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We are proud of what our students achieve with us and what they go on 
to do after graduation, so we have gathered a few of their stories, and 
some employment data, to share with you.

Here you will find Oscar-winning art school graduates and innovative 
product designers, published poets and engineering experts on the fast 
track to success. UWTSD alumni are making a difference in many fields, 
from teaching and youth work to business, sport, the arts, health, higher 
education and more.  

Our former students speak of how the support they received helped them 
in their careers. As well as providing a nurturing environment, the university 
embeds employability into its courses, brings employers in and sends 
students on internships in order to provide a practical preparation for 
working life alongside academic study. 

Our dynamic and innovative approach includes Life Design, a four-step 
programme available to all UWTSD students, created to help you make 
the most of your time at university and to ensure you are ready for life in a 
rapidly changing world. 

UWTSD offers a range of entrepreneurship and employability 
enhancement opportunities by working with employers and community 
organisations to develop skills required for self-employment or for working 
in business. In addition, many of our academic courses include elements 
of work-based learning or live projects.

We share our graduates’ stories under #FromHigherEdToHired on social 
media. Choose to study with us at UWTSD and we will be looking forward 
to hearing yours.
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Employers include:
• British Airways
• British Telecom
• Dyfed-Powys Police
• Jaguar Land Rover
• Ministry of Defence
• National Autistic Society
• NPT Homes
• Brains Brewery
• Welsh Water
• Tata Steel
• HM Prison Service

• Day’s Motor Group
• The London Mint Office
• Ford Motor Company
• Enterprise Rent-a-Car
• Tesco
• South Western Ambulance   
 Service
• DW Fitness
• Carmarthenshire County Council
• University of Leicester   
 Archaeological Services

EMPLOYABLE  
GRADUATES
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88
UWTSD

started a business  

in 2015/16.

UWTSD
3rd in the UK 

number of active graduate 
start-ups in 2015/16, with 567.

Source: HE Business and Community Interaction Survey 2015/16

• Brain Associates Ltd – marketing and manufacturing
• Engineering Education Scheme Wales – design
• Red Dragon Flagmakers – marketing and sewing machine work
• Dezrez – design and marketing
• Jane Systems Ltd – marketing internship
• IndyCube – Multi-Media Designer
• Business in Focus – event management
• SureView Systems – Junior QA Engineer
• H&M 
• Hallmark

UWTSD offers courses that develop entrepreneurial and creative 
skills, enabling students to have the best opportunities to gain 
employment and to contribute to the prosperity of their local 
communities.

UWTSD offers an Internship Bursary of up to £1,000 for 
2017/18, which is available to full-time undergraduate students 
wishing to gain additional, relevant work experience with a 
company/group that cannot offer paid employment.
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• 3D Visualiser at I-Create
• Cabin Crew at British Airways
• Prison Officer at HM Prison   
 Service
• Occupational Health Nurse   
 at Abertawe Bro Morgannwg  
 University Health Board
• Senior Mental Health Support  
 Worker at ERA Living Solutions
• Marketing Co-ordinator at Day’s  
 Motor Group
• Paralegal at BDE Law
• Engagement Assistant at Deloitte
• PR, Events & Social Media   
 Manager at The London Mint  
 Office
• Sports Coach at the Urdd
• Graduate Electrical Engineering  
 at Welsh Water

• Mechanical Maintenance   
 Craftsman at Ford Motor   
 Company
• Equipment & Logistics Engineer  
 at Oceaneering (SIS Swansea)
• Chassis Component Engineer at  
 Jaguar Land Rover
• Management Trainee at   
 Enterprise Rent-a-Car
• Complex Analysis Manager at  
 British Telecom
• Quantity Surveyor at Morgan  
 Sindall Property Services
• Web Developer at Waters   
 Creative
• Police Officer at Dyfed-Powys  
 Police

Swansea

Job titles and employers include:



Elliott Hawkins 
BA Automotive Design

Automotive Design graduate Elliott  
Hawkins designed the UK’s  
first driverless pod.

Elliott, who graduated from UWTSD  
in 2007, is Chief Designer at RDM Group, based  
in Coventry, who specialise in the design and manufacture of 
autonomous vehicles. The role encompasses everything from the exterior and 
interior styling of the pods, to the drivetrain and battery pack design. “
“To this day I still recommend UWTSD to people as a fantastic 

place to study, especially aspiring vehicle design students. It 
wasn’t just the quality of the teaching that my lecturers offered 
but also the amount of time they dedicated to each student. 
Their passion, creativity and experience is still something on 
which I draw upon daily. The abiding memory of UWTSD was 
that it didn’t feel like you were studying at a large faceless 
institution, but instead felt like a family. 

