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WHAT GOES
AROUND COMES
AROUND?
Pushka Evans (1974)

Is history repeating itself ? Or, alternatively,
are we seeing something unique in
Lampeter Society history? In the course
of the Society AGM last year it struck me
that something rather momentous and
unprecedented was happening.
With Rachel Whitty standing down after
some five years as Chair, our Vice Chair,
Peter Bosley (in the absence, at least
for the moment, of any other potential
candidates), very kindly and, in my view,
positively heroically, agreed to take up the
Chairmanship - again! I have copies of
all the Link magazines I have edited, from
2001-2016.
I also have a full set (bar one edition) of
Link magazines pre-dating my appointment
as editor, going back to 1988. I even have a
couple of Bulletins (the Link’s predecessor)
from the 1970s. Looking through all of
these, I can find no record of any Chair,

having once given up the post, returning
to it after an interval of several years! Of
course, Peter had never been far away,
having stayed on as Vice Chair when
Rachel became Chair in 2011.
His is a pretty impressive record of service:
he joined the Business Committee in 2000;
became Membership Secretary in 2001;
became Chair in 2002; and stood down in
Rachel’s favour in 2011, though staying on
as Vice Chair. And now, I believe a unique
occurrence: he is, at least on a ‘caretaker’
basis, Chair once again.
Hopefully new blood will, in due course,
step up to take the Society forward, but,
meanwhile, it seems to me that the mature
(possibly vintage?) variety continues to
serve it very well.

EDITORSHIP OF
THE LINK
Peter Bosley (1967 and 1977)

From 2001 to 2016 The Link was guided
to publication by Frances (Pushka)
Evans (1974) and Mick Manson (1976).
Between them they produced editions of
a remarkably high standard, and Pushka
was assiduous in searching out stories and
pictures to strengthen our links to Lampeter
and to stir our memories.
In addition, of course, to The Link itself, is
Link Extra, which is provided as a bonus for

those attending the Reunion. Pushka and
Mick - thank you so much for all of your
hard work, dedication and inspiration.
It must be remembered in addition that
Pushka was a member of the Business
Committee from 1992 to 2016, and Vice
Chair of the Society from 1999 to 2009.
You deserve a rest!

[Note from ed. Well, for this
year, I have undertaken the
unenviable task of editing
this issue of The Link
(and this Summer’s Link
Extra), attempting to follow
in Pushka’s and Mick’s
footsteps.
Now though, hopefully,
“on our heels a fresh
perfection treads” – these
publications urgently need
a new, younger editorship,
completely at home with the
use of modern technologies
and the various social
media. Please apply to
Peter (bosleypeter@yahoo.
co.uk) or myself (adrian_
gaunt_04@yahoo.co.uk)
without delay!]
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LAMPETER SOCIETY
ANNUAL REPORT 2016
Peter Bosley (1967 and 1977) [Lampeter Society Chair]

As I write this, I have in front of me two
previous editions of this Report: 2010
and 2015. The former contains an early
reference to the Lampeter Landscape
Project, to whit the VC’s appeal to the
Society at its 2010 AGM to give financial
backing to it, either collectively as a Society
initiative and/or as individuals. I believe
we all responded with enthusiasm and the
Project is now clearly visible for us all to see
and experience [see separate item – ed.].
This year, the John Ward Prize for
Ancient History was awarded to Callum
William Thomas Orr and The Lampeter
Society Prize in Archaeology to Steven
Mark Vincent. However, the Society has
discussed and agreed with Dr. Jeremy
Smith, Dean for the Faculty of Humanities
and the Performing Arts, the redirection
of the prize that used to be offered for
I.T. to “efforts to enhance College life”.
The Society is to suggest two or three
key criteria to enable Jeremy to select
candidates for us to consider. The prize
would be awarded at Degree Day along
with other prizes.
Some of you might be wondering where
the Society-financed “History Boards”
have been placed. In my 2010 Report I
mentioned our commitment to refurbish
and update this pictorial record.

