announced that Society member Toby Whitty had 
undergone surgery on Friday and our Chair Rachel was at home 
with him. The meeting sent very best wishes to Toby.
 
 1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.  Rachel Whitty, 
Toby Whitty, Richard Fenwick, Maldwyn Lloyd Jones, Roger 
Brown, John Loaring.
 
 2. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS AGM, held on 
20th July 2013. These had been published in The Link and 
included in the Reunion Welcome Pack and were accepted as a 
true record.
Proposed by Bob McCloy; Seconded by Pushka Evans.
 
 2.1 MATTERS ARISING

Pushka Evans reported that a  First Aid Pack was at reception, 
in case of need.
Bill Fillery announced that there was still some vintage crested 
crockery available, cups but alas no saucers - at 50p per item.
John Pascoe asked if there were any further souvenirs for sale. 
Dr. Plantinga undertook to investigate and if so to place them 
in  the Arts Hall for attendees to see before the Annual Dinner.
 
       3. CHAIR'S REPORT.
 
Peter drew attention to the Handout prepared for the meeting.  
He spoke of everyone's sorrow at the passing of Chris Webber 
our Treasurer. Chris had re-organised the Society's finances and 
put everything on a sound footing after a time of confusion. 
Thought was being given to a successor.  
2015 was to be the 150th anniversary of the Welsh Rugby 
Union of which Lampeter was a founder member. Leslie 
Griffiths remarked that he had played in the match to celebrate 
the centenary.  
It had been suggested that a digital copy should be made for 
the Lampeter campus of the portrait of King George IV in 
the National Portrait Gallery, not only to mark King George’s 
£1000 donation to the institution but also as a memorial to Tony 
Brothers. Dr Plantinga said that a Reading Room was being 
established in his name for the nurturing of future classicists.
The number of subscribing members of the Society had risen.  
An appeal had been made for the restoring of some precious 
books at the National Library.  The Roderic Bowen Archive and 
Library would be open from 2.00pm -3.00pm so that Society 
members could visit the WWI exhibition material and also see 
the original College Charter.
Adrian Gaunt thanked the Business Committee for their work, 
the meeting endorsed his thanks.
 
 4. UPDATE ON UWTSD

 
Dr Mirjam Plantinga gave a presentation on recent 
developments at UWTSD, especially at the Lampeter campus. 
She showed a film of the University and an excellent booklet 
THE LAMPETER DIFFERENCE. This had been prepared 
by students to explain the ethos and values of Lampeter, 
emphasizing the student's own potential and development as 
a person. It stressed the close knit community and spoke of 
Lampeter as a wonderful place.
 The new Post Graduate Prospectus had just been published 
and also a North American Prospectus. There were a number 
of North American students, 14 from Canada in the final year.
Numbers for 2013/2014 had kept up.  200-220 students were 
expected in 2014-2015 giving a total of 750/800 students plus 
distant learners.  An analysis had been undertaken of where 
students had come from. Recruiting was taken very seriously. 
The entire portfolio had been re-validated this year.  92% 
of students who had left the previous year were in work or 
education.
There was a strategic plan for the Roderic Bowen Archive and 
Library to raise its profile in teaching and research.
An Award had been made for  Nautical Archeology . Two 
doctoral students had worked for three years on a World War 
Two ‘plane in the sea at Harlech. 
The Lampeter Museum had opened in the old Porters’ Lodge.  
Grateful thanks were expressed to Dr Plantinga for her 
presentation and best wishes expressed for the new academic 
year.
  
 5. UPDATE ON STUDENTS’ UNION.
 
Flora McNerney the President of the Students’ Union reported 
on a roller coaster year. Relationships had been repaired with 
UWSTD and trust restored on this campus. There was concern 
that the SU had come close to bankruptcy and closure. In 
December Scott Temple-Farmer, consultant management team, 
aided the restoration. A new constitution was accepted with 
new business and staff structures and the SU had become a 
limited company. There was a new CEO, Damian James , and 
a new structure for each campus. There was a CEO/ campus 
manager, an education and activities manager and a company 
to run events. Each campus was to have a President and Vice-
President and a Group President. The Students’ Union had been 
redecorated.
For the 2014/2015 year there was to be some research on 
students’ experience and development with sports teams. It was 
hoped to hold some debates in preparation for the 2015 General 
Election.
Thanks were expressed to Flora and best wishes for the new 
year.
 
 6.  RATIFICATION OF OFFICERS.
 
The Officers of the Business Committee were re-elected by 
acclaim!
  
 7.  ANY OTHER BUSINESS.
 
Bob McCloy introduced his friend and fellow Lampeter 
contemporary Dr Ajarn Sulak Sivaraksa from Thailand and 
Siam who addressed the meeting.
 Martyn Rogers asked where the pulpit had gone from the 
Chapel and was advised that it was now in the library.
 John Ward pointed out that 2022 would see the bi-centenary of 
the Society and that thought should be given in good time as to 
how best to commemorate this anniversary.
Bill Fillery said that we should honour Bishop Richard Fenwick 
for all his work with the Society and the University. It was 
suggested he should be made a Vice President.

THE LAMPETER SOCIETY: MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
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Bill said he had some copies of Dr John Morgan-Guy's sermon at 
the 2013 Commemoration Service for those who wished to have a 
copy. Copies would also be sent to the Chancellor, HRH The Prince 
of Wales, and to the Vice Chancellor.
 Peter Bosley spoke about the Landscape Project and its slow 
progress. He made mention of the notice board by the tennis courts 
indicating that work was on the point of beginning. The Society had 
sent £20,000 to the Project and many members had made individual 
donations. He was concerned that people might not know who or 
what the ‘Burgess Ambassadors’ (who had contributed funds to the 
project) were.
 Sian Rees spoke of the hope to re-open the railway line between 
Carmarthen to Aberystwyth. Pamphlets were available.
 A seating plan for the dinner was available in the foyer of the Arts 
Hall.
 
Raffle tickets would be on sale before the dinner and prizes would be 
drawn afterwards.
 Bill Fillery said there would be croquet available outside the St 
David's Building in the afternoon.

John Morrison-Wells (grad. 1965)

of St David weekly corporate communion. At breakfast I goaded 
Peter Kelsey, a true blue Tory, with the hope that the long reign of 
the Conservatives was over. He said that he wished I had been at 
Morning Prayer in the Chapel because one of the Psalms appointed 
for the sixteenth morning in the Prayer Book began with the words 
“ O God, the heathen are come into thine inheritance” I thought that 
rather good and even ventured  a smile!
 
There was a seminar on The Psalms - a set book -, conducted by Peter 
Morris and Andrew Mackintosh, newly arrived from Cambridge, 
who were both Hebrew specialists. I tried from time to time to 
listen to a radio as more results were declared and there was a time 
when it seemed that Sir Alec Douglas Home, the Prime Minster ( 
he had succeeded Harold Macmillan twelve months before) might 
just hang on to power. The turning point came when Labour won 
the Brighton Kemptown constituency and that ensured  a majority 
of one  over all other parties in the House of Commons. In the end 
there was the slimmest majority of four. Victory was tempered 
with uncertainty as to whether the new government would be able 
to survive when controversial business and new legislation came 
before the House. However, at that moment there was rejoicing!
 
In the Cardiganshire Constituency there was a particular St David's 
College interest as the conservative candidate was none other than 
Dr John Ryder a lecturer in history. Some of us attended one of 
his meetings in the Lampeter Town Hall. Dr Ryder had worked 
for Conservative Central Office and had written speeches for the 
Prime Minister. Before the Second World War he had been in Berlin 
in the British Embassy and was a person of some experience and 
scholarship. An additional note to this is that I studied The Rise of the 
Third Reich as a modern history special topic and his supervisions 
were fascinating and very informative as he had seen some of the 
events first hand. The Liberal Candidate was Roderic Bowen who 
had been the MP for some years, enjoyed a considerable personal 
following and was again returned. Dr Ryder suffered because he did 
not speak Welsh. On his return to the lecture hall he told us we must 
all work for 'greater productivity'.
 
For two hours on the day of the election I did a 'tour of duty' in the 
Lampeter Polling Station collecting poll cards especially from those 
who voted labour. In walked Frankie Newte to cast his vote and was 
somewhat surprised to see me. He was not one to be accused of 
being 'left of centre'.
 
After a few introductory remarks he began to regale me with stories 
of the 1945 Labour Government when the whips thought lots of 
conservative members had left Westminster for home and therefore 
any 10.00p.m. votes would be a  walk over. However, the M.Ps were 
in fact in hiding and when the division bells rang they all appeared 
much to the chagrin of the government ministers hoping to continue 
their reforming zeal. Frankie was most amused by that and would 
often refer to similar matters whenever we met in College.
 
As well as all the political excitement of the day my mother 
celebrated her fiftieth birthday; therefore on this day she would 
have been .............. well a centenarian.
 
It was quite a day and when I finally fell into bed after some 
celebrations in the Black Lion, I found sleep very difficult, too 
many thoughts still rushing around my brain. How different  was 
the eventual outcome of that historic event.
 
John Morrison-Wells (grad. 1965) 

Fifty years ago on this day – 16th October 1964
I have always been fascinated to read such headlines and 
associated columns in the newspapers.  It is salutary to note 

that I am now at an age when I can recall and remember, often 
quite distinctly, the events recorded.
 