Hannah Johnson
BA Psychology and Counselling

Year of graduation: 2014

Why did you choose to study the subject you did?
I’ve always been interested in people and I also knew that I wanted eventually to 
have a job that allowed me to help people. As I studied psychology at college, I 
knew I had that initial interest and I decided to do a joint honours with counselling 
to learn about the profession and see how the two could work together. 

What was the best thing about the programme?
It’s hard to choose one thing as I think there were a number of things that came 
together to eventually make my experience a great one. I believe that the true 
expertise of my tutors, combined with a small (or smaller than typical) cohort of 
peers made for plenty of valuable one-to-one time. However, the combination 
of two subjects, and then the study of so many psychological and therapeutic 
disciplines within each, enabled me to get a broad understanding of two different 
fields of study. Since I have left, that breadth has allowed me to take on different 
roles within the business I work in.

Tell me about your job. 
I was appointed as a Director at Carter Corson in Spring 2017 following on from 
my previous role as Psychologist. We are a consultancy of business psychologists 
who work with all different types and sizes of business to help them improve their 
organisational performance through their people – we use our understanding and 
expertise within psychology and business to help people be the best they can be 
at work. To do that, we might coach one-to-one, we might work with a team of 
managers to develop their communication style and management skill, we might 
go right back to the beginning and help organisations to recruit the best people 
using bespoke design assessments and psychometrics. My role covers design 
and delivery across all of these areas and I am also now focusing on the digital 
development of the business and how we can extend our support to businesses 
and employees through online content and software.

What advice would you offer someone interested in studying your 
course? 
Make sure that it is something that you really are interested in and passionate 
about – three years is a long time to spend working, researching, exploring and 
studying if your topic isn’t that interesting to you. If you are sure, then go for it – 
and throw yourself into it, take yourself out of your comfort zone (more than you 
will be forced to) and put in the effort – you will see the reward at the end.



“

“
Sarah Chappell-Smith  
BEng Mechanical and  
Manufacturing Engineering 

Sarah has an impressive CV - 
she was working for an American 
multinational corporation while
completing the final year of her 
degree.

Sarah was initially offered a summer placement by 
Perkin Elmer, the world’s largest manufacturer of analytical 
scientific equipment for medical diagnosis, scientific analysis and product 
integrities, during her second year, but bosses were so impressed with her work, 
they extended the placement until she graduated. “
“Working with a multinational company has been an 

amazing experience. I never dreamed that I would 
have such a great opportunity while studying for my 
degree. The support I have had from lecturers here 
at UWTSD and the staff at Perkin Elmer has been 
tremendous. I would highly recommend this course 
to prospective students.

Mathew Boyle
BA Graphic Design

I have no doubt, that studying at Swansea helped me achieve my 
full potential as a Graphic Designer. The theory taught broadened 
my understanding of design, the work pushed my creativity in 
new, interesting ways, while the lecturers were  both encouraging 
and insightful, going above and beyond to help when needed. If 
you’re considering a career in Graphic design, I can recommend 
nowhere better. 



Keira Gwynn 
BA & MA Product Design

UWTSD graduate Keira Gwynn helped put a smile on a little girl’s face by 
creating a specialist chair that allows Evie to sit, play and eat alongside her 
family and school friends.

Evie was diagnosed with cerebral palsy, spastic quadriplegia at four months old. 
It affects her right side and she is unable to sit independently without tipping over, 
knocking her confidence and causing her anxiety.

But thanks to a product called the Scallop, a chair which was designed and 
developed with specialist supplier R82 by Keira, Evie can now happily play 
alongside her siblings and peers. 

R82 is based in Denmark and produces specialist high quality aids designed for 
children and teenagers with disabilities all over the world.

Keira said studying product design at UWTSD had taught her to gather research, 
analyse and use it creatively to solve real life problems: “These skills enabled 
me to create a product that not only solved a problem for one particular family’s 
needs but many.” UWTSD Film and Digital Media graduates Daniel Williams, 

Ryan Morgan and Jens Hansen, part of a team awarded an 
Oscar for their amazing work on Jungle Book, say their time at 
the University proved a perfect launchpad for an exciting 
career in the specialised industry.