In the intervening years I have regularly
pushed for this to be instigated. I have been
told that the expertise for this can be found
within the University. And where are the
boards? Still where they were but hidden
behind the display of the thoughts of HRH
The Prince of Wales.
The Society has continued to give financial
support to the Library and the Chapel
(£1000 and £500 respectively) as well as
funding the updating of the SU Presidents’
Honours Boards.
The Business Committee met regularly
throughout the year to review our activities
and to plan for the future, the first time
being on 1 October at the Celtic Manor in
Newport and the most recent on 28 January
near Cheltenham.
Dr. Jeremy Smith has continued with the
innovation of his predecessor, Mirjam
Plantinga, of regular meetings between key
figures in Lampeter and representatives of
the Society. Bill Fillery, Andrew Leach and I
had a valuable meeting on 18th November,
2016, with Jeremy, Kyle Erikson, Sian Poyer
(Finance) and Kelly Williams (Catering and
Accommodation). Among other matters,
this enabled us to firm up most of the
details for the Reunion weekend.

I can happily report that other Reunions
and gatherings have taken place through
the year, most notably the London Dinner.
Details of these activities will be found in
other parts of The Link.
Many of you will remember that at the
2016 AGM Rachel Whitty stood down
as Chair. My Report in 2010 notes that
Rachel became Chair in that year. Rachel
has worked tirelessly for the Society and
the University during this period, juggling
the demands of a challenging full-time job
with her work for the SU and Alumni. I
can assure you she has already been missed.
The comment has been made, and not
without some justification, that members of
the Society are predominantly grey-haired
and that this alienates younger graduates.
Certainly, as far as the Society’s Officers are
concerned, Rachel’s predicament clearly
illustrates the point that one can only rarely
pursue a career and fulfil a significant role
in a voluntary organisation like the Society.
However, the more young/younger people
attend the Reunion, the less visible the
greybeards will become!

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL
GENERAL MEETING OF THE
LAMPETER SOCIETY
HELD ON SATURDAY, 16 JULY, 2016, IN THE CLIFF TUCKER THEATRE AT 11.30 A.M.

PRESENT
Adrian Gaunt. John Pascoe, Alston Kennerley, Tricia Hughes, Noel Hughes, Toby Whitty, Andrew Leach, Bill Fillery, Chris Wagstaffe, Carole
Boyce, Emma Jones, Alan Fairhurst, Malcolm Foy, Geoffrey Peek, Kevin Gilbride, Owen Jeffrey, Owen Edward Jeffrey, Brendan McSharry,
Frances (Pushka) Evans, Mike (Barley) Evans, Ron Lloyd, John Bloomfield, John Ward, Neville Williams, Martine Waltho, Kevin McSharry,
Peter Bosley (Vice Chair), Dr. Jeremy Smith (UWTSD), Kyle Smith (UWTSD), Rachel Whitty (Chair), John Morrison-Wells (Minutes
secretary)
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE Anthea Foy, Richard Haslam, Richard Fenwick, John Baker, Bob McCloy, Margaret McCloy.
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MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS AGM HELD ON 18 JULY, 2015
(PUBLISHED IN THE LINK,
MARCH, 2016) The minutes were agreed
as a true record; proposed by Peter Bosley,
seconded by John Ward.
MATTERS ARISING
Rachel said that a number of matters would
be covered in the Chair’s Remarks. There
was not as yet a Treasurer in place but this
was a matter under active discussion.
GIFT AID - In the 2016 LINK there is a
Gift Aid option. UWTSD has charitable
status and the Lampeter Society can use the
University Gift Aid. All Society members
were urged to cancel their current banker’s
order and sign a new mandate with the Gift
Aid option added.
CHAIR’S REPORT
1. The Business Committee in 2015/2016
Meetings were held for the core committee
at Celtic Manor, Newport, and discussed
the following:
• Reunion organisation
• Donations for the Library and Chapel,
rugby kit and netball kit, marquee for
the Old Boys’ Reunion in December
• Accounts - current monies stand at
£23,551.23 (subscription income £4,765)
• John Loaring and Rachel Whitty 		
met with Sian Poyer in Carmarthen to
improve reporting of the accounts and
to start work on matching the subscribers
to the mailing list in anticipation of a
new Treasurer taking over
• Rachel gave updates to Committee members
on UWSTD Student Union activities