On this day Harold Wilson's first Labour Government was elected 
to office. This piece of history occurred during the first week of 
the Michaelmas Term, and this was the beginning of my last year 
at Lampeter, finals loomed ahead and June 1965 did not appear 
to be too far away. It was also the first time I had   voted in a 
parliamentary election. I had used a postal vote and David Clegg, 
we lived in the same constituency( Lichfield and Brownhills), and 
I signed each others’ declarations
 
The evening before several of us were in the Terrapin Lecture Hall, 
where there was a television set, watching the BBC coverage of 
the results as constituencies declared. Alas at midnight the porter 
appeared and demanded we left as it was time for 'Gates'. What a 
disaster! My landlady did not have a television set but across the 
road in New Street lived Richard Fenwick and Kit Windle, and 
their Miss Jones invited us to watch in her sitting room.  It was 
a long night! There were some shocks and surprises, there was a 
Labour lead but there were also many areas where counting would 
not start until the next morning and the results to come would 
favour the conservatives.
 
I managed to stagger to the Chapel at 7.40a.m. for the Society 

RECOLLECTIONS OF THE 1964 GENERAL 
ELECTION

Hannah Epicheff (grad 2009 and 2012) and Norrie Parmar 
(ex SU President, grad 1973) report that the Boars Head 
dining club and also the Ladies of Shallot are reforming 

with the aim of holding one dinner per term.  Any past members 
who would like to reconnect with the clubs are welcome to contact 
them via Norrie on 07733397833.  (What about additional old clubs 
such as Whore’s Bed and the Maenads ask some other Society 
members???)  Another piece of news is that apparently a further 
University Challenge sortie is also on the cards!

RETURN OF OLD STUDENT CLUBS



Page 6 Issue 68

As mentioned in the Society’s 2014 annual report above, 
this year marks the 150th anniversary of  the first rugby 
match to be played in Wales.  John Loaring, Lampeter 

Society Secretary, took up the work on this subject which the late 
Chris Webber had begun and his efforts brought together the Welsh 
Rugby Union and representatives of the University with a view to 
considering how best to celebrate the 150th Anniversary of the first 
Rugby match played in Wales. He met representatives of the WRU 
at the Millennium Stadium in Cardiff; also present were Randolph 
Thomas, for the campus, and Selwyn Walters, representing Lampeter 
Town.  A working party, chaired by Selwyn Walters, was set up to 
formulate plans. Hopefully these deliberations will result in decisions 
not only marking the occasion but also creating positive publicity 
for the University and the Lampeter Campus. Again, as mentioned 
above, a variety of proposals have been made, such as an addition to 
the town name boards on roads into Lampeter (something along the 
lines of “Lampeter – the birthplace of ruby in Wales”); the erection of 

a plaque by the Society to commemorate the event and/or a University 
v Representative Wales 15 match to mirror the 100th Anniversary 
game in 1965.  
 
The Link is aware of 
two players who took 
part in the 1965 match: 
S o c i e t y S e c r e t a r y 
John Loaring, c l o s e l y 
i n v o l v e d with Society 
e f f o r t s to mark 
the 150th anniversary, 
and last y e a r ' s 
R e u n i o n G u e s t 
S p e a k e r , L o r d 
G r i f f i t h s ( w h o , 
a l t h o u g h a lecturer, 
played in the College 
team on that o c c a s i o n ) . 
John Loaring k i n d l y 
p r o v i d e d the photos 
shown here of the 100th 
anniversary programme. 
Are any more of the 
College team out there?
 

RUGBY 150TH ANNIVERSARY

Many readers will recognise the photo of Leno Conti, a father 
figure to generations of Lampeter students.  Some Lampeter 
Society members bumped into him – officially retired but 

still to be seen occasionally at 
Conti’s Café (now run by 
his daughter) –  during the 
course of last year’s Reunion 
weekend.  In conve r sa t ion 
L e n o m e n t i o n e d 
that he and Daphne were 
on the point of celebrating their 
60th wedding anniversary!  

LENO CONTI 

Les Griffiths recalls that he arrived in Lampeter in 1964, aged 22, as 
Assistant Lecturer in English.  He was soon enjoying himself as a 
full member of the College rugby team (also cricket and badminton 
teams) and thus played in the Saint David’s College XV against a 
“Welsh International XV” in November 1965, celebrating the sport’s 
centenary.  Les recalls that Terry Davies, Carwyn James, Barry John, 
Delme Thomas, Derek Quinnell and many other ‘greats’ played.  
 
Les also mentions that “Fields of Praise”, a history of the Welsh Rugby 
Union, was published to celebrate the WRU centenary in 1965.  The 
book recounts the story of the College’s place amongst the founding 
members of the Union.  The College rugby club used to enjoy a quota 
of tickets for international matches on the basis of its having been “in 
at the beginning”.  

Centenary rugby match programme, with many autographs!
Past and present officers of the Union from left to right they 

are:  Rikki Miller, 2011-2012, Mattias Eken, 2012-2013, Flora 
Mcnerny, Welfare Officer, 2013- 2014 and current Student Union 
President, 2014 -2015,  Ali Chahine, Welfare Officer, 2011-2012, 

Norrie 'M.I.S' Parmar, 1972-1973.

STUDENT UNION PRESIDENTS
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Just before the annual Lampeter Reunion last year, John Loaring 
arranged a special 1960s reunion, half a century after attendees had 
attended St David’s College/Coleg Dewi Sant! 

 
He said that one of the highlights was to see, in the Roderic Bowen library, 
the exhibition dedicated to the SDC football team of 1961-1964. He added 
that 5 of the players from that era were in the reunion group and were visibly 
moved by seeing themselves as part of Lampeter history.  Whilst there, they 
signed their names to the exhibit.
 
One of the reunion group, Keith Ainsworth, was inspired to verse – see 
below (slightly bowdlerised as some the original language was a trifle ripe!).
 
                        Such times as these        
                
           We met, a demi-century on
           from student days. What---so long gone?
 
           How SDC had changed in size!
           With parts we couldn't recognise.
 
           From Archaeology to Media studs
           Keen marketing brings in the goods.
 
           Innovative and cutting edge?
           Bloomin’ ‘eck. There's now a crèche!
 
           Oh, archives team of ‘64,
           You're champions for evermore!
 
           We sipped and slurped and reminisced
           Then gulped and glugged and got quite p….
 
           And spoke of memories sweet or grim
           Of "what's 'is name?" or "remember him?"
 
           Of grave misfortunes or blessed luck
           Of lives intense or what-the –f…,
 
           Of goals and scrums and runs galore
           And girls with whom we’d hoped to score,
 
           Of John, convenor, with troubled guts,
           Of golfing 5's Welsh winning putts,
 
           Of Guardian's class or raucous Mail
           Of Topos Trophy and suchlike tales.
 
           With snow-white crown or egg-smooth pate
           Still spritely step or wonky gait,
 
           With wrinkled jowl or spreading girth
           There did we meet. What glorious mirth!
 
           Yes, yes, a demi-century on
           from student days. What---so long gone?

RETURN OF THE 1964 GRADUATES

The Swansea Branch annual dinner is scheduled to take place on 
Friday 7th March 2015, 7:15pm for 8:30pm. The venue is the Private Dining 
Room at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David Swansea campus and 
the cost is £19.95.per head. The closing date for bookings is 21st February.

The speaker this year is Neil Butler, who works at Companies House, having 
graduated at SDUC in the late 1970s. He is from Cardiff and still lives there. 

For further details, and to secure a place, readers are invited to contact 
Swansea Convenor Steffan ap Dafydd (grad. 1976 and 1991):

LAMPETER SOCIETY SWANSEA BRANCH 
ANNUAL DINNER

DARK DAYS FOR LAMPETER

Following the social upheavals in the wake of the Great War (1914 
- 18), the cordial relations between Town and Gown collapsed 

catastrophically. SDC was obliged to introduce measures to protect 
both itself and its young students, as the photograph above so 

graphically illustrates....

10 Hafod Street
Port Talbot
SA13 1AE
Tel 01639881676
Email steffanap@msn.com

Menu choices:

First Course  
Homemade seasonal soup
Mushrooms with leeks and garlic in a creamy wine sauce with 
toasted Foccia

Main Course
Chicken Breast filled with Leek and Panchetta Stuffing wrapped in 
streaky bacon
Roast Loin of Pork with Apple Sauce and Sage stuffing
a selection of fresh local seasonal vegetables
There are also Vegetarian and Special Diet Options available

Dessert 
Homemade Cheesecake
Orange marmalade Bread and Butter Pudding
and Tea or Coffee with After Dinner Mints

(Cheque - with choices for food - made out to “The Lampeter 
Society, Swansea Branch” Margaret McCloy, 32 Marina Villas, 
Trawler Road, Swansea, SA1 1FZ)
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The cartoon shown here relates to the first time that female 
undergraduates were admitted at Lampeter, in the 1960s…. and 
was clearly drawn long before any 

worries about what might or might not be 
pc!  The be-hatted Teddy Topos character 
was allegedly the College lavatory 
cleaner (but was apparently somewhat 
loosely based on a real-life College 
porter) and appeared on a regular 
basis in the then College publication, 
the Gownsman.  The artist was Alan 
Foster (grad 1967), who also at 
one point penned a firmly tongue-in-
cheek article about the Teddy Topos 
cartoon strips for the Gownsman, 
a l l e g i n g various improbable 
p h i l o s o p h i c a l scenarios behind the 
images, ranging from existentialism to 
egotism …

TEDDY TOPOS

The other day I was pondering  - as one 
sometimes does - my time at Lampeter.  It 
was in the early 1970s, when the institution 

was known as St David’s University College/Coleg 
Prfysgol Dewi Sant.  We were a very small place then, 
with only about 350 undergraduates.
 