All three graduates are now working for MPC (Moving Picture 
Company) – one of the world’s leading post-production 
facilities creating high-end digital visual effects 
for the television and feature
film industries.

Daniel Williams, Ryan Morgan and Jens Hansen 
Film & Digital Media



Lee Woodman
MSc eCommerce 

Martin Stevenson 
Counselling Studies and Psychology

Lee Woodman graduated from MSc eCommerce (Technology) in 2008 and 
is now a Managing Director for Visit Digital Ltd.

Could you briefly describe the organisation you work for?
Visit Digital Ltd builds software for the tourism industry, we put a tool set in the 
hands of town and city marketing teams allowing them to reach a global audience 
with the goal of increasing footfall. 

What is your job title and role?
Managing Director – I oversee day-to-day operations at Visit Digital Ltd. My 
primary role is to guide a small team of developers and designers to deliver a 
cutting-edge tourism platform on the Drupal 7 platform.

What modules are most helpful to you in your job?
Programming – although I am a competent programmer, I am self-taught so I 
skipped the first three chapters in most books when I learnt for the first time. The 
programming modules took me right back to the beginning and immediately filled 
some missing gaps in my knowledge.

Do you find yourself using the transferable skills that you developed in 
university?
Presentations were never one of my strong points, but needing to do them 
regularly at university made it second nature when it came to delivering them at 
board level in London.

Year of graduation: 2013

Why did you choose to study the subject you did?
I became really interested in psychology while I was doing my A-levels and 
wanted to go on further with it. I’d seen a lot of courses of just psychology but 
hadn’t seen counselling and psychology. I decided to go for this course as it was 
a way of going further with psychology, learning about applying it to counselling 
and, I thought, a joint honours degree looked better.

What was the best thing about the programme?
For me it was the size of the course.  As it’s a small university the class was 
around 70 people. This sounds a lot but compared to Swansea/Cardiff, it’s 
relatively small. This means you get to know your classmates better, you receive 
more support from lecturers and can make the most of better opportunities. A 
smaller class meant you could get to know the lecturers better and because 
of this I was able to get involved in applied research projects, go to student 
conferences and do amazing things which may not have happened somewhere 
else.  

Tell me about your job. 
I am a wellbeing practitioner with the ABMU Living Life Well Programme. My job 
is to provide low intensity psychological interventions for people with common 
mental health issues, such as anxiety and depression, through open access 
courses like Stress Control and ACTivate your life. We are a small team, but 
everyone I work with has great experience from all different areas of psychology.  
We also have a supervising psychologist who encourages us to get involved 
in anything and everything.  Since being in this job I’ve not only been delivering 
courses but I’ve been able to work with therapists and their clients in the primary 
mental health team, I’m involved in applied research and am currently developing 
my own courses to support young people and promote self-care for carers.  

What advice would you offer someone interested in studying your 
course? 
It is a very good course and gives a good overview of counselling and psychology, 
which in my various areas of working in psychology and mental health has been 
very useful.  The biggest bit of advice I would give anyone who is looking to get 
into psychology is to get involved in as much as you can.  It is a very competitive 
area, especially areas related to mental health, so keep a look out for opportunities 
that come up in the university as well as outside.



Kirsty Young 
BSc Motorsport Management

Kirsty is now based at Silverstone Innovation Centre, working for CMA 
Marketing.

CMA Marketing specialise in marketing for motorsport and high 
performance engineering companies (mainly for component manufacturers) 
such as Xtrac Transmissions, Lifeline Fire and Safety Systems and other 
similar businesses.

What is the best thing about your job?  
No two days are ever the same. It’s an exciting/high-pressure industry that is 
constantly changing so you are constantly having to keep up to date with all of the 
tech developments and changes, which keeps me on my toes.  

What was the best thing about your course?
There were several aspects that made the course special. Firstly, it was a small 
course so we had a better learning experience and more time with the lecturers, 
which is always a plus.

We were encouraged to work on extracurricular activities/projects with the 
engineers in the workshop which provided me with an accurate representation of 
a real-life working environment in the industry.

The course also had great links with the industry. I met my current employer and 
was offered my job when I was in my first year of university and I feel that had I 
been at another university, it would have been much more difficult to find work.

Harley Gasson
BEng Motosport Engineering

Harley Gasson is employed by McLaren and is responsible for the 
cranktrain, valvetrain and ancillary systems for the V8 engine in its various 
forms, powering McLaren automotive’s range of vehicles.