• Separate meetings were held at the Lampeter
Campus in October, January and April
• There were updates from Mike Scott
and Jeremy Smith on specific campus
initiatives
• Discussions around the Reunion timetable
• The Lampeter Landscape Initiative 		
and Official Opening Ceremony were
discussed
• Merging of Alumni databases
• Updating and revamp of the History
Boards in the Cloisters
• Relocation and refurbishment options
for the benches in the cloisters
• Sponsorship of themed lectures.
2. RECOMMENDATIONS FROM
THE COMMITTEE
* Continue with meetings in Lampeter
to focus on how the Society can support
Campus initiatives.
• Projects such as updating The History
Boards in the Cloisters and the benches
• Support a future opening ceremony for
the Landscape Initiative
• Investigate online booking options for
the Reunion
• Accepting payments from overseas 		
subscribers - Paypal
• Increased use of website to send out
quarterly updates on research and new
initiatives in Lampeter
• Work with the SU President on how to
keep alumni up to date with the
Lampeter Campus and its place within
UWSTD.

3. UWTSD SU ENGAGEMENT
RACHEL REPORTED ON HER
CLOSE RELATIONSHIP WITH
THE SU
* Successful probationary review of the
new CEO - Rhys Dart
* Chair of Trustee Board and subcommittees
* Risk Register completed
* 360 staff reviews in place for all
* Recruitment of more external trustees
* Restructure of campus staff to enable
better support of sabbatical officers
* Transfer of Lampeter Nursery,
Gwdihws, to new owners (Seren Day
Nursery) with support from UWSTD, so
no longer Lampeter SU liability.
* SU financial status now stabilised with
robust financial controls and proper 		
management of accounts. SU now in a
position to obtain a loan from UWSTD.
4. RUGBY DAY
Rachel reported on the day – 23 March,
2016 - to celebrate the 150th
anniversary of rugby in Wales as
Lampeter was the birthplace of Welsh
Rugby. Ron Lloyd observed in sadness
the state of the rugby field and pavilion.
The 150th anniversary game was played
on the town pitch. It was reported that
practice often took place on the all-		
weather pitches at Lampeter School.
Rachel was warmly thanked for her report.

UPDATE ON UWTSD
Lampeter Students’ Union President – Rebecca Barnsley. Owing to Rebecca’s indisposition, Rachel presented her report; this is a summary of it.

I would like to introduce myself briefly and
then move on to events in the Students’
Union over the last year. I came to Lampeter
in 2011 from sunny Port Talbot. I failed two
years through various issues but was allowed
to carry on to finish my degree. What drove
me to become President was the deep-seated
love I have for this campus and my desire
to repay the University, the lecturers, the
support staff and the Students’ Union for
everything they have done for me.
Improving the welfare of students is a main
priority of mine. I understand how university
life can take its toll on students, and without

a network of support or a safe, comfortable
place to feel at home in, it is easy to fall
behind on academic work, as well as social
commitments and general everyday tasks.
Therefore, I want to build on the fantastic
work Bea has done over the last year and
continue to improve social spaces around the
campus in the hope that it will bring students
together in an informal environment to make
new friends and socialise. Furthermore,
I want to work towards eradicating the
negative stigma surrounding mental health
issues; this will not only create campaigns
and raise money for relevant charities, it will

