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The images on the front and back covers are both reproduced courtesy of  Sarah Roberts and the Roderic Bowen Library  
and Archives, UWTSD. 

The front cover shows Old Building, c. 1830, and is by the English engraver Charles John Smith (1803–1838). It is  
interesting to compare it with the two images of  the same building discussed in Pushka Evans’ article in this edition  
– View From The Dulais.
 
The image on the back is by Leonard Glynne Lewis. He was born on 27 February, 1894, in Pontypridd, where his parents ran 
the Central Homes Workhouse. Having attended school first at Pontypridd Boys Grammar School and then at Christ College 
Brecon, Leonard enrolled at Saint David’s College in October, 1912, and was awarded the Phillips Scholarship in that same 
year. He was particularly active in the sporting life of  the college and gained his colours for both the Rugby 1st XV and the 
Cricket 1st XI.
 
When war broke out in August, 1914, Leonard joined the Public Schools’ Battalion and was later gazetted to the 18th Welch 
Regiment. He was awarded the Military Cross for conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty at the Battle of  Cambrai on 20 
October, 1917. He was killed in action at the age of  23 at Bourlon Wood on 24 November, 1917.
  
Second Lieutenant Leonard Glynne Lewis M.C. is commemorated on the Cambrai War Memorial at Louverval Military 
Cemetery, France. He is also remembered on the War Memorials of  both the Christ College Brecon and Pontypridd Boys 
Grammar School as well as on the Saint David’s College Roll of  Honour.

This edition of  The Link Extra was designed and printed by the Department of  Technology Enhanced Learning, UWTSD.

STOP PRESS!!
REUNION 2018

The next Lampeter Society Reunion will take place in  
Lampeter from 13 – 15 July, 2018.

SPONSORED LECTURE

A real first for the Society! The inaugural sponsored 
Lampeter Society Lecture took place on Monday, 15 
February, 2017. The speaker was Professor Jane Cartwright 
and the title of  her lecture was The Welsh Life of  St. Ursula. 

Professor Cartwright is based at UWTSD and has research 
interests in medieval Welsh history, literature and religion, 
particularly saints’ cults and hagiography. She is currently 
working as Co-Investigator on a major AHRC-funded project 
on The Cult of  Saints in Wales: Welsh-language Sources and 
their Transmission, based at the University of  Wales Centre 
for Advanced Welsh and Celtic Studies. 

Her major publications include Celtic Hagiography and Saints’ 
Cults and Feminine Sanctity and Spirituality in Medieval Wales. She 
has served as a Member of  the Court of  Governors of  the 
National Library of  Wales, continues to serve as a member 
of  the AHRC’s Peer Review College, and is a Fellow of  the 
Royal Historical Society.

SWANSEA BRANCH DINNER

Tracey and Peter Wilkinson attended the Swansea Branch 
Annual Meeting and Dinner on Friday 3rd March, following 
a Service at St Mary’s Church. Peter talked about his time 
at Lampeter, including meeting Tracey, and their lives - 
separately and together - as he pursued his career as a Royal 
Naval submariner, leading to his position on the British 
military General Staff. Offstage, later, he told us of  the 
discipline and informality of  life on a submarine.

Quirky fact: a Lampeter friend of  Peter’s, Frank Povey, is 
married to Svetlana, who once worked for Mr Alexander 
Kalashnikov - of  AK47 fame! - for whom she was a translator. 
Frank and Svetlana live in the Brighton area.

A minute’s silence was observed in memory of  former 
Lampeter alumni who had passed away since our previous 
meeting. These included Haydn Voyle, whose funeral in 
Newport saw over a dozen of  his friends present at the 
church. His coffin left for burial to the sound of  Hawkwind’s 
“Silver Machine”, which drew great chuckles.

We would love to see more ex-Lampeter students join us on 
Friday, 2nd March, 2018. Contact steffanap@msn.com with 
the subject line Lampeter Dinner 2018.

Steffan Ap-Dafydd (1976; 1991), Swansea Convener

BORÉ PROJECT UPDATE

As you may be aware, this year the Lampeter Society donated 
£750 to the reforestation project in Kenya with which the 
University students are closely involved. Further details can 
be found on the website - http://archive.cynnalcymru.com/
news/forest-project-update-bore-kenya.  
 