Which modules helped you the most?
I have all my mechanical principles, engineering science and engine design notes 
from university kept under my desk at work. They’re irreplaceable and have been a
constant help when designing components for McLaren’s engines.

What was the best thing about your course?
The best thing about the course was the hands-on approach and having the 
freedom to become involved in extracurricular motorsport activities. For two 
years I was Chief Engineer of the university’s Formula 4 team, and I was able to 
use the engine from this car for my dissertation focusing on the cylinder head 
performance and valvetrain dynamics. The university delivered education on a 
personal level with small lecture sizes whereby the staff knew your name and were 
aware of each student’s abilities and where they could improve.



Abi Lewis 
BSc and MSc Environmental Conservation

Abi Lewis graduated from the BSc and MSc Environmental Conservation 
courses and is now a Business Development Manager for Hydro Industries.

What is the best thing about the courses?
It was fascinating to learn more about life science and also the environment. I 
learned everything from the chemistry and biology side of things to the science of 
the coastal environment. I learned a lot about water. 

The people, the teachers and lecturers. It wasn’t like I was in an institution just to 
learn – it was a fun environment, they made it fun for students. 

We went to Gower, Swansea Bay and Oxwich Bay. For the coastal 
geomorphology, we have some of the best coast in the world, so to be able to 
study that and go out into the local area and see it was fantastic.  

Swansea is my home town, so to be able to study a course I love in my home 
town was fantastic for me. I kept close to family and friends and also made new 
friends who I am still in contact with now.

Victoria Williams 
BA Applied Drama

Year of graduation: 2016

What was the best thing about the course?
A highlight for me was when I was running workshops in a school during my 
second year, and there was a little girl there who the teachers had warned me 
about. They said she did not speak and won’t get involved.  

During the course of the drama workshops she did get involved and by the end 
she spoke – she said her name out loud – which was such a huge thing for her.  
Seeing that made me realise the power of drama and the work we do to build 
confidence and change lives, and it confirmed to me – ‘Yes, this is what I want  
to do!’.

Tell me about your job?
I have started working as a Youth Arts Worker for Valley Kids (Artwork). Valley 
Kids is a charity that supports vulnerable individuals and communities through 
play work, youth work, art work and community development. 

The Artworks team explore drama, theatre, music, dance and film for young 
people ranging from age eight up to 25 years old confronting issues that face 
young people across the Valleys Kids areas.



Roxanne Preece
BA Sports Management

Year of graduation: 2015

Why did you choose to study the subject you did?
I chose to study Sports Management because I’ve always had an interest in a 
variety of sports. Although not active in any sport myself, I have always been 
interested in sports events and developing sports programmes.

What was the best thing about the programme?
The best thing about the programme would definitely have to be the work-
based placement in the second year. Not only does this give you an opportunity 
to use the information you have acquired from university, but it also gives you 
the opportunity to gain some much-valued work experience and make future 
connections. 

Tell me about your job. 
I have previously worked for both the Welsh Rugby Union and the Football 
Association of Wales. In both of these positions, I was lucky enough to work on 
many programmes and travelled to Manchester, San Marino, Belgium and France. 
I am currently employed by a sports tours organisation called Inspire Sport. 
Inspire Sport plan and organise a variety of sports tours for all groups and ages 
across the world. I am a representative of the company and attend tours with our 
customers. Recently, I was lucky enough to spend eight days at Manchester City 
FC and Cardiff Blues RFC.

What advice would you offer someone interested in studying your 
course?
My advice for anyone interested in studying Sports Management would be to 
make sure that they research and gain a placement within the sporting sector 
that will not only benefit their university grades, but one that will also help them 
gain the much-valued work experience requested by many organisations when 
searching for employment. Having this experience definitely improves your 
confidence when applying for jobs and helps your CV stand out.



Dan Hawkes 
BSc Business Information Technology

Daniel studied as a part-time student while also working, graduating in 2016.

He is now a Complex Analysis Manager for BT, looking at big data and business 
intelligence. ““

I was already doing a technical role within BT but I needed 
more business knowledge and theory. BSc Business 
Information Technology helps you from a corporate 
perspective because it has a nice balance between data 
and business. I would not be here without doing both the 
degree and my job. They went hand-in-hand. The degree 
sets you up for the future because it gives you a rounded 
understanding of how businesses operate. The lecturers 
at the School of Applied Computing are fantastic – I would 
recommend the course, the university, everything.