also bring people together in an active way,
which is proven to alleviate the symptoms of
negative mental health.
Furthermore, I feel that student engagement
and transparency is key to improving the
student experience. Therefore, I hope to
create a monthly newsletter, which will be
available to view online and in print. It will
have articles submitted by students from
different sports teams, societies and courses,
so that everyone is fully aware of Campus
activities and will hopefully engage with
them. There will also be a monthly calendar
of events.
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As you have probably noticed, there has
been a drastic change to the old hockey
pitches; the beautiful new meadow was a
great success for student socialising at a
BBQ last month. Also, on another
good note, UWTSD won the national
sustainability award at the NUS UK Award
Ceremony last week; we are very proud of
our green impact and are determined to
continue this great work.
On the Lampeter campus generally, there
has been much change over the last year.
Firstly, there is a new partnership with - as
well as investment by - a Buddhist Chinese
delegation. As a direct result, there will be
three new BA courses in Chinese Studies
and Sinology, including the potential for
Postgraduate studies later, and three halls
of residence will have a major upgrade by
the Chinese to 3- or 4-star accommodation.
Admittedly, it’s a worry for students that
the halls will be used solely for the purpose
of Chinese conferences and not for current

students in Lampeter who aren’t studying
a Chinese subject. However, the terms of
these accommodation agreements still need
to be discussed, though certainly some
rooms and accommodation in OB will be
leased out to the Chinese.
Finally, the allotment, used previously
as a volunteering project, will be moved to
create way for a Conference Centre
for the Chinese. It’s unsure where it will
be relocated to, which is a concern for
the students.
There is a new staffing structure of the
Students’ Union, about which existing and
new sabbatical staff are very positive and
excited. The purpose is to facilitate working
with the University to develop the provision
of more support for students and longer
Union opening hours, which will have a
positive effect on Sports and societies.
In fact, there are seven new positions
coming to the Union, open to graduates

and current students.
The University itself is also undergoing
major change; hopefully, this will have
a positive effect. There will be a series
of new lectureship appointments and
innovative programmes of study, including
new Masters [some details of these appear
elsewhere in this edition of The Link – ed.]
These will provide new module choices
and aim to give an excellent student
experience. Come September, I will be
holding bi-monthly meetings with course
reps to promote regular feedback, so that we
can make sure the needs of the students are
being met and that they are satisfied.
Overall then, my goal is to work with the
University to ensure that students are not
adversely affected by all the changes and I
will continue to strive to make the student
experience here better overall.

DR JEREMY SMITH, DEAN FOR THE FACULTY OF HUMANITIES
AND THE PERFORMING ARTS - gave an update on life at Lampeter.
Dr Smith gave an update on life at Lampeter
he had succeeded Dr Mirjam Plantinga
last October as she had moved to new
responsibilities. Jeremy thanked her for her
time as Dean which had seen some difficult
times – three mergers and all that that
entailed.
He reported with regret that Mike Scott’s
wife Eirlys had died in June and said that
the University would be represented at her
funeral in Oxford. Kyle Smith had been
appointed his assistant in November, 2015.
There had been a number of great events
during the last year - The Rugby Day and
the visit of the Prince of Wales for a special
Graduation Ceremony in the Old Hall,
for instance. There had also been a visit
from a Saudi Arabian Prince and strong
links were developed with Islamic Studies.
Collaboration was established with a
Buddhist centre in Hong Kong.

Collaboration and partnership was the
main theme of the year.
Finance was a great difficulty as there were
falling amounts of money from Central
Government for research. Research at
Lampeter was very strong indeed though.
There was some difficulty with student
recruitment and there was a dip of 25%
in student applications for September
compared with 2015. The campus is costly
and the Halls of Residence and OB need
upgrading.
Great work was being done on the MA
courses, especially those involved with
distance learning.
There was a new Chinese initiative with the
teaching of the Confucius Institute and a new
scheme in OB where many rooms were being
upgraded for the Master and his pupils.
The Celtic Studies Institute in Aberystwyth
was to be part of UWTSD.

The Church in Wales was seeking to
reconnect with Lampeter for parts of
ordination training as there is no longer a
residential college.
There were many conferences held on the
campus; people came from across the world
to Lampeter - a truly European hub!
Still, there was much to be done but with
these new contacts - especially from China
- and the hope of new money to upgrade
buildings, it was hoped that by 2022 the
Campus will be renewed.
A question was asked about staff
redundancies. Jeremy said that there were
two voluntary redundancies and six new
lectureships.
The Landscape Project was to have its own
sign.
Rachel thanked Jeremy for his contribution
and said he will be joining us at the Dinner.