The letter below was emailed to us by 
alex.katana2013@gmail.com.

Dear all - our donors and supporters. Work has started on 
the Boré Forest Centre accommodation block! The 
accommodation block started yesterday creating feelings of  
happiness in all our hearts. I, as the Project Manager at Boré 
on behalf  of  the BGU COMMITTEE, say thank you all 
for your great support and encouraging comments. Here at 
Boré, most of  the people are Giriamas [an ethnic group occupying 
the coastal strip – ed.] and there is a local saying - mwane mwane 
ra gonya nyoka - which means “the scattering of  snakes made 
them all be finished”. This appropriately describes how the 
Giriama people came together and united with the aim of  
doing one thing. I, too, wish to apply this saying to all our 
Supporters - if  we come together with the aim of  building 
this BORÉ FOREST CENTRE ACCOMMODATION 
BLOCK then our vision of  receiving as visitors various 
investors, researchers and well-wishing tourists from all over 
the world will be successful. Your participation will be highly 
appreciated and prayed for. 

Thanks abundantly.

NEWS REPORTS
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VIEW FROM THE DULAIS

Many years ago1, the Lampeter Society commissioned 
the late Vernon Fletcher (grad. 1966, long-time London 
Convenor) to paint an image of  the campus for the then 
University of  Wales, Lampeter2.  

He chose a distant view of  Old Building (St David’s 
Building) from the bottom of  the valley, on the far side 
of  the Dulais. The painting was duly presented to the 
institution3. Prints of  the picture, and of  details from it, 
have appeared on greetings cards, the front cover and 
interior of  the Link, postcards and elsewhere. Framed 
copies of  that picture (and indeed of  other Lampeter 
images created by Vernon) have, over the years, raised  
a fair amount for Lampeter Society funds.

Recently, in an old publication, I came across a 
photograph of  very nearly the same view, probably 
taken at around the same time. That view, nowadays, 
is considerably changed, since the taking up of  the old 
(1970s) all-weather hockey pitch and the creation of   
the new landscaping.

However I was taken by the similarity of  viewpoint 
and thought that readers might be interested to see the 
photographic image compared with the artistic one!  
[and with the front cover engraving by Charles John Smith, around 
1830 – Ed.]

Pushka Evans (1974)

1 I’m afraid I haven’t been able to verify an actual date.
2 It may have been in honour of  the 175th anniversary  
   of  the first intake of  undergraduates, but again I       
   haven’t been able to confirm that.
3 Sadly I have no idea where it now hangs.

FEATURES

Adrian Gaunt, as editor of  The Link and fellow Exonian 
(adopted), showed me James Ogden’s piece for inclusion 
in the recent March edition (‘Lloyd Thomas and the 
Savage Markers’), thinking it might be of  interest to me 
because it deals with the Part One Examinations in 1963 
and I was at the end of  my first year at Lampeter  
at the time. 

As a matter of  fact I was unable to attend any of  the 
June Part One Exams in 1963 - I was diagnosed with 
highly infectious scarlet fever by the GP just before the 
exams and Lampeter rushed me off back home so that 
there would not be an epidemic among students over 
the exam period! The result was that I had to take all 
of  the Part One re- sit exams for Philosophy, English 
and French crammed together over about a week in 
September, at the rate of  two per day I seem to recall (I 
didn’t pass them all, and couldn’t re-sit, since these were 
the re-sits, but was permitted to repeat the year, which I 
did, successfully, graduating in 1966). James Ogden was 
one of  my teachers in 1962-63, before he left. I first met 
JR Lloyd Thomas when I went for interview aged 17, sat 
with him in his study with a cup of  tea, and was shown 
to a room for the night complete with electric blanket, 
which he proudly demonstrated! 

On to the article: I should emphasise that I don’t take 
issue with the general thrust of  Mr Ogden’s article, which 
makes many compelling points, and ones I recognise as 
an erstwhile university lecturer myself, but I do think it 
worth making a few remarks by way of  comment. 