Jermayne Pryce
BA Business Management

Business Management graduate Jermayne Pryce overcame dyslexia to take up a 
job with the Berkeley Group in Dubai.
 
Jermayne flew to Dubai in July 2017 to take up a position as a Business 
Development Manager. He was diagnosed with dyslexia during his first year 
at UWTSD, and thanked staff at the University for supporting and guiding him 
through his studies.
 
“I have had such great hands-on support throughout my time here,” said 
Jermayne. “It started with my diagnosis and has continued all the way through. I 
cannot thank my tutors enough and my support worker Hannah John, someone 
was always available to help me. Of course, there were times that I really 
struggled, but I was encouraged to persevere. And I am so glad I did! I am excited 
to be travelling to work in Dubai and I feel like the world is my oyster.” “
“I travelled to London for the interview with the Berkeley 

Group and was so pleased when I was told I had the job. 
My family is so proud of me. I would tell others in the same 
position with dyslexia, not to give up, no matter how hard 
things get, as if you work hard and stay committed and get 
good hands-on support, a good career is achievable.



Maria Woodman-Smith
BA (Hons) Counselling and Psychology

Year of graduation: 2013

Why did you choose to study the subject you did?
I only decided I wanted to do psychology at the very end of my A-levels (I never 
did an A-level in psychology). I developed an overwhelming interest in the human 
mind when I was struggling with exams and other big decisions that had to be 
made around that time.

What was the best thing about the programme?
I found the fact that lecturers were very approachable one of the best things 
about the programme. If you were struggling with anything course related or 
personal they were always available to help and support you.
Even though I did a joint honours degree, I found that there was considerable 
overlap between the two subjects which made revising so much more efficient. 
Also, I was in a small cohort (compared to other universities) and I found this 
a very positive experience, being able to ask questions in seminars and have 
debates, as well as the added bonus that lecturers actually know your name. 
I also liked the fact that we were encouraged to take part in conferences and 
presentations, and this has definitely helped me throughout my career. 

Tell me about your job. 
After leaving, I started an MSc in Abnormal and Clinical Psychology with the 
University of South Wales and then I set out to get some experience within clinical 
settings. I worked as a carer, resident tutor, support worker and then finally got 
my first post as an Assistant Psychologist within Powys Teaching Health Board 
NHS. This was a project funded by the Welsh Government, with the aim of 
reducing waiting times for a diagnosis of dementia. The main feature of this role 
was conducting Neuropsychological Assessments within the Older Adult Mental 
Health Team. 

I then gained my second Assistant Psychologist role within Aneurin Bevan 
University Health Board working on Acute Inpatient wards. This role has consisted 
of short-term therapeutic interventions and cognitive screenings. I currently cover 
all the Older Adult Psychiatric wards within the Gwent area; Newport, Chepstow, 
Pontypool, Caerphilly and Ebbw Vale. In September, I will be leaving this role to 
start a Professional Doctorate in Counselling Psychology with the University of 

the West of England, so I’ll be in university for two days per week, placement 
one day and working part-time for the remaining days. And then FINALLY in three 
years time I will be qualified as a Counselling Psychologist. 

What was the best thing about the programme?
I think if I could go back and do my degree all over again I would do more 
volunteer work at the same time as, after my MSc, I spent three years working in 
lots of different settings and technically I could have done that while studying.

I think that there are many different areas of psychology that are interesting, and 
even if you don’t really know what you want to do in the future, you will definitely 
find an area that fascinates you. In addition, a psychology degree is something 
that is so valued within many different industries, so you will have loads of options 
available when you graduate. 



Patrick Carton 
BA Automotive Design 

Automotive Design graduate Patrick Carton was named
in the Forbes 30 under 30 list for 2017.

The list highlights 300 young disruptors,entrepreneurs and 
innovators from Europe across 10 industries who are changing 
the world. Patrick received the Pilkington Vehicle Design Award 
for a self-sustainable car that can generate electricity from rain, 
wind and sunlight. Now at McLaren, he is helping to create new 
and innovative automotive products.

“

“I loved every minute of my time at Swansea and I do miss 
the close-knit community there. The thing I value the most 
from the course was the one-to-one tuition that I had - that 
is something that you just don’t get anywhere else and it 
really gave me a head start when I graduated and I really 
wouldn’t be where I am today without the expertise, time 
and effort put in by the staff on the course.