It suddenly occurred to me that, without having to rack 
my brains or resort to diaries, I could very easily recall 
at least seven couples, my contemporaries at College, 
who had found each other while at SDUC.  Some 
actually got married at Lampeter, in St Peter’s Church 
or the College Chapel.  Fourteen people seems to me 
to be a not insignificant proportion of the total number 
of students.
 
Is there perhaps something the Lampeter air conducive 
to courtship?  Barley and I met in 1971, got engaged in 
1975 and finally tied the knot in 1977.  We were quite 
tardy compared to others.  Indeed, some got married 
immediately after finals!  I am aware, too, of a number 
of other Lampeter alumni, not my own contemporaries, 
who met on campus and later wed.
 
How many other Lampeter love stories are out there?  
Were the seeds of many more long and successful 
marriages sowed there during undergraduate (or 
indeed post graduate) years?  If readers would care 
to let me know of other couples who met their future 
spouses at Lampeter I’d be interested to see if we could 
include a piece in a future Link to celebrate this side 
of student life!
 
Pushka Evans (grad 1974)
Link Editor

LOVE AT LAMPETER

Another Topos strip: possibly illustrating punishment for hubris?  Teddy looks so pleased with himself for avoiding the 
banana skin, perhaps falling down the open manhole is a judgement for being too smug

LamSoc member Richard Tunstall (1998) drew our 
attention to this ranking site for world universities.  
(see: http://cwur.org/2014/ )Interestingly, UWTSD 
appears in the listing as 64th in the UK and 892 out 
of the 1000 top institutions in the world…!

On a similar vein, TSD gets a “Green Light” rank-
ing when it comes to freedom of speech: http://
www.theguardian.com/education/2015/feb/02/free-
speech-universities-spiked-ban-sombreros

UWTSD WORLD RANKING
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UNIVERSITY OF WALES TRINITY SAINT DAVID
 

Phone: (01570) 424891 E-mail: e.evans@trinitysaintdavid.ac.uk
 

To help us maintain the accuracy of our records please keep this 
form until required and, when you change your address, return it to:

 

 
Emma Evans

University of Wales Trinity Saint David, Lampeter Campus
SA48 7ED 

UK.
 

Name  

Year of graduation  

Old address  

New address  

Post Code  

Email  

 

"
"

"
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" The programme options are all entirely voluntary - please attend as many or as few as you like.  Most events are free and the 
Reunion booking form allows great flexibility as far as the priced items are concerned.

]]]]]]]]]]

Friday 17th July 2015

 
3.00pm – 5.00pm:  Registration in the Cloisters of St David’s Building (OB).  Thereafter keys can be collected from Reception.
 
4.30pm:  Get-together in 1822, outside the Lloyd Thomas Refec.
 
5.00pm:  Evensong, Chapel, OB.

5.20pm: Talk on Lampeter and the Railway with Mike Walker. 

6.00pm:  Reception in the Cloisters.  Free glass of wine and nibbles.  (Please note that although this is a free event, places do need to be 
reserved – see booking form.)
 
7.00pm:  Dinner in Lloyd Thomas Refec.
      

]]]]]]]]]]

Saturday 18th July 2015

 
8.00am:  Bilingual Holy Communion Service, Chapel in OB.
 
8.00am:  Breakfast in Lloyd Thomas Refec.
 
10.00am:  Lampeter Society Annual Commemoration Service in the Chapel.  To mark the event’s special nature please wear your 
academic hoods and gowns. Our preacher this year will be Father Paul Symonds OBE.

11.15am:  Coffee, tea and biscuits outside the Cliff Tucker Lecture Theatre.
 
11.30am:  Annual General Meeting, Cliff Tucker Lecture Theatre.
 
1.00pm:  Lunch in the Lloyd Thomas Refec.

Afternoon outing to Strata Florida – tbc.

Exhibition in Roderick Bowen Library tbc.
 
2.30pm: Croquet on the lawn outside St David’s Building, as ever under the benign and skilful guidance of Bill Fillery (grad. 1969).
 
4.00pm:  Strawberry tea in the cloisters – (Please note that although this is a free event, places do need to be reserved – see booking form.)
 
4.30pm:  Roman Catholic Mass, Chapel, OB.
 
5.30pm:  Evensong, Chapel.OB.
 
7.00pm:  Pre dinner drinks reception in the Arts Hall.  Wine for the reunion dinner will be available for purchase.
  
 7.30pm: Reunion Dinner in the Arts Hall. Please wear black tie. Our speaker this year is Reverend William Price M.A. F.R.Hist.S 
(formerly and for many years, Senior Lecturer in History at Lampeter). The SU Bar will be open afterwards with entertainment provided.

Lampeter Society Reunion
 

Friday 17th July 2015 – Sunday 19th July 2015

DRAFT PROGRAMME
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]]]]]]]]]]

                                                                                   
Sunday 19th July 2015

 
8.00am:  Breakfast in Lloyd Thomas Refec. – for those who can drag themselves out of bed in time...
 
11.00am:  Eucharist, Chapel, OB.
 
12.30pm:  Sunday lunch in Lloyd Thomas Refec.

All Lampeter graduates and staff are automatically members of the Lampeter Society and are 
encouraged to subscribe to help support the Lampeter Campus and its undergraduates.
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" PRICES HELD FROM 2014 !

Please indicate the number of places you require, and whether you wish to attend the Full Reunion, the Core 
Reunion, or only certain events. Please also indicate any vegetarian/special dietary needs that you may have. In 
addition, please let us know if you have a disability requiring ground floor accommodation.

Meals/accommodation
£

per
head

No. of 
places 

No. of 
vegetarian 
meals 

Bed & Breakfast: Friday 17th July 2015 £38.00

Bed & Breakfast: Saturday 20th July 2015 £38.00

Reception (Friday) Free

Dinner (Friday) £12.50

Lunch (Saturday) £9.00

Reunion Dinner and Reception (Saturday) £27.00
Strawberry Tea Free

Lunch (Sunday) £8.95

Full Reunion (B & B Fri to Sun & all events) £133.45

Core Reunion (B & B Fri to Sun & Reunion dinner) £103.00

TOTAL COST

We propose to issue participants with a list of those attending this Reunion.
Please tick here if you do NOT wish your details to be included on the list.

Name: ________________________________   

Year of Graduation (if applicable): _____________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________________

Name(s) of guests:_______________________________________________________________

I enclose a cheque for £ ________  payable to University of Wales Trinity Saint David

Please return to: Emma Evans, Marketing and Communications, University of Wales Trinity Saint David,
Lampeter, Ceredigion, SA48 7ED by Wednesday 8th July at the latest

*Please enclose a separate note if you need B&B before 17th July or on/after 19th July, and include the appropriate 
amount under "Total cost" above.  TSD aims to provide for additional B&B but this cannot be guaranteed.   

LAMPETER SOCIETY
ANNUAL REUNION

17 – 19 JULY 2015
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LONDON MEAL APPLICATION FORM

LAMPETER SOCIETY LONDON BRANCH: ANNUAL DINNER 5th JUNE 2015

Dear Lampeter Society Member,

I would like to invite you to the Annual Dinner of the London Branch of the Lampeter Society. This event is open to all alumni, 
their friends, partners or anyone who feels an affinity with Lampeter. The dinner will be held at the National Liberal Club, 
Whitehall Place, London, SW1A 2HE on Friday 5th June 2015. Please aim to arrive by 7pm to commence dinner at 7.30pm. 

We are yet to confirm arrangements for a speaker but as in years past I am confident that an excellent candidate will step forward 
to entertain and enlighten us with regard to the changing face of Lampeter.

The menu for 2015 is yet to be confirmed but a previous menu is reproduced below as a guide to what to expect.

Asparagus and Soft Boiled Egg Salad with Crispy Pancetta
-oOo-

Chump of Lamb with Broad Beans and Tomato Sauce
Seasonal Vegetables and Potatoes

-oOo-
English Strawberry Basket with Clotted Cream

A vegetarian option is also available. Please indicate this preference on the booking form below.

The cost will be £32.50. Wine and other drinks can be purchased with cash on the night. If you would like to attend please 
complete the section below and return it along with your name, address and a cheque (made payable to Richard Haslam) to the 
address below. Unfortunately places for the dinner are limited and in order to confirm with the Club in sufficient time I would be 
grateful if all cheques could be sent to me by Friday 22nd May 2015.

The Regulations of the National Liberal Club require that gentlemen wear a lounge suite or similarly tailored jacket, collared shirt 
and tie. (Jeans or trainers are not permitted). Ladies should be dressed in a similarly smart manner. 

Please send all cheques and correspondence to: Richard Haslam, 29 Gilbert Street, Enfield, EN3 6PD or correspondence 
by email to rhaslam@hotmail.com

Should y  ou be unable to attend the dinner on this occasion but would like to be kept informed of future events please contact 
me in order that we are able to keep a record of those interested in the Lampeter Society’s activities. If you know of anyone who 
may be interested in our activities please pass on this information and encourage them to contact me. Further information is also 
available on the alumni pages on the University’s website, various Facebook groups and a number of message boards and blogs. 
Do look us up!