LAMPETER SOCIETY CHAIR / VICE CHAIR / SECRETARY /
TREASURER - ELECTION AND RATIFICATION
Rachel said she wished to stand down as Chair – her life was very full. She was to remain as an External Trustee of the SU and this was
a demanding role. John Loaring also wished to stand down as Secretary.
Peter Bosley said he was willing to be the Chair for one year and John Morrison-Wells had agreed to be secretary for one year to see over
the transition. Andrew Leach was considering offering to be the Treasurer [his appointment has since been confirmed and ratified by the
Business Committee – ed.]
These proposals were agreed by the meeting.
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THE LINK

AOB

Peter reported that Adrian Gaunt had
agreed to be Editor for one year.

Rachel announced that the Table Plan
for the Dinner would be placed in the
Cloisters.

Pushka Evans and Mick Manson had
relinquished their roles as Editors of The
Link after sixteen years.

Peter expressed grateful thanks to Rachel,
Pushka and Mick for their sterling work for
the Society.

Patrick Ridgwell - a regular attender at the
Reunion – had died recently.

There was to be an exhibition in the
afternoon in the Roderic Bowen Library
& Archive of Lampeter men who were
involved in the 1916 Battle of the Somme.

There would be croquet as usual in the
afternoon, arranged by Bill Fillery.
Pushka reminded everyone of the Raffle at
the Dinner.
Malcolm Foy welcomed the hope of
quarterly reports from the College.
John Morrison-Wells (1965)

In the foyer of the library there was also to
be a small exhibition concerning the work
of Raymond Renowden in the Second
World War.

LAMPETER SOCIETY
ANNUAL REUNION, JULY 2016
John Morrison-Wells (1965)

Rain is the weather I usually associate with
Lampeter - except at exam. time when it is
often almost tropical! So it was no surprise
to arrive there for the Reunion in the wet.
One Vice Chancellor once remarked:
‘last term it only rained twice: once for
twenty-two days and then for thirty days!’
However, there was a warm and cheery
reception and it was good to be there again.
The weekend had its usual structure with
plenty of free time, which is, as always,
very acceptable. There were some very
good addresses, beginning on Friday with
a fascinating report on the excavations and
discoveries at Strata Florida Monastery by
Dr Quentin Drew from the Archaeology
Department of the University. This was
work which has continued for seventeen
years. Then, at the Annual General
Meeting on Saturday, Dr Jeremy Smith,
Dean for the Faculty of Humanities and
Performing Arts, gave us an update on
academic life. He reported on the arrival
of Chinese studies and a number of new
initiatives particularly associated with the
Lampeter Campus. Rebecca Barnsley,
the Lampeter Campus Student President,
also sent a report. At the Annual Dinner,
Councillor Hag Harris spoke (very
amusingly) - a Lampeter graduate who
never left the town after his degree!
There were the usual Chapel Services grateful thanks to the Revd. Bill Fillery for
his arrangements. At the Commemoration

Service, the Revd. Canon Andy Herrick,
Vicar of Lampeter and a 1980 graduate,
preached the sermon. We were very sorry
to learn that the Chaplain, the Revd. Dr
Allan Barton, was ill and therefore unable
to attend the weekend. Grateful thanks go
to the Chapel Choir under the direction
of Mrs. Glynis Morris who came and sang
again; this does add so much to the service.
Father John Pascoe said Mass for Roman
Catholics present at the reunion.

Peter Bosley offered to stand again as Chair
- for a limited period - and John MorrisonWells was elected as Secretary – again
for a limited period. Pushka Evans and
Mick Manson, who had looked after the
editorship and design of The Link
for the last sixteen years, had also decided
to ‘hand on the baton.’ Adrian Gaunt
kindly agreed to take on the role of Editor
(on a temporary basis – ed.) Sighs of relief
all round!