Carmarthen
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Job titles and employers include:
• Drama Teacher for Theatre Stars
• Creative Development Assistance for UCAN Productions
• Graduate Management Trainee for Enterprise Rent-a-Car
• Behavioural Support Officer for Carmarthenshire County Council
• Police Community Support Worker for South Wales Police
• Logistics Administrator for South Western Ambulance Service
• Teacher for Pembrokeshire County Council
• Management Trainee at Tesco
• Personal Trainer at DW Fitness
• Recruitment Officer at Ministry of Defence



Sarah Phillips
BA Theatre Design and Production 

Year of graduation: 2012

Why did you choose to study the subject you did?
I came to UWTSD to be a Scenic Artist, and throughout my three years 
discovered a passion for prop making and an unexpected aptitude for stage 
management.

What was the best thing about the course?
The BA Theatre Design and Production degree has so much to offer including 
modules on outdoor and site-specific theatre, which were particular favourites 
of mine. Since graduating, I have worked in many unusual spaces including 
London’s oldest pie & mash shop, a derelict art school and Shakespeare’s Globe. 
I would not have been given these opportunities without the necessary experience 
that I gained during my time at UWTSD.

Tell me about your job.
I have had the privilege of working on many wonderful productions. I have been 
the Assistant Stage Manager/Book Cover for the National Theatre’s award-
winning production of The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time; Design 
Stage Manager at Shakespeare’s Globe, Assistant Manager at Regent’s Park 
Open Air Theatre, and Stage Manager for Secret Cinema.

During my progression from recent graduate to West End I felt confident in the 
knowledge that I had the skills and experiences necessary to be a successful 
Stage Manager, owing to the professional standard of teaching at UWTSD.

It’s so much fun and has given me a really awesome career where I never know 
what’s around the corner!

Emma Jones
BA Business Management

Year of graduation: 2017

Emma was accepted for a position with independent financial advisers, Thomas 
and Thomas Finance (IFA), based in Haverfordwest, Pembrokeshire, after the 
company appealed for help in finding a successful candidate.
 
A five-month search had proved fruitless with Darren Thomas, Managing Director 
of Thomas and Thomas, writing  in a publication about his frustration to find 
suitable graduates with a specialist knowledge of the fast-changing profession.
 
Mr Thomas said: “We wanted to say a huge thank you to UWTSD for sending us 
the details about Emma Jones.

“We were very impressed at Emma’s knowledge and preparation for the 
interviews. She is clearly a very driven person and the degree she has completed 
with UWTSD has stood her in excellent stead for a career in financial services.”““I thoroughly enjoyed my time at UWTSD. I learnt an enormous 

amount about the topics that revolve around business today and 
in the future. I also discovered my love for finance along with 
other business areas such as business sustainability and ethics, 
strategic management and human resources management. I 
believe the skills I have gained during my time of study, including, 
problem-solving, analytical and social skills, have assisted with 
the process of employment. Just a month after completing my 
course I was fortunate enough to receive a job offer from Thomas 
and Thomas.



Megan Williams
BA Astudiaethau Crefyddol  
(Religious Studies through the medium of Welsh)

Year of graduation: 2013

Why did you choose to study the subject you did? 
I chose the subject because of the variety of topics offered and the ability to study 
through the medium of Welsh.

What was the best thing about the programme? 
I enjoyed many aspects of the course – my favourite part was the study tour. I was 
fortunate enough to visit Israel and Turkey during my degree.

Tell me about your job.  
My current post is within the Welsh Government. I work for the Permanent 
Secretary’s private office.

What advice would you offer someone interested in studying  
your course? 
I would suggest that they research/read before each module. It helps a lot when it 
comes to writing essays/dissertation for each semester.

Tracey Hughes
BA Primary Education Studies

Year of graduation: 2015

Why did you choose to study the subject you did?  
I chose to study PES as I have always had an interest in children’s education 
and welfare. At first, I wasn’t sure whether I wanted to work within education or 
community settings; PES gave me the opportunity to study modules in education, 
multi-agency models, and person-centred approaches to supporting children’s 
education and welfare.

What was the best thing about the programme?  
The best thing about the PES programme was the choice of modules that were 
available as I was able to tailor my studies around my personal and professional 
interests; this meant that I was able to choose to study the elements of the 
programme which were most suited to my chosen career path.