He starts by saying that it may be the right time to review 
the Revd. JR Lloyd Thomas’s remarks in his book Moth or 
Phoenix? on savage marking in the Part One Examinations 
of  1963. He doesn’t say why it might be timely, but 

SOME COMMENTS ON  
J. OGDEN’S ARTICLE 
- LLOYD THOMAS AND  
THE SAVAGE MARKERS

maybe this is obvious to others. The Examinations 
took place 53 years ago, JR Lloyd Thomas’s book was 
published 37 years ago, and its writer died 33 years ago. 

A couple of  points on quotations: I can’t judge the 
selected bits of  quotation out of  context, not having  
the book, but I can’t feel confident when quotation  
marks aren’t paired: 

Problems would arise because “we now had a lengthy  
tail of  junior lecturers, and it is sad but true that junior 
men mark stringently. In the event these “over zealous” 
juniors “were very conscious...” 

Or when two bits of  quotation are then conflated: 

...he met with “obstinate professional pride” and 
“ridiculous” unwillingness to have marks questioned. 
Well, such ridiculous obstinacy...etc. 

There do also seem to be errors of  fact: his table shows 
no absentees for papers II and III, but I at least was 
absent from the June exams, as I mentioned earlier, 
and here he is only talking about those exams since he 
says that some examinees were referred, which couldn’t 
happen to those failing a September re-sit. 

He also says that “arguably only a grade A at [A]  
level would normally have suggested suitability for 
Honours”. But at that time candidates entered the  
first year only as part of  a General Degree; it was  
their performance in the Part One exams and their 
willingness to continue in one discipline that decided 
whether they could pursue Honours. 

He mentions UCCA: it may be germane to observe 
that UCCA only existed then as a management board 
and played no part in processing applications for those 
applying in 1962, and so for those students taking the 
Part One exams at the end of  their first year in 1963. 
As at 1962 one had to apply individually to various 
universities, as I indeed remember doing. 

Alan Foster (1966)

EMINENT 
FORMER 
MEMBERS 
OF STAFF 
AND 
GRADUATES

LAMPETER’S BLETCHLEY PARK 
CODE-BREAKER: FRANK RICHARD 
NEWTE – BASED ON A VISIT TO 
BLETCHLEY PARK

In many accounts of  Bletchley Park code-breaking 
during the Second World War, it is assumed that the 
code-breakers were all Oxford and Cambridge recruits, 
like Alan Turing. Formerly the Government Code 
and Cypher School, Bletchley Park actually employed 
thousands of  people.

What has not been widely known, until the publication 
of  Asa Briggs’ Secret Days: Code-Breaking in Bletchley Park 
(Frontline Books, 2011) was that Lampeter contributed 
to this endeavour in the person of  Frank Newte. Newte 
had been appointed to Lampeter in 1938 from Hertford 
College, Oxford, to assist Professor Harold Harris in 
teaching Classics. Newte had had a brilliant academic 
career at Oxford: he had matriculated in 1932 and 
obtained a first in the Classics Moderations in 1934 
and then went on obtain a degree in Greats in 1936 
and in Theology in 1937. In 1935 he won the highly 
prestigious Chancellor’s Prize tor Latin Verse. His verse 
(on Boudica) was recited in the Sheldonian Theatre in 
Oxford and was published by Blackwell; today, because 
of  this poem, he is credited with some of  the most 
original translations of  early fifth century Latin verse1.

THIS IS A NEW SECTION FOR WHICH WE 
WOULD LIKE SUGGESTIONS – AND PREFERABLY 
CONTRIBUTIONS – FOR FUTURE ISSUES OF 
THE LINK. THIS TIME, WE HAVE TWO PEOPLE 
WHOSE MEMORY WE SHOULD LIKE TO 
COMMEMORATE (FRANK NEWTE AND BOB 
SHARPE) - IN ADDITION TO ONE WE SHOULD 
LIKE TO HONOUR (BRUCE PARKER). 