The Annual General Meeting was held in
the Cliff Tucker Lecture Theatre and in
addition to the reports already mentioned,
our Chair, Rachel Whitty, gave a full report
of the Committee’s activities over the last
year (see the AGM Minutes elsewhere
in this edition of The Link). During
the Financial Report, Rachel urged all
members of the Society to cancel their
annual donation arrangements and sign
a new Mandate with Gift Aid - see forms
in The Link - as this will greatly help
our finances. Rachel brought apologies
from Mike Scott, the Lampeter Provost,
as his wife, Eirlys, had died recently.
The University and Society would be
represented at her funeral in Oxford.

The Annual Dinner took place in the Lloyd
Thomas Dining Hall and was a splendid
occasion. Attendees had been asked to preorder their courses and this did cause some
confusion because we had all forgotten
what we had chosen! However, the maître
d’hôtel had a master-list and eventually
all were satisfied. At the conclusion of the
dinner, the Raffle was held and this raised
£212. Hag Harris auctioned a bottle of
champagne, which made £20. He also sold
a further supply of crockery with SDC/
SDUC crests for £60 – all of which went to
Society funds.

Rachel told us that she wished to resign
as Society Chair because of her work
commitments and also she is a Trustee of
the Students’ Union, a role which takes up
a great deal of her time. John Loaring also
wished to resign as Secretary. Fortunately,

In the course of all this excitement, the
usual presentation of a small prize to the
first person to book up for Reunion was
inadvertently overlooked! (Happily, the
prize – a pack of Vernon Fletcher greeting
cards - was duly sent on to John Pascoe
after the Reunion.) Peter Bosley thanked
Rachel Whitty for all her work as Chair
and also Pushka Evans for the raffle, her
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work as editor of The Link, and all the
many other ways in which she had served
the Society. His remarks were greeted with
applause and acclaim!
It was a good weekend - the Cloister
Reception and the Strawberry Tea were
much appreciated. There was an exhibition
in the Roderic Bowen Library & Archive
relating to the Battle of the Somme and the
Lampeter men involved, both as soldiers
and chaplains. In the foyer of the Library
there was also a stand relating to the visit
of the Emperor of Japan to Hiroshima and
the involvement of the Revd. Raymond
Renowden (former Lecturer in Philosophy
at Lampeter) who was in the Intelligence
Corps. The Lampeter Museum - housed in
the old Porter’s Lodge – was, as ever, also
worth a visit.
Grateful thanks go to all members of the
Business Committee for the arrangements
for the weekend and all who helped. It was
a disappointment that the University could
not offer extra days of accommodation as
in the past. However, the time was enjoyed
and well-spent. The weather improved and
we all left in sunshine and warm memories.
Roll on 2017!

UPDATE – THE
LANDSCAPE
PROJECT
Peter Bosley (1967 & 1977)
Members of the Business Committee have proposed a name for the
Landscaped area - Heddvan Dewi Sant, or St David’s Place of Peace
(thanks to a recommendation by Sally Ann Nicolls [1995]). I have
suggested that some form of monolith in the centre of the area be
constructed, symbolically to raise eyes to the sky.
Furthermore, last year I requested that there should be an official
opening of this excellent project. Well, I’m sure that the trees, shrubs
and wildflowers are now nicely bedded in (see the photographs by
Adrian Gaunt [1966] below), but there is as yet no date for an opening.
I have spoken to Dr. Jeremy Smith, Dean for the Faculty of Humanities
and Performing Arts, and his position at present is that an “opening”
at the Society’s annual Reunion would be inappropriate as most of the
University’s staff will have left the Campus after Degree Day. He has
proposed that an Opening Ceremony could take place as part of the
St David’s Day celebrations. Alumni attending would, of course, be
invited to the St David’s Day Dinner. This must relate to March, 2018,
if Society members are to consider it at the 2017 AGM.
Further information about this is awaited, but meanwhile we are free
to enjoy what has been created. Do explore it and let us have some
feedback on your thoughts and feelings. [The Business Committee has
decided to suggest to the College that they should open it whenever
they see fit – ed.]