Yours sincerely

 
Richard Haslam, Convener, London Branch (Graduate 1994)

Booking Form – please complete and return to Richard Haslam, 29 Gilbert Street, Enfield, EN3 6PD 

Name & address or email for confirmation:____________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Please reserve me ______ places at £32.50 each. I enclose a total payment of £________ made payable to Richard Haslam.

Name of guest/s if applicable ______________________________________________________________________

Please indicate here ___________ if your preference is for the vegetarian option or indicate in the section below if you have any 
other specific dietary preference or any other requirements.

"
"

"

"" "
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To the Manager 
(your bank) 

 

Address of Bank 
 
 
Postcode 

 

Sort code  
Account Number  
Account Name  
 
Please pay the University of Wales Trinity Saint David the sum of £ ………………….       
(The minimum recommended payment is £10, but if you wish to be more generous this would be gratefully 
received) 
Date of first payment: ………………… 
Please allow four weeks from return of form to the start date of your standing order 
 
Date of subsequent payments: 1 March annually 
 
Signed  

 
Date  

 
For Bank Use: University of Wales Trinity Saint David, c/o Barclays Bank, Harford Square, Lampeter, 
Ceredigion. SA48 7HF (Sort code: 20-18-41; Account number: 30959693;  
 
Reference: The Lampeter Society -"person's name" 
 

Additional Information for our records: 
Name  
Address 
 
 

 

Telephone 
 

 

e-mail  
Graduation Year  
Profession/ 
Occupation 

 

 
Please return this form to: 
The Alumni Office, University of Wales Trinity Saint David, College Street, Lampeter, SA48 7ED. UK. 
 

LAMPETER SOCIETY
STANDING ORDER MANDATE
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Link 2012 included a reference to the novel 
“Had We Lived” written by 1973 graduate - and 
16 Club member - Richard Jopling.  The book is 

fiction but explores the real events of the death of Captain 
Scott in Antarctica in 1912 (and was, appropriately, 
issued in the year of the centenary of his death).
 
Link 2015 is happy to report that the book has sold well 
enough to warrant a second edition and that it is now 
also available as a Kindle.
 
Jop tells me that he is much indebted to Professor Peter 
Davison (former professor of English at Lampeter), 
who has given him encouragement and has supported 

the book.  Professor Davison told him that, while he 
was at school, he heard Scott’s second-in-command, 
Teddy Evans, giving an inspirational and unforgettable 
talk.  Jop was delighted when the Professor went on to 
say that, through Jop’s “wide-ranging, multi-faceted 
recounting of this story, and especially the effect on the 
life and mental agony of one of the expedition’s most 
intriguing participants, a man who achieved fame in his 
own right, Apsley Cherry-Garrard, that early memory is 
brought to brilliant fruition.”

Pleasingly, a copy has been requested by the Library at 
Lampeter.
 
Pushka Evans
Link Editor

HAD WE LIVED

ISBN NUMBER: 978-190964-428-1

Link Extra 2014 included a photo of the last passenger 
train leaving Lampeter station in the 1960s.  The 

picture here, taken a decade later, shows possibly the 
last loo on the long-derelict Lampeter station….



Attendees for the Reunion arrived from north, south 
east and west on a beautiful summer's afternoon. 
Indeed some came from the Far East: a highly-

respected Buddhist Holy Man, Ajarn Sulak Sivaraksa with his 
companion Pichai Tangsin. (Sulak being a contemporary of 
past Lampeter Society Chair Bob McCloy, both starting at the 
then SDC/CDS in 1954 – 60 years ago!)  From the South East 
came Adam, aged 
sixteen months, with 
the McSharry family. 
This is getting your 
name down almost 
as early as for Eton! 
We were a happy 
company and it was a 
very good weekend.
 
In the formal 
proceedings there 
were a number of 
excellent addresses. 
For example, on 
Friday evening in the 
Founder's Library 
was heard a talk 
on  A Sustainable 
University by 
Jane Davidson, 
Associate Pro Vice-
Chancellor for 
External Stakeholder Engagement 
and Development and Director of 
INSPIRE.
 
The Sermon at the Commemoration Service on Saturday 
morning was preached by The Revd. William Price (Senior 
L e c t u r e r 
in History 
1 9 7 0 -
1 9 9 7 ) 
w h o 
spoke on 
the First 
W o r l d 
War and 

particularly of an old student, Timothy 
Rees; a chaplain, and later Bishop of 
Llandaff. This was very well received and brought to us a 

glimpse of that time of terrible suffering and the part played by 
Lampeter students.
 
During the Annual General Meeting in the Cliff Tucker Lecture 
Theatre, following the Commemoration Service, we were 
updated on University news by Dr Mirjam Plantinga, Dean 
of the Faculty of Humanities.  She was encouraging about the 

academic year just 
completed and 
on the numbers 
h o p e f u l l y 
expected for 
2 0 1 4 - 2 0 1 5 . 
The Students’ 
Union President 
L a m p e t e r 
Campus, Flora 
M c N e r n e y , 
spoke about her 
work and the life 
of the present 
students. (Full 
AGM minutes 
appear in another 
part of The Link).  
Alas Rachel 
Whitty our Chair 
was unable 
to be present 
because Toby, her 

husband, had just undergone 
surgery after a difficult year. 

We sent good wishes to them and Peter Bosley (Vice Chair) 
presided in her place.
 
At the Annual Dinner on Saturday evening the speaker was Lord 

Leslie 

Griffiths of Burry Port, who 
lectured at Lampeter (1964-1967) 

on Medieval English and who is now Minister of the Wesley 

LAMPETER SOCIETY ANNUAL REUNION 2014

High Table at the Lampeter Society Annual Reunion Dinner  

The refurbished New Canterbury Building
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Chapel in London, President of the Boys' 
Brigade, a regular broadcaster and takes 
the Labour whip in the House of Lords. 
His talk was a 'tour de force' delighting 
all who were in the Arts Hall with his wit 
and wisdom. We will not forget how he was 
'gazetted, gartered and whipped!'

 As ever, the reunion involved far more 
than formal events and speeches.  On 
Saturday afternoon the Roderic Bowen 
Library and Archives was opened 
especially for us to view the restored 
Charter Case and First World War 
exhibition.  The 1822 Charter itself 
was unrolled for us to see - all ten feet 
of it! Many hands made light work 
under the expert care of the librarian. 
Some then went on to play croquet, 
others to wander or to snooze before all 
being revived by tea, strawberries & cream 
and scones!  During the day we were 
also able to visit the Museum housed in 
the old Porters' Lodge by the main gates. 
This is a new venture and worth seeing.  It 
was also interesting to see the results of 
recent refurbishment work, e.g. of 
Canterbury Building and of the forecourt 
between LTH and the Arts Block.
 
The University was, as always, generous 
with hospitality- we were told UWTSD 
had recently been awarded a prize 
for its banqueting services. We 
look forward to the Landscape Project 
coming to fruition after some disappointing 
hitches. It was good to welcome the 
President Dr Brinley Jones to the Dinner 
with Mrs. Jones. The worship in the 
Chapel was in the care of the Revd. Bill 
Fillery, and the Acting Chaplain the Revd. 
Dr John Morgan- Guy. The St David's 
Chapel Choir, under the direction of Mrs 
Glynnis Jones, sang at the Commemoration 
Service and this was greatly appreciated. 
Father John Pascoe said Mass for the 
Roman Catholic members; this has become 
a regular part of the programme. Very grateful 
thanks to all those mentioned above.
 Particular mention must be made of the 
work undertaken by the Business Committee 
for the planning of the Reunion Weekend. It 
was a matter of great sorrow for all following 
the untimely death of committee member, 
Assistant Treasurer Chris Webber, who had 
done so much to re- organise the finances of 
the Society and put us on a firm  financial 
footing. Indeed it was noted with pleasure that 
the number of members subscribing had increased 
significantly this year. We miss Chris very much.
 
Our thanks to everyone who made the weekend 
so enjoyable. The time seemed to pass so quickly 
- many do stay on for an extra day or two (this 
can be arranged with the University). We look 
forward to the 2015 reunion and wending our 
way, once again, to Ceredigion.
 
John Morrison-Wells (grad.1965)
 

Forecourt by LTH Refectory

The long-awaited landscape project has at last begun. Hopefully there will be something 
more exciting to see by Reunion in July.

The First Canterbury Building
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OBITUARIES 

The passing of Chris Webber was mentioned in the 
Society’s annual report above and was also briefly 
reported in the 2014 Link Extra which is reproduced at 

the back of this Link.  He was a stalwart of the Lampeter Society 
and acted as Assistant Treasurer and Membership Secretary, 
plus Convenor of the Severnside branch of the Society and his 
death is a deeply-felt loss for the Lampeter Society amongst 
many others..
 
Chris was born in 1939 in Henley-on-Thames. He was educated 
at Reading School and then Lampeter, graduating initially in 
1961. While at Lampeter he was involved in all things sporting 
and was captain of rugby in his final year.
 
A f t e r graduation, 
C h r i s pursued a 
c a r e e r in hospital 

management. He was general manager of University College 
Hospital, London, for 11 years – a time which included the 
King’s Cross tube disaster. He later managed the hospital 
chaplains before becoming a freelance consultant in hospital 
management.
 
After retiring, Chris returned to Lampeter to take a second 
degree in Church History in 2011.
 