1 C.D. Williams, Boudica and Her Stories: Narrative Transformations 
of  a Warrior Queen, University of  Delaware Press, 2009, pp. 68, 
135; his verse includes the claim that Boadicea had scythes on 
her chariot wheels.
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The philosopher R. A. Sharpe was most widely known 
through his work in aesthetics. His Contemporary Aesthetics: A 
Philosophical Analysis appeared in 1983, and The Philosophy 
of  Music in 2004. In his Music and Humanism (2000), 
described by one reviewer as “a richly observed and 
highly insightful piece of  writing that should be read by 
anybody seriously interested in the current state of  musical 
aesthetics”, Sharpe examines the humanist conception of  
music as a language, stressing the fundamental connections 
between music and human life, and argues against the 
persistent tendency to underestimate the cognitive element 
in our response to music.

His deep commitment to the idea that our tastes in the 
arts can be more or less well-informed was closely linked 
with his anger at images that have come to dominate 
public thinking about education: for example, the image 
of  pupils and students as “customers”. In a letter to 
The Independent (15 August 2001), he wrote, with 
characteristic passion:

‘The dreadful thing about all this is that nobody will be  
surprised that such stupid and ill-considered twaddle comes  
from the Chairman of  the Learning and Skills Council in an 
address to the Royal Society of  Arts. The rock-bottom morale in 
education in this country is not only a product of  the way that 
endless and pointless paper chases have interfered with teaching  
and learning; it is also a result of  the way education seems to be 
run by people who have no understanding of  the way education 
enriches lives or the way it can be a voyage of  discovery, and who 
lack the wit to see the obvious objections to their view that education 
is just another form of  business’.

Alongside numerous other publications in aesthetics, 
ethics, the philosophy of  science, psychoanalysis, and the 
philosophy of  mind, in the last 10 years of  his life Sharpe 
was increasingly concerned with what he regarded as the 
deeply corrupting effect that religious belief  may have on 
morality. In his book The Moral Case Against Religious Belief 
(1997) he argues that some important virtues cease to 
be virtues at all when set in a religious context, and that, 
consequently, a religious life is, in many respects, not a 
good life to lead.

In another book on the same theme, on which he was 
working when he died, he writes that his tone in the earlier 
work had been more generous to believers than some 
might think appropriate “partly because I owed much to a 
Christian upbringing and because much of  it I still value”. 
He adds that the sequel will be “much harsher” because 
“the intervening decade has brought home to us the 
terrible results of  religious conviction”.

Born in 1935 in Penzance, Sharpe had a passionate  
interest in music from an early age and his career might 
have gone in that direction, but he studied English and 
Philosophy at Bristol University, where he was taught by 
Professor Stephan Körner, whose influence ensured that he 
stayed in Philosophy. Sharpe studied for a PhD at Birkbeck 
College, London, and in 1964 was appointed an Assistant 
Lecturer in Philosophy at St David’s College, Lampeter, 

where he remained until his retirement as Professor 
Emeritus in 1997.

Sharpe played an enormously important role in the 
development of  the Philosophy Department at Lampeter 
during his 33 years there. He was, above all, a wonderful 
teacher, whose transparent enthusiasm for the subject, 
utterly unassuming manner and endless patience inspired 
generations of  students. The quality of  his teaching was 
intimately connected with the compassion, passionate 
commitment, wide learning and humour that were 
embodied in all of  his life and work.

A deep hostility to pomposity, unnecessary obscurity, 
and the technical expertise utterly disconnected from 
central human concerns that marks much contemporary 
philosophy, was combined with an enormous generosity of  
spirit and a wonderful sense of  the ridiculous in a way that 
inspired deep affection.

Bob Sharpe ran music appreciation groups, which 
introduced many philosophy students and others to the 
wonderful music that was so central to his own life, and did 
his best to foster a greater appreciation of  composers, such 
as Berlioz, whom he felt to be undervalued. A keen pianist 
all his life, he hugely enjoyed the extra time he was able to 
devote to playing once he retired from full-time teaching, 
continuing to widen his repertoire and refine his technique.

Other joys of  retirement included long forest walks  
with the dozen or so dogs with which he and his second 
wife, Lynne, lived. Nature, and in particular animals, 
became increasingly important to him: an ability to 
find enormous joy in rolling in the grass with a litter of  
puppies and be startled by the intelligence of  a hen or the 
rich emotional life of  a dog went with a growing horror 
at the cruelty and callousness that mark so much of  our 
treatment of  other species.”