Tell me about your job.  
Since graduating, I secured a position within a local charity, Home Start Dinefwr; 
we support families with children aged 0-14 by offering them friendly, informal 
and non-judgemental support within their own home from a trained volunteer. 
My role is Scheme Organiser – I am responsible for the initial, and ongoing 
assessment of the family’s needs, for overseeing their support, and liaising with 
other agencies who may be working with the families. The skills, knowledge and 
experience which I gained from studying the PES programme have been directly 
transferable to my role within Home Start; I felt I was able to kick start my career 
with confidence, and draw from what I had learned while studying.

What advice would you offer someone interested in studying your 
course?
Have an open mind; there are so many career paths that the programme can lead 
you to. Also, if you get the opportunity, ask about volunteering within settings - 
get as much inside information as you can about the agencies that work within 
education and welfare as it really will help your studies, and looks great on your 
CV to boot. I would highly recommend the programme, I found it interesting, 
relevant to the world of work, and the support and guidance I had from the staff 
was second to none.



Caryl Ann Thomas
MA Early Childhood

Year of graduation: 2017

Caryl Ann Thomas graduated with an MA Early Childhood while also running an 
award-winning nursery in Carmarthenshire.

Caryl now runs Meithrinfa Twts Tywi Nursery, a Welsh language nursery in 
Llandeilo that was voted one of the top 10 day nurseries in Wales out of 360. She 
initially wanted to become a primary school teacher until she found out about the 
Early Years course at UWTSD. 

She achieved a BA in Early Years Education while also working at Y Gamfa 
Wen, the nursery on the University campus in Carmarthen, where she eventually 
became the manager. ““The lecturers were brilliant, especially as I 

was running a business while I was doing 
the Master’s. If you’re passionate about 
looking after children in the early years, 
this course opens a lot of new doors within 
Early Years for you to develop.

Mitchell Brown
PGCE Secondary Biology with QTS

Year of graduation: 2017

Mitchell accepted a job as a PE teacher in the education sector of a prison. 
Mitchell said: “I have chosen to go a slightly different path to others on my 
course. I have gone this way as I feel it is better suited to the way I enjoy to 
teach compared to mainstream schools. I am looking forward to starting this 
role and the challenges that will accompany this. I am ready to see that sense of 
achievement when a pupil succeeds!”

As well as teaching on a full PE programme, Mitchell will also be helping to set 
up a sports academy within the prison. He will be engaged in implementing a 
timetable of competitive team sports as well as a programme of fitness regimes. ““Since starting the course in September, it has been a very quick 

learning curve; looking into the theory behind teaching and 
trying to put this into practice (the fun part). This process has 
been made far more interesting thanks to great colleagues on the 
course, we have worked together to help each other as much as 
possible through some of the tough parts. Along with the staff 
at UWTSD who have a wicked way of getting you to think about 
things in ways you would never have before.



Alexandra Atkins
BA Youth and Community Work

Year of graduation: 2016

Why did you choose to study the subject you did?
I chose to study Youth and Community Work due to feeling it was the more direct 
way to become nearly the highest professionally qualified youth worker. I am 
extremely passionate about young people and have always been well connected 
to various youth organisation so felt this would support and back up all the work I 
was doing anyway.
 
What was the best thing about the programme?
The best part of the course is the fieldwork module which requires you to go out 
into the youth and community field to conduct a placement. This placement is 
well supported by the organisation you are placed in, the visiting tutor you are 
given, as well as external supervisor, which helps you unpick issues, concerns 
or feelings from placement. It helps give you a wider understanding of the youth 
work field, not just the work you may already do. 
 
Tell me about your job.
While conducting my degree, I spent time campaigning for a young adult carers 
(YAC) project in Swansea. I was very lucky to be working in a youth organisation 
at the time which supported me to be seconded to Swansea Carers centre to 
run the very, very part-time pilot: the YAC project. Due to that funding ending 
and gaining more funding to extend the project, I applied for the role as Project 
Manager of the YAC project, which I was successful in obtaining. Due to the 
nature of charity work and part-time/short-term funded projects, I am now part-
time Young Adult Carers Project Manager and LifeSkills2 Coordinator.
 
The YAC project provides support to young people aged 16-25 who have caring 
responsibilities for family, friends or someone who couldn’t cope without their 
support. The support can vary from a 1-2-1 session, support with professionals, 
youth clubs, trips and other opportunities in addition to them accessing all 
Swansea Carers centre services. The LifeSkills2 project is there to support adult 
carers over 25 to get back into education, employment or volunteering. I help  
with all levels to support them back into one of the avenues, with consideration to 
their caring roles, supporting them in a holistic way. 
 