An indefatigable worker on behalf of the Society, Chris’s efforts 
helped to improve our financial position and membership 
numbers and he also identified several areas where the Society 
could usefully contribute to the Lampeter campus.  Some 
tangible results of his efforts in that respect were reported in last 
year’s Link Extra.
 
Chris was a man of passions and those passions included – 
amongst many others – freemasonry, rugby football (especially 
Gloucester RFC) and Lampeter. He was in the throes of 
researching the history of rugby football at Lampeter when he 
died.
 
He was a devoted husband to Jean and proud father to Paul and 
Rachel, and Granddad to Charlotte, Edward, Chloe and Martha. 
I am glad to say that there was a significant Lampeter contingent 
among the large crowd who attended his funeral last summer.
 
John Loaring (grad. 1967)

CHRIS WEBBER

Anthony Talbot Miller was born in 1937 in Newport, 
South Wales. From a young age he was an active member 
of his parish church, and he felt a vocation to the priesthood 

from the age of seven. In pursuit of that calling, after school he 
went to St. David's College, Lampeter. He took his BA in 1959 and 
then spent two years training for ordination at the College of the 
Resurrection in Mirfield in Yorkshire.
 

ANTHONY TALBOT MILLER 1937-2014

Tony was made deacon in 1961 by Edwin Morris, Bishop of Monmouth 
and Archbishop of Wales, in the Cathedral at Newport, and a few weeks 
later he married Kathie. His first curacy was at Panteg with Llanddewi 
Fach and Llandegveth, near Pontypool, and in 1962 he was ordained priest 
and Andrew was born. In 1963 Tony moved to be curate in Monmouth 
town, and the arrivals of Fiona and Karen made the family complete.
 
Then the family left Wales, when Tony became Vicar of Holm Cultram 
Abbey, otherwise known as Abbeytown, in Cumberland. Here, perhaps, 
was his happiest time, when his artistic talents found an outlet in the Arts 
Centre which he initiated. Concerts were given by internationally famous 
musicians, including Yehudi Menuhin, and Princess Margaret visited in 
1973.
 
As a result of Tony's work at Holm Cultram, he was invited to direct the 
new Arts Centre at Ellesmere College, Shropshire, opened by his friend 
Malcolm Williamson, the Master of the Queen's Musick. The Centre 
flourished under Tony's leadership. But the aims of the headmaster of the 
College and Tony diverged, and Tony moved to be Rector of Wrockwardine 
Wood in Telford. Here he worked hard, initiating a Job Creation Scheme, 
starting a new Sunday School, participating in Lichfield diocese's links 
with Canada and Malaysia, encouraging lay visitors to the sick and 
the bereaved, introducing modern liturgy, re-ordering the churchyard, 
supporting ecumenical developments, and establishing a pub ministry to 
bring those outside the church into the worshipping community.
 
His health undoubtedly suffered over the years, and he lost much of 
his drive. Very sadly he and Kathie separated in 1993, a year before he 
retired from Wrockwardine Wood to live in Conwy. Later he met Janet, 
his former secretary again, and in 2000 they were married. Tony came to 
live with Janet and her mother in Whitchurch, Shropshire. Janet cared for 
him so lovingly as his health continued to decline.
 
He died on 6 June 2014 and his Requiem was held in St. Alkmund's 
Church, Whitchurch, Shropshire, on 20 June.  
 
William Price

JIM MELICAN 1947-2014

John Loaring reported some time ago that Jim Melican had 
passed away on 26th September 2014.  John remarked that he had 
only spoken to Jim a few days before and that Jim had asked him to 

pass on his best wishes to all his Lampeter friends and colleagues.  
 
On hearing the news, Chris Warren-Adamson mentioned ‘a lot of 
great memories of him..’ and 
Richard Tunstall commented that 
Jim had been his history teacher at 
Hulme Grammar School in Oldham 
and explained: 
 
“Known as ‘Big Jim’ he was feared 
by the Lower Fourth, with his 
large frame and booming voice, but 
loved as a secret comedian by Sixth 
Formers.  He was a truly excellent 
teacher and I count myself fortunate to have been taught by him – and to 
have ‘served’ under him as an RAF cadet. I struggled at sixth form, but he 
was one of the few to have faith in me.  When I told him I was going up to 
Lampeter – unaware that he had been there himself – he simply declared 
‘jammy bugger’ and that was that. ”
 
Fuller recollections are given below by Mike Kellaway and Dick 
Tressider :
 
After Jim was diagnosed with lung and bone cancer he spent time in 
Christie Hospital and was overwhelmed by the kindness and high level 
of care provided by the staff. His daughter Ruth Davies has set up a Just 
Giving page to raise funds for Christie Hospital https://www.justgiving.

OBITUARIES
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com/JamesMelican
 
I met Jim in 1966. He’d already been at Lampeter a year. Jim was 
reading History and if not quite effortless never seemed to spend much 
time studying. In those days Lampeter was dry on Sundays but the pubs 
were open all day on market days. We’d have whole days drinking in the 
Plough or Black Lion, darts, chatter and nonsense with a short break for 
Welsh “bucks” (poached egg on cheese on toast) for lunch. Jim still holds 
the record for the most “bucks” eaten without leaving a drop of yolk on 
the plate (three!).
 
Jim was an active member of the rugby club. Jim thought he had a good 
singing voice and would perform at the drop of a hat. He had an amazing 
recall of information and led the Lampeter team to success in University 
Challenge. He was a great raconteur and entertained us all with his 
stories. I lost touch with Jim shortly after he graduated but we met up 40 
years later for a reunion in Lampeter. As with all good friends we picked 
up where we left off. Jim had married Cathy Ferguson from college. He’d 
done teacher training at St John’s in York but decided to join the police 
in Birmingham. After a few years there Jim and Cathy went to Zambia to 
teach. Jim’s great friend Dick Tressider from Lampeter days, dropped in 
for a visit and stayed for many months. 
 
Jim and Cathy returned to England, settled in Bury and Jim began 
teaching History at Hulme Grammar School Oldham. He became form 
master and eventually Deputy Head and led the RAF Cadet Force at the 
school. Reading the many tributes from former pupils since his death 
it is clear that Jim was held in great affection. His large presence and 
booming voice apparently spread fear among the younger lads but they 
soon knew that Mr. Melican would always go the extra mile to help them 
achieve their potential. Jim said he particularly enjoyed working with the 
pupils who struggled, whether through their home circumstances or their 
behaviour. The messages posted since his death bear out that he often 
succeeded in turning his pupils’ lives around. 
 
Jim  drove me back to Manchester after the few days we’d had together 
in Lampeter in 2012. His parting words, when he dropped me off were 
that we should do this again in another forty years!! I never saw Jim again 
but we spoke regularly on the phone during his illness and he always 
managed to make me laugh.
 
Jim leaves Cathy, two daughters, Helen and Ruth and four grandchildren.
 
Mike Kellaway 
 
It's so strange to think that some great people who were at Lampeter are 
no longer with us because I'm sure that we still think of them just as they 
used to be. I was very close to Jim at college and for years after that, but 
lost touch with him until a few years ago when I came back to England 
for a visit and Jim, Cathy and I met up one afternoon in Liverpool. It 
seemed to me that Jim certainly hadn't changed at all and was the same 
attractive character that we remember from the 60s when his conversation 
and humour caused us to enjoy his company so much.
 
Mike mentions those glorious hours of chatting and best bitter in the pubs 
and that Jim never seemed to study, but often with pints in front of us, 
he would steer the conversation to something  about History and I'd find 
myself trying to argue about something as obscure as money matters in 
Charles 11's reign. It was at these times that I wondered when he had 
done the reading to know so much about these things! Apart from these 
displays of knowledge in pub conversations there was a lecture by a 
professor from Cardiff who had called for questions about his presentation 
when Jim stood and went through many facts that proved the professor's 
conclusions wrong. There was silence from the dumbfounded professor 
who escaped by saying that the answer would be too long and that Jim 
should meet him privately afterwards; although in fact he immediately 
returned to his university. 
 
This broad knowledge was, of course, shown best at University Challenge 
when Jim, in his trademark sports jacket, answered an amazing amount 
of questions. His answers weren't just on History topics but on a wide 
range of topics.
 

I met Jim's parents a couple of times and found them to be absolutely 
smashing people. His dad had only basic formal education, but had 
attended socialist reading groups. The first time I met them he asked me 
if I had read a whole range of books and had described their contents 
and whether I had enjoyed them. As a university student I was ashamed 
that his reading and knowledge far outstripped mine. Jim took after his 
father in the breadth and depth of his learning.
 I was really pleased when I was in Leeds doing my teaching 
qualifications to get a mail from Jim to say he was, 'up the road' at St. 
Johns York. I arranged to visit and asked where he was staying and 
when he had finished laughing, he said, 'The Red Lion'! When I got 
there he was outside and he said he wasn't staying there anymore. I 
asked him why he left paradise and he said sadly, "horrible beer".
 
My first teaching job was in Wolverhampton and again I was happy 
to hear that he was in Birmingham working as a trainee in the Police 
Force where we saw a fair amount of each other. He seemed to be quite 
happy there, but I received  a letter from him when I was in Fiji to 
tell me that he'd left the force because he and Cathy had married and 
they were going to Zambia and, 'can you pop in to see us?' (I loved 
the laconic way he'd suggested that I'd make a 4,000 mile journey to 
'pop in'.)   Luckily when I left Fiji the British Government paid all my 
fares home and, naturally, I arranged to stay with the couple in a place 
called Serenje.
 