Heddvan Dewi Sant 1

Heddvan Dewi Sant 2

Heddvan Dewi Sant 3
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A MOST GENEROUS GIFT
Sarah Roberts – Archivist, the Roderic Bowen Library and Archive

On 18 July, 2016, we received a donation from SDC alumnus Chris Staples (BA History, 1962) comprising a collection of seven
books, a selection of which has now been catalogued as part of the World War One Collection of the Roderic Bowen Library
and Archive.
The volumes include a first edition copy of The Seven Pillars of Wisdom together with a single page, twelve-line, autographed
letter (see below) from T. E. Lawrence to his friend, Major General the Hon. Francis Rodd. Dated November, 1926, the letter
was written during Lawrence’s ‘awful month’ when he dealt with the final production of
The Seven Pillars of Wisdom.

T.E. LAWRENCE LETTER
Chris’ donation to the RBLA also included a partner volume to a book produced exclusively for Winston Churchill. From
1953-1957 Chris’ father, Ronald Staples, was the owner and publisher of the weekly British periodical publication Truth. In
order to mark the occasion of Churchill’s eightieth birthday in November, 1954, Staples wrote ‘to a number of people he knew
would wish to pay tribute to the Prime Minister’. The responses were published in a bound volume which was presented to
Winston Churchill.
Only one other copy was made which was kept by the family. A letter of thanks, signed by Churchill, is bound at the front of
the volume. This second copy has now been donated to the college archive along with the original letters of appreciation from
notable individuals including Archbishops, Rt. Hons., Sirs, Lord Mayors and Lord Justices, as well as from Eleanor Roosevelt, J.
Arthur Rank, Dame Myra Hess and Henry Wickham Steed.
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YEAR GROUP
REUNIONS AND OTHER
SPECIAL EVENTS
THIS IS A NEW SECTION – DO PLEASE SUBMIT ANY REPORTS, PREFERABLY WITH
PHOTOGRAPHS, OF ANY SPECIAL EVENTS THAT TAKE PLACE DURING THE YEAR. THIS
CAN INCLUDE BOTH LARGE GATHERINGS OR SMALL GROUPS OF FRIENDS; AN EXAMPLE
IS INCLUDED OF THE TRI-ANNUAL GET-TOGETHERS OF SOME GREYBEARDS FROM 1966.

1970s REUNION

(LAMPETER, SATURDAY, 20 AUGUST, 2016)

When we all started at Lampeter in the autumn of 1972,
there were about 460 undergraduates, a number which rose
to approximately 600 by the time I left in 1976 (I was S.U.
treasurer for the final year – why would you want to leave
when you could stay for another 12 months?) Then, in 2005,
I started working at the University of Wales, Lampeter, as
their first HR Manager, and as such was in a prime position
to be contacted by Dave Farrar (joint English/Geography
graduate, 1975, life-long friend and slightly crazy person)
who thought it would be a good idea to hold a reunion of
our friends and contacts circa 1974.

Following that first weekend, when I remember getting home
with real aches from laughing so much, the annual event was
born and we have met on the same weekend every year since,
reaching our 10th [11th - ed.] anniversary in 2016. Some
stay in College, some in town. We have had dinner in the
Private Dining Room and in the Castle Green. What never
changes is the fantastic company, the jokes, laughter and
reminiscences.
This year, for our ‘special’ anniversary, we made a bit of an
extra effort and asked everyone to bring photos from their
SDUC time, had a 70’s music compilation, made sure we
were back in the PDR and decorated the room. By the time
we had finished taking bookings, we had 29 people signed up,
nearly twice as many as for that first gathering.
Memories over the 10 reunion years? Well…. “A” being
locked out of his room starkers after mistakenly thinking the
corridor was the toilet is one memory….; impromptu musical
evenings led by Marko, Ian and Norrie; and getting to know
old friends afresh and realising you probably never really
knew them at all.

Our first ever reunion 2006 - as you can see, well before
the Lloyd Thomas re-vamp.
Back row: John Pennington, Andy Aitken, Bill Blincoe,
Rich Spivey, Tony Parker, James Willmington, Chris Arkey
Second row: Anne Nicholls (Worth