What advice would you offer someone interested in studying your 
course?
I would suggest anyone who is passionate about supporting young people from 
all different walks of life and backgrounds should take a a look this course as it’s 
an amazing opportunity for support workers to become professionally endorsed, 
especially if they have been supporting young people for a number of years.



Lampeter
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Lampeter

90%
UWTSD’s

Lampeter students were in 
employment and/or further study 

six months after graduating.
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WHAT ARE  
 

DOING NOW?

Job titles and employers include:
• English Language Teacher at First Leap China
• Visitor Experience Assistant at National Army Museum
• Library Assistant at Brighton Library
• Trainee Site Assistant at University of Leicester Archaeological Services
• Parochial Assistant at St Augustine’s Church
• Data Entry Clerk at National Library of Wales in Aberystwyth
• English Teacher at Hankuk University of Foreign Studies
• Community Project Officer at Groundwork UK
• Advertising Assistant at Barhale



Rhys Milsom 
MA Creative Writing

Poet Rhys Milsom published his debut poetry collection entitled Amnesia  
in 2015.

“

“The MA Creative Writing course at the University of 
Wales Trinity Saint David was where I believe I truly 
found my writing “voice”. I was tutored by the brilliant 
and inimitable poet Menna Elfyn, and it was her 
advice and guidance that inspired ideas for my debut 
poetry collection, Amnesia.

Sean Strong 
BA Ancient History

Year of graduation: 2017

What was the best thing about the programme?
During my first year at Lampeter, I was diagnosed with various autistic traits. 
It was perhaps the best thing that the university did for me as it helped me 
understand myself, and now I can fully appreciate all my flaws and make them 
strengths. 

This was reaffirmed through the support given to me, through my support tutor 
at university. My tutor was someone I could talk to and who helped with my 
self-confidence. The amount of support given to me at Lampeter, alongside the 
encouragement from staff, gave me the drive and motivation to aim higher and as 
a result my grades went up. 

Tell me about your next steps.
I am going to start an MA Late Antique and Byzantine Studies at Oxford University 
in September.

Thanks to the support and encouragement from staff at the university, and all the 
hard work I had put into my degree, I finally realised that I might be able to apply 
for a Master’s postgraduate degree. 

This was achieved through hard work, having a passion for the subject and having 
an unbelievable support network of staff and academic lecturers at Lampeter. I 
cannot thank Lampeter enough for how much it has helped me develop enough 
academically and personally to be in a position to receive an offer from Oxford.



Sammy Jacques 
BA Medieval Studies

Year of graduation: 2017

What was the best thing about the course? 
I could not have asked for more helpful and enthusiastic lecturers who always 
made time to help me in any matter!

Tell me about your next steps.
I am now working towards an MA Medieval Studies. I never thought I would be 
capable of doing an MA, however through the support of fantastic lecturers and 
friends which I made at Lampeter, I am now reaching far greater goals than I had 
ever intended for myself.



Fritha Costain
BA Archaeology

“I left Lampeter in 1994, and after a brief foray into retail management and an MA 
in Archaeological Survey at Durham University, I joined PricewaterhouseCoopers 
in their insolvency arm gaining an ACCA - Association of Certified Chartered 
Accountants.  Following this, I somehow managed to beautifully combine my 
love of archaeology and experience of management and finance in a job advising 
museums and heritage attractions how to make money and attract more visitors.  
I am now a General Manager for the National Trust for Scotland overseeing 11 
properties in the West of Scotland.
 
The small size of the University meant that I had opportunities to do as much as I 
wanted to - I trained as a DJ and was vice-chair of RAG - roles that I would never 
have been brave enough to take on in a bigger university.  Most of all though, I 
had lots of fun and met some wonderful people!”

“

“Going to Lampeter was an amazing 
experience:  studying archaeology was 
fabulous and it provided the foundation 
of my interest in heritage today.  

UWTSD
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Want to know more about how UWTSD 
can help you go #FromHigherEdToHired?
Visit our website www.uwtsd.ac.uk 
Book yourself a place at an open day
Follow us on social media

https://www.facebook.com/trinitysaintdavid
https://twitter.com/uwtsd
https://www.youtube.com/user/trinitysaintdavid
https://www.instagram.com/uwtsd/?hl=en
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