Of course Cathy made me welcome because she is charming person 
and I thought what a happy couple they were. I had a couple 
of long walks with Jim out into the bush where he strode along 
carrying a strong looking stick. They had acquired a very large dog 
which stayed with him. Jim looked like the master of all he surveyed 
and a formidable character. He was delighted to come across a very 
small airstrip with a tiny shack next to it. This turned out to be a bar. 
We sat and drank warm beer and reminisced.
 
Since I've been abroad again I  have only seen Jim on that one occasion 
which I've mentioned.
 
I wasn't surprised when I read the mails from students who had been 
under his care because his tough exterior hid a caring and gentle bloke 
whose quiet charisma caused him to be so popular and to be held in 
such high regard. Jim will be missed by everyone who knew him.  I am 
very proud that he called me his friend.
 
Dick Tressider

I sadly have to announce the passing of Peter Groves who 
died on Wednesday 14th January 2015. Peter attended SDUC 
from 1961-1964 and was a stalwart of the soccer team during that 

period. He captained the College team 
which won the C a r d i g a n s h i r e 
League title during the 1963/64 
season. He was an outstanding 
centre half and despite his lack 
of height, he was phenomenal in 
the air. For the 50 year anniversary 
of the league win, he was asked by 
the College to produce a booklet 
on his three years in the soccer team, 
and this was on display in the 
College library. Peter succumbed 
to Parkinson's Disease about 15 years ago and has battled bravely ever 
since. 

I met him for the first time in 50 years last August and despite his lack 
of mobility, he was cheerful and still had his wicked sense of humour. 

He was taken into Doncaster hospital before Christmas as there was a 
problem with his medication, but unfortunately he never recovered and 
died peacefully with his family around him. He will be sorely missed 
by all who knew him. 

PETER GROVES
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THE REVEREND STUART BRACE

Stuart ‘Alfie’ Brace studied at Lampeter in the mid 1970s and, 
like quite a few of us at Lampeter, was lucky enough to meet 
his future spouse amongst the other undergraduates.  A deep and 

abiding Christian vocation shaped his life, while his sense of humour 
enriched not only himself but everyone with whom he came in contact.  
I recall the room rocking with laughter, for example, at the wedding of 
Mark “Moses” Davis (a Lampeter contemporary), when he made a Max 
Boyce – type speech (complete with model leek).  He also spoke with 
warmth and compassion one year at a Lampeter Society London dinner, 
about his work at Longlartin Prison.
 
After Lampeter he did not choose the easiest road for himself and 
wife Anne; becoming an army chaplain for several years, followed by 
service as a prison chaplain at Longlartin for the rest of his career.  He 
endured serious illness, but bounced back from that to continue his work 
until eventual retirement.  Quite apart from the burdens of his ministry, 
he and Anne suffered a terrible blow when their only child Matthew, 
aged 25, died of head injuries after a fall.  Typically, Stuart and Anne 
channelled their grief positively, making great efforts to raise funds for 
research into the treatment of head injuries so that other families might 
not have to face what they had gone through.
 
He deserved a long and gentle retirement but alas it was not to be and he 
died in May 2014, an incalculable loss for Anne and for all who came 
into contact with him.  Stuart was perhaps the warmest and most decent 
person I ever met.
 
Pushka Evans

THE REVEREND MALDWYN LLOYD JONES, 
R.N.[RETIRED]  1917-2014

The Link is sad to report the death on 27th December 2014 
of Maldwyn Lloyd Jones, founder member, Vice President (and 
believed to have been the oldest member) of the Lampeter Society.  

Many readers may recall that in 2007 the annual Lampeter Society 
Reunion incorporated a celebration of both the Society’s 70th anniversary 
and Maldwyn’s 90th birthday.
 
Maldwyn’s departure marks the end of an amazingly busy, varied and 
extraordinary life; indeed some of his exploits read like adventures from 
the old ‘Boys’ Own Paper.’  In latter days, especially at Lampeter Society 
events, he was particularly renowned as a captivating and amusing 
raconteur, but this may have been the least of his attributes - his sense of 
discipline and duty, sympathy and spirituality imbued the whole of his 
long life.  I recall the emotion he showed when he told me some time ago 
about tending to an injured young serviceman.  He realised, during their 
conversation, that he had ministered similarly, years before, to another 
dying serviceman, this young man’s father. 
 
I recall, too, how stoically he seemed to accept his growing frailty.  His 
eyesight failed: he became unable to compose music, as he had done, 
directly onto his computer screen.  His legs betrayed him, and he was 
obliged to be pushed in a wheelchair.  Yet always, as soon as someone 
spoke to him, he recognised the voice, and spoke cheerfully  and 
encouragingly to whoever approached him. He used to telephone me 
when each Link came out and always spoke so kindly about it – even 
when he could no longer read it.
 
Pushka Evans
Link Editor
 
W e a r e 
i n d e b t e d to past 
L a m p e t e r S o c i e t y 
P r e s i d e n t B o b 
M c C l o y and past 
L a m p e t e r S o c i e t y 
Committee 
M e m b e r B i s h o p 
R i c h a r d Fenwick 
for the b r i e f 
a c c o u n t o f 
Maldwyn’s 
life which follows:   
 
T h e Reverend 
M a l d w y n L l o y d 
Jones died in his 
97th year, in the 
L a n g l a n d Bay Care 
Home, Swansea, some 61 years after his ordination in Brecon Cathedral.
 
Born on May 29th 1917 in Fochriw in Glamorgan, he was brought up in a 
close-knit and relatively prosperous family.  In 1925 the family moved to 
Banwen in the Neath Valley.  Jonathan Davies, the sagacious incumbent 
at the Welsh-speaking church at Coelbran became Maldwyn’s mentor in 
his teenage years.  Maldwyn attended Neath Grammar School, which 
was the source of his love of mathematics and poetry.  He matriculated 
into what was then St David’s College, Lampeter, with which institution 
he had a lasting affection, duly becoming Vice President of the alumni 
association.
 
Not surprisingly, his gregarious nature, energy and performance skills 
marked him out as someone with considerable pastoral sympathies.  He 
was ordained to Deaconate in 1940 and then to the Priesthood in 1941.  
He served his title at Gorseinon, spending three years there before being 
licensed in 1943 to the Diocese of Oxford.  He joined the staff of Kingham 
Boarding School as Chaplain and mathematics master, which was to give 
full scope to his brilliance as a teacher and his rapport with the young.

HARUN OMBEYE GETUI 

Harun, tragically aged only 31, died in July 2014 following 
a motorbike crash in his home city Nairobi.   He had been 
well-known and popular on the Lampeter campus and within 

Lampeter town itself, becoming the university’s first international SU 
President in 2004-5 and being re-elected to the post for 2005-6.  Lucia 
Ward, his Deputy President, said of him “He was very proud to be 
Lampeter’s first international President” and that he was “the nicest… 
and probably the least judgemental person I’ve ever met – he was 
universally loved.” 
 
He was a renowned rugby player both for the institution and for 
Lampeter RFC.  Lampeter Society committee member John Loaring 
explained that “from a rugby point of view, Harun was a very talented 
athlete who was a natural openside flanker who could also play centre. 
He had destructive tackling and would often make sequences of 
tackles whilst others were still picking themselves up off the floor. He 
captained the College, in all likelihood being the first African to do so, 
and always led by example. 

He was one of a number of students at the time that helped improve 
relations with the town rugby club by playing for both town and gown 
in his years here, making a number of appearances for the 1st XV over 
5 seasons. He will be remembered by many at the The Fighting Parsons 
for his game against The University of Glamorgan, where having 
destroyed the visitors attack all afternoon almost single-handedly, he 
then went on to score the late decisive try, giving the college a 15-14 
win. It was to be many students’ only win in college colours and as such 
that squad of players will be eternally grateful to Harun.”

My condolences to his wife Wendy, and family. Rest in peace Peter!

John King

Note: we expect to include more about Peter and his footballing exploits 
for College in July’s Link Extra. [Ed]
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Taking advantage of his natural fluency with languages, he was then 
recruited by the SPG to serve in South America.  He became Chaplain to 
the British Embassy in Brazil  and from 1946-1948 was Chaplain of All 
Saints Church Nichteroy.  He was Headmaster of St Paul’s School, Sao 
Paulo, from 1948-1950.
 
In 1950-1951 there followed a posting to the Falkland Islands.  At that 
time the Diocese of the Falkland islands had just been joined onto the vast 
Anglican Diocese which also included Argentina together with Eastern 
South America!  The Diocese was put under care of another Lampeter 
man, the Right Reverend Daniel Ivor Evans (BA 1922).  Evans was titular 
Dean of Stanley, but needed a priest actually on the Falkland Islands.  So 
it was that Maldwyn took over the Falklands (all of it!) from the Vicarage 
in the centre of Stanley.  He took temporary charge of the Cathedral, gave 
the Governor spirited support, and by horseback travelled extensively 
over that windswept island parish assiduously visiting a scattered flock.  
It’s a wild and wonderful place. A picture of the Cathedral with its great 
whalebone memorial is shown here. 
 