Robert Rosset (1974) 

[Note from Ed.: Pushka Evans (1974) pointed out to me that the 
introductory item below about Robert Augustus Sharpe was 
published in the 2007 edition of  The Link:

“Bob Sharpe died on St David’s Day 2006, 
at the age of  70.  Born in Cornwall and 
brought up a strict Baptist, he took a 
degree in philosophy and English at 
Bristol and, after an MA there, a 
PhD from Birkbeck College and 
a two-year Fellowship at 
Reading University. He 
joined the then St David’s 
University College as 
an assistant lecturer, 
becoming Professor in 
1985 and Professor 
Emeritus in 1997, 
continuing to teach after 
his early retirement.

The second volume of  William Price’s history of  Lampeter 
claims that Frank Newte left St. David’s College in 1939 
for war service in the Royal Artillery, where he became a 
Regimental Sergeant Major — somewhat implausibly given 
his slight build. This was the cover story that he told when he 
returned to Lampeter after the war.

Nevertheless, Newte appears in Briggs’s book, in which 
Briggs describes the various out-stations and off-shoots of  
Bletchley Park, which grew as code-breaking assumed greater 
importance in the war. One of  these was the Shenley Road 
Military Camp, about half  a mile from Bletchley Park itself, 
where Briggs and Newte were originally based. Briggs writes:

My closest friend in the Camp was Frank Newte, who in civilian 
life was a lecturer at Lampeter. Jimmy Thirsk... remembered 
Newte when he was a corporal at Beaumanor, as ‘gentle and 
erudite’. In the mess he was not always gentle. I argued about 
politics with him at immense length —and passionately. He was 
the most right-wing friend that I have ever had. Our good relations 
only just survived the Labour victory at the general election of  
1945. He thought that a country that had thrown out Churchill 
was not worth living in. I was saved only because he thought that 
my getting a fellowship at Oxford would take me straight into 
Paradise. Most of  the warrant officers and sergeants in Bletchley 
Park shared my views, not his (103-4).

A check with the Bletchley Park roll of  honour reveals 
that Newte was not in the Royal Artillery at all. He was 
in the Army Intelligence Corps and attached to SIXTA. 
SIXTA was an acronym for Number 6 Intelligence School 
Traffic Analysis. In 1941, when Newte was assigned to it 
by the Intelligence Corps, SIXTA had a chequered past, 
having started as the Central Intelligence Section of  the 
Intelligence Corps in 1940 with the role of  identifying and 
decoding German signals. Its technical wing was charged 
with examining radio frequencies and call signs. Number 
6 Intelligence School was opened in March, 1941, and 
concentrated on German radio techniques; it soon moved  
to Beaumanor, Leicestershire - which, from Briggs’’ account, 
is where Newte served.

In May, 1942, it was agreed that SIXTA should move to 
Bletchley Park since its work was vital to the code-breakers 
in Huts 3 and 6 (the most famous code-breaking units) there. 
According to Tony Sale on codesandcipherers.org.uk, the 
work of  SIXTA ‘became vital to the Hut 6 Enigma-breaking 
efforts.’ Moreover, the members of  the group were all 
handpicked for their ability.

Briggs’s reference to Warrant Officers and Sergeants is 
explained by the fact that as a matter of  policy the code-
breakers were not permitted to become commissioned 
officers. It also explains how Newte achieved the rank of  
Regimental Sergeant-Major. The claim that Newte served  
in the Royal Artillery was, like the stories adopted by many
Bletchley Park veterans, simply the cover he chose to explain 
his wartime secret work.

Newte returned to Lampeter from army service in early 
1946 and, like all Bletchley Park staff, remained silent about 

his role in the War. He remained a lecturer in Classics at 
Lampeter until he planned to retire at the end of  1977. As 
Lloyd Thomas made clear in Moth or Phoenix (p.104), this was 
especially heroic because Lampeter members of  staff were 
paid significantly below the salary levels of  staff in publicly-
funded universities (by about £300 a year in 1960) - and he 
probably taught more classes than any other Classics lecturer 
in the country. 