In due time, his long intention realised, Maldwyn joined the Royal Navy, 
his true spiritual home, in 1952 and served until 1968.  It was milieu 
particularly suited to his gifts: deep pastoral concern for all, a natural 
commitment to order, an insatiable capacity to keep the wardroom 
entertained.  In years to come he would recall with affection his naval 
service, including his time aboard HMS Tiger (his happiest ship) and 
aboard HMS Newcastle in her bombardment of North Korea.  He also 
witnessed the atomic bomb trials (with lasting eyesight effects) and he 
preached in a crowded Honolulu Cathedral to American and British 
sailors.  He trained as a Royal Marine Commando padre, earning the 
famous green beret.  He took part in the Suez invasion, tending to the 
fatally wounded on the beach.  Understandably, the Navy, recognising his 
teaching skills and organizing capacity, subsequently put him in charge of 
training newly-recruited chaplains.
 
After his Royal Navy service Maldwyn went back into teaching and from 
1968-1970 served as Chaplain of Shattuck Military School, at Faribault 
in Minnesota,USA.  (Shattuck being a very distinguished Episcopalian 
boarding school, founded in 1858 and specialising in sports – especially 
soccer, hockey and skating.)  Following a course in teaching English 
as a foreign language he returned to the UK.  He joined the staff of 
Wandsworth College of Further Education and also served as Chaplain 
of the London Nautical School – a selective foundation for boys in the 
London Borough of Lambeth.  
 
In 1972 he retired from full-time ministry.  He had a General Licence  
for the Diocese of Bangor from 1972-1982 and, latterly, was to live for 
many years at Tirley near Tewkesbury, supporting the local church.  His 
many admirers urged him to produce a biography which would surely 
be an inspiration to others, wherein he could be witness to a tolerant 
Christianity which had at its centre a love of mankind and a tolerance of 
its foibles.  To the very last that same spirit of tolerance prevailed, as he 
observed within two days of his death “I have been thinking much of all 
this talk about ‘Religions of the Book’: all those poor illiterate shepherds 
in Palestine!  Surely it doesn’t all depend upon being able to read!”
 
Maldwyn had not enjoyed the best of health for several years, but he 
loved coming back to Lampeter reunions whenever possible.  We shall 
always remember a good companion, a keen sportsman and someone 
whom Lampeter had prepared for a long, challenging and wonderfully 
varied ministry.  May he rest in peace and rise in glory.

Maldwyn’s funeral took place at Llwydcoed Crematorium on 22nd 
January 2015.  Over 40 people attended, including a Japanese gentleman 
who flew in specially from Japan for the funeral (he had been taught 
English by Maldwyn after his retirement from the Navy).  
 
Appropriately, a considerable Lampeter Society contingent was also 
present, including past Chair Bob McCloy (grad. 1956).  Equally 
appropriately, Lampeter Society Committee Member Bill Fillery (grad. 
1969) officiated at the service.

Christ Church Cathedral, Port Stanley, Falkland Islands
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SOME DATES FOR DIARIES 2015

Saturday 21st February   Lampeter campus open day

Friday 7th March  Lampeter Society Swansea Branch annual 
        dinner. See Page 5 for details

Friday 5th June          Lampeter Society London Branch Annual 
        Dinner (information/bookings: page 15) 

Saturday 6th June                              Lampeter graduates’ get-together to be held in  
  Cardiff.  This is primarily for 1970s graduates  
  but all are welcome.  Further information   
  from Susan Gandy on 02920 160011 or   
  07977546064

Saturday 20th June    Lampeter campus open day

Friday 10th July                                                               Degree Day

Friday 17th – Sunday 19th July                                              Lampeter Society Annual Reunion  
  (information/bookings: pages 11-13)

Saturday 12th September       Lampeter campus open day
    
Saturday 7th November       Lampeter campus open day
                                                   
      
          
                                                                   

For further information  about these and other Lampeter campus events see:

http://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/news/press-releases/
and
http://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/events/faculty-of-humanities-and-performing-arts-research-lecture-series.php

Readers are cordially invited to submit copy for future editions of the Link/Link Extra either to Frances “Pushka” Evans (2a Bury Close, 
Bury, Ramsey, PE26 2PF, e-mail pushka.evans@gmail.com) or, for academic papers/contributions, to John Ward (138 Mynydd Gamllwyd 
Road, Morriston, Swansea SA6 7QG, e-mail john.ward583@ntlworld.com).  Please would contributors supply name, address and/or 
e-mail plus date of graduation (if appropriate).

REQUEST FOR COPY FOR FUTURE EDITIONS OF THE LINK AND LINK EXTRA
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MANAGEMENT OF THE LAMPETER SOCIETY

President: Professor Medwin Hughes, Vice Chancellor, University of Wales, Trinity Saint David

Society Officers

Chair and Liaison with Student Union:
Rachel Whitty (1986)
10 Victoria Road, 
Frome, 
Somerset 
BA11 1RR
Tel: 07711 463456
Email: rache.whitty@gmail.com

Vice Chair, Archivist, Grants:
Peter Bosley (1967 and 1977)
1 Clevedon Close, 
Exeter, 
EX4 6HQ
Tel: 01392 254408
bosleypeter@yahoo.co.uk

Secretary, Assistant Treasurer:
Position vacant

Minutes Secretary:
John Loaring (grad 1967)
45 Westbourne Road, 
Whitchurch, 
Cardiff, 
CF14 2BQ
Phone: 02920 691203
Mobile: 0777608406
Email: johnloaring@gmail.com

Lampeter Local Liaison:
Rev. Bill Fillery (1969)
Afondel, 
Falcondale Drive, 
Lampeter, 
Ceredigion 
SA48 7SB
Tel : 01570 421 425
Email: billfill@btinternet.com

Publicity/Publications, Membership & Website:
Richard Haslam 
29 Gilbert Street, 
Enfield, 
EN3 6PD  
Email: rhaslam@hotmail.com
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Link Editor
Frances ‘Pushka’ Evans OBE (1974)
2a Bury Close, 
Bury, 
Ramsey 
PE26 2PF
Tel: -1487 815134
Email: pushka.evans@gmail.com

Academic Prize Reports/Link Contributions:
John Ward (1981)
138 Mynydd Gamllwyd Road, 
Morriston, 
Swansea, 
SA6 7QG
Email: john.ward583@ntlworld.com

Branch organisers

London Branch Convenor
Hooray – Richard Haslam (1994) has been able to take up the reins as Convenor again.
See details on previous page

Severnside Branch Convenor
Position vacant

Cardiff Branch Convenor
John Loaring (grad 1967) (see contact details above)

Swansea Branch Convenor
Steffan ap Dafydd (1976 and 1991)
10 Hafod Street, Port Talbot, SA13 1AE
steffanap@msn.com   01639 881676 (answerphone)

Business Committee

This is formed of all officers of the Society, plus branch convenors, Link editor and other people co-opted as 
necessary.

If you would like to take an active role in helping to run the Lampeter Society or indeed stand for a post or 
start a local branch, we’d love to hear from you!  If so, please contact one of the Business Committee: there’s 
no need to wait until the Annual General Meeting in July.

Equally, if you would like to help more financially, why not increase your annual subscription above the £10 
minimum (a banking mandate form is provided in this edition of the Link).

You might also, perhaps, consider a bequest?  If so, please contact the Secretary and Assistant Treasurer 
(position to be filled).

CAVEAT

Views expressed in Link articles are not necessarily those of the Lampeter Society.
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THE LINK
The newsletter of  the 

Lampeter Society/Cymdeithas Llambed
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LAST PASSENGER TRAIN OUT OF LAMPETER  

LamSoc Assistant Treasurer Chris Webber (grad 1960 & 
2011) reports that the Society has recently organised and paid 
for:

 
-          the refurbishment of the case made to house the original 
Lampeter Charter and Seal. 

-          a full-size reproduction of the Charter (about 10 feet long!) 

RECENT LAMPETER SOCIETY GIFTS 
-          a bespoke case (with endorsement to the Lampeter Society) 
for the 15th century Lampeter Bible. 

Chris also provided the photographs reproduced here.  

He enthuses that the finished quality of the items (from the 
National Library of Wales) is very high, and advises that the total 
cost, including VAT, was £991.00, which represents good value 
for money.  He feels sure that Sarah or Peter, Archivists in the 
Roderic Bowen Library would be happy to show the items to 
members of the Society at the Reunion or at other times. 
 
The next task is to arrange for a frame for the Charter reproduction, 
and to agree its final site with the University authorities (at the 
moment the Library entrance Hall seems a favoured location).
 
Chris also advises that, in connection with the historical basis 
of Lampeter, and thereby of Trinity Saint David, the Society is 
currently trying to source a reproduction of a suitable portrait of 
King George IV. His Majesty was one of the two major benefactors 
of the foundation of St David's College (he gave £1,000 in 1822). 
It is hoped that, once obtained, the portrait could be displayed in a 
prominent position on the Lampeter campus. 

This photo shows the last passenger train going north to Aberystwyth Bill Callaghan (grad 1966) standing; Paul Symonds (grad 1967) leaning 
out of window.  The home-made board on the back is currently in the possession of Kit Windle (grad 1966)!  

Of course, having closed the line in the 1960s, considerable efforts are now being made to urge its reinstatement. Take a look at: 
trawslinkcymru.org.uk

trawslinkcymru.org.uk
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Kit Windle (grad 1966) writes that Lampeter man the 
Venerable Leslie Williams (grad 1941) died, aged 94, 
in September 2013. Kit mentions that for many years 

Leslie Williams was Vicar of Barnston and Pensby  on the Wirral, 
subsequently becoming Archdeacon of Chester.  
 