He served for a time as librarian but otherwise his service to 
the College and the country has passed largely unnoticed.

In his Annual Report for 1976-77, his last as Principal, Lloyd 
Thomas recorded the death of  Frank Newte on 20 May, 
1977, aged 64, and just a few months short of  his fortieth year 
on the staff at Lampeter. Lloyd Thomas also noted that for 
his funeral the chapel was crammed with his former students 
and staff, and afterwards he was interred in St Peter’s Church. 
(Without any irony in the next sentence, Lloyd Thomas 
noted that the longest serving member of  staff, the Manciple, 
Meurig Griffiths, had been awarded the Queen’s Silver Jubilee 
Medal.) It was left to Professor Norman Gully of  the Classics 
Department, in his contribution to the Annual Report, to 
record Newte’s ‘devoted service, both as a teacher and as a 
Latin scholar’, commenting that he would ‘be remembered 
with affection and respect by a long line of  students and 
members of  staff.’

In fact, of  course, great though the debt was that the College 
owed him, it was nothing compared to the debt he was owed 
by his country. For if, as historians now widely acknowledge, 
the work of  Bletchley Park played a vital contribution to 
winning the war, and after 1943 in shortening it by perhaps 
as much as two years, the debt owed to Frank Newte as one 
of  the code-breakers was quite simply to have contributed to 
the Victory of  the Allies in 1945. That he went to his grave 
unacknowledged for his part in that Victory is a poignant 
testimony to Frank Newte.

Chris Staples (1962) 

BOB SHARPE

The name was mentioned at one of  the unofficial Reunion 
dinners in Lampeter in August, 2016. He never received an 
obituary in The Link but I was told by Craig Jamieson and Dr 
John Ryder that that he was very eminent and that his chair at 
Lampeter was a ‘personal chair’. Since then, I have found two 
obituaries in The Independent and The Guardian. The latter 
is reproduced below. It was written by David Cockburn and 
published on 24 April, 2006.

“Robert Augustus Sharpe, philosopher: born Penzance, 
Cornwall 19 July 1935; Assistant Lecturer in Philosophy, 
St David’s College, Lampeter (later University of  Wales, 
Lampeter) 1964-65, Lecturer 1965-72, Senior Lecturer 
1972-85, Professor 1985-97 (Emeritus); married 1959 Pam 
Peacock (one son, one daughter; marriage dissolved 1989), 
1991 Lynne Evans; died Carmarthen 1 March 2006.



An able contributor to issues in logic, philosophy of  
science and philosophy of  mind, he will be remembered 
particularly for his work in aesthetics. He wrote 
Contemporary Aesthetics (1983) and Music and 
Humanism (2000).”]

BRUCE PARKER

He was educated at the renowned Elizabeth College 
in St. Peter Port, Guernsey, and graduated from 
Lampeter in 1963. He was a member of  the winning 
team on University Challenge when representing the 
College during the early 1960s. He went on to even 
greater things. He is a former presenter of  BBC1’s 
Antiques Roadshow; presented the BBC Regional news 
programme South Today for 35 years; and has been 
honoured with an MBE for his charity and community 
work in Hampshire and the Channel Islands. Moreover, 
he is Chairman of  the Friends of  Winchester Cathedral, 
of  which he is a Trustee, and chairs the educational 
charities of  Elizabeth College and its Gibson Fleming 
Scholarship Trust.

Carleton Rees Tarr (1962)

JOHN HOLLIMAN

John Holliman (B.A. 1965, L.Th. 1967) sadly died of   
a brain tumour on 4 March this year. My wife and I 
are godparents of  the eldest son. John was, of  course, 
the Venerable J.J. Holliman, former Archdeacon of   
the Army and Deputy Chaplain-General. 

Bill Fillery (1969)

HILARY BOWEN

We received word from Susan Hots 
(shotz15@icloud.com) in the Spring of  the sad death  
of  Hilary Bowen (1968-1971). She died in February 
2016 but notification was delayed. Our condolences  
to her family and many friends.

OBITUARY