Bill Fillery (grad. 1969) mentions that a peek at Leslie Williams’ 
Crockford entry reveals a pretty full life.  Following his time at 
Lampeter he spent two years at St Michael’s, Llandaff, prior to 
ordination.  He was then Curate of Aberdovey 19 43-45; Minor Canon, 
Bangor Cathedral, 1945-48; Chaplain Royal Navy 1948-9; Curate at 
St.Mary Chester 1949-53; Vicar of Barnston, as Kit mentions, from 
1953-84; Territorial Army Chaplain 1954-62; Rural Dean Wirral 
North,65-75; Hon.Canon Chester Cathedral, 1972-75; Archdeacon of 
Chester 1975-88.  He retired in 1988.

OBITUARY VENERABLE LESLIE WILLIAMS

The funeral of John Hurst took place on Friday 9th May 
2014, at Garsdon Church, SN16 9NJ.

15th October 1944 - 26th April 2014   

John Hurst, originally from Exeter, studied English and History at 
Lampeter and graduated in 1969. He was a great all-round sportsman, 
playing centre-half or centre-forward for the College XI and was 
capped for the Welsh Universities side. He also played cricket for 
the College and was a member of the 1969 side which lost only one 
game all season, and that being the final of the UAU championship.

It was at Lampeter that he met his future wife, Daphne. They married 
in 1970 and had three children, Kathy, Suzy and Chris. Daphne sadly 
passed away in 2010.

John taught English at Headlands School in Swindon between 1973 
and 1975, and was later Head of English at Kingsdown School from 
1975 to 1984.  He then moved to the newly-established New College 
in Swindon, where he worked until retirement in 2000. 

John suffered a heart attack on Saturday 26th April shortly after 
watching his beloved Exeter City (for whom both he and his father 
had played) beat Scunthorpe United 2-0. 

John Loaring (grad 1967).

OBITUARY JOHN HURST 

OBITUARY PAT BEAVIS

It is with deep sadness that I have to write that Pat Beavis passed 
away suddenly and unexpectedly on 4th March this year.

The last few years of his life were not kind to him and he was 
suffering from a number illnesses and ailments. It was not the life he 
envisioned whilst at Lampeter.

Following his graduation he worked for Lloyds brokers in the City 
before joining his soon to be wife, Yvonne, working with horses and 
riding stables, moving to North Yorkshire for a while in order to set 
up their own riding school, before moving back to London. He also 
rejoined Hayes Cricket Club, where he had been a member before 
Lampeter, and could again excel at a sport he had  little chance of 
playing whilst in Wales

Throughout his life, Lampeter always meant a great deal to Pat, the 
memories of what was an exciting time, the difference between the 
rural setting of the college and the life he knew before in London, and 
the friends he made there. Indeed, some of those friendships made in 
the early 1970’s remained with him for the rest of his life. Yvonne 
has pointed out that Lampeter always meant a great deal to Pat, and 
that he felt his time there was the most important episode in his life.

I shall remember Pat as someone who could always see humour 
around him, even if most others were hard pushed at first to share 
that view. In the end we would all come around to seeing it his way. 
He was also very slow to take offence at anything that people he 
regarded as friends, would say to him, often making a joke of it. 
Finally, even when things were going badly wrong for him, he never 
lost his optimism that things could and would get better.

He leaves three children, James, Jolene and Marcus.

Mick Manson (grad. 1976)

6th February 1953 - 4th March 2014

Mike (Barley) Evans (grad. 1974) stood in as temporary 
London Convenor – despite living in Cambridgeshire! – at 
the 30th May 2014 London Branch dinner at the National 

Liberal Club, as long-time Convenor Richard Haslam (grad. 1994) has 
sadly had to stand down.  Barley recalled that Rich took up the London 
Convenor challenge when the late Vernon Fletcher (grad. 1962) retired 
from the post after 26 years.  Vernon’s was not an easy act to follow 
but Rich achieved that with enthusiasm and dedication for some 13 
years, running the annual dinner plus other occasional events and, 
on Vernon’s untimely death, commissioning a gavel in memory of 
Vernon, with which to bring London sessions to order, all this while 
playing a full part in the Society’s Business Committee.  All present 
recorded their thanks to Richard for his efforts over the years.  A toast 
to Absent Friends included thoughts of Rich and Vernon - and also of 
Chris Webber.

LAMPETER SOCIETY LONDON BRANCH 
CONVENOR

This illuminated letter 
is copied from the 
1279 Latin Vulgate 

Bible once owned by Bishop 
Burgess, founder of St 
David's College (now Trinity 
Saint David's Lampeter 
campus).
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Lampeter graduate (1984) M.M.Waltho has shared with us 
this wax etching tulip image which she created in memoriam 
for her late father, who loved Lampeter.  Martine also has the 

distinction, this year, of being the first person to book up for the July 
Reunion!

TULIP There was a plethora of Societies; sporting, religious, political etc. 
For an extremely short time I was  Secretary of one of the political 
societies. There was a  Croquet Club, a sport which wore me out 
considerably. The Debating Society also suffered from my presence 
and I was prevailed upon to speak against the motion that 'this house 
wishes to break with tradition'. The motion was supported by one vote 
but I did manage to get in a reference to Charles 11 'who was Father 
of his people - or, at any rate, of most of them'. There was a Student 
newspaper known as 'Gownsman'  which was very enjoyable. At one 
stage there was a 'spoof' produced which, in a serious vein, criticised 
some aspects of African independence. This infuriated many of the 
student body who signed a Petition against it. The authors suffered 
condign punishment form the Authorities.
 
1961 saw the death of Danny Dawson, the very good Professor 
of History (had he been wounded at the Somme?). There was 
considerable anxiety among the student body (especially those 
studying History) as to who his successor  might be.  This proved  to 
be C. D. Chandaman  but was not finalised until after we had left. In 
the meantime we had to be content with various people who lectured 
to us. They were mostly from Cardiff University and were good.
 
It was a time of national importance (at  least we thought so).  An 
anti-apartheid March took place, which most of the students and two 
of the lecturers joined. It was one of the first in the country and set 
a precedent for countless others in the ensuing decades which were 
eventually  successful. The Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament 
was supported by many of the students and the 1960s saw the first 
bid to join the European Union (then often known as the Common 
Market) and this also divided student opinion. South Africa left the 
Commonwealth (but was readmitted 33 years later). At virtually the 
same time, the Commonwealth Immigration Act was passed and 
Nigerian Independence came in 1960. It is interesting to note that 
many of these issues remain important today.
 
In short, my time at SDC was very enjoyable though I had to work 
extremely hard. Fortunately, there were few distractions in Town. I 
am still in touch with some of the student body, one of whom lives 
in Australia, one in Zimbabwe and one in Britain itself. My SDC 
experience was also important in that it enabled me to get further 
degrees and certificates in other Universities and to teach History 
in Kenya (5 years) and English in Indonesia (5 years), Vietnam (6 
years) and Palestine (6 months: one had to be in the house by 10 
o'clock pm), as well as in Britain, of course. I think that my decision 
to study at SDC was the best decision I have ever made and I still 
think  this over half a century  later.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
Chris Staples  History 1962

I was advised to go to St David’s College, Lampeter  by my 
Vicar when other alternatives had proved negative. It was pre 
UCCA days. I was informed that I was accepted because of my 

testimonials. 
 
I became a student at SDC on October 8th,1959, General Election 
Day. I listened to the results during  some of the following night; I 
hope I didn’t keep my room-mate awake doing this. I was pleased 
that SDC was all-male at that time though I have changed my mind 
since as has SDC of course. I was not too pleased to be 'in digs' for 
my first two years which were not very good though the person with 
whom I shared was very pleasant indeed. We were  not  allowed into 
the pubs  in town but this was later rescinded;  though we were told 
that anyone who got drunk would be immediately rusticated. The 
students were also given a Director of Studies. I was lucky in that 
my Director was Frankie Newte who was not only very nice but was 
a good Director as well.
 
Things  improved a lot while I was there both for me personally 
and for the College as a whole. In the third year I lived in College 
(in OB). I was Deputy Senior Scholar and had to deputise for the 
Senior Scholar when he was absent. The most important occasion 
was  attending a dinner at which Edward Heath and Henry Brooke, 
both Cabinet Ministers, were present. This was to celebrate the 'link 
up' between Cardiff University and Lampeter for the purposes of 
Government Funding, for which the College was ineligible before 
this. I had to say the Grace which was a long one and was  in Latin.*I 
was prevailed upon by the Chairman of the Junior Common Room 
who was also present to report proceedings to the JCR.
 

REMINISCENCES

This year’s London Branch annual dinner speaker was to 
have been Chris Webber (grad. 1960 and 2011), the Society’s 
Assistant Treasurer and Severnside Convenor.  However, on 

Sunday 26th May, Chris very sadly died.  As a mark of respect no 
attempt was made to find an alternative speaker for the occasion.  
Instead, a few words were said in his memory at the dinner.  He was 
an indefatigable worker for the Lampeter Society.  For example, as 
Assistant Treasurer, he set about improving our financial position.  He 
also took on the post of Severnside Branch Convenor.  In addition 
he spent time and energy researching and writing up historical issues 
relevant to the Society, and was very active on the Society’s behalf 
in a myriad other ways.  Indeed, the tangible results of some of his 
recent efforts are pictured earlier in this Link Extra. A full obituary 
will be prepared for issue in next year’s Link.  Meanwhile no doubt 
all members of the Society share in offering heartfelt condolences to 
his family.

CHRIS WEBBER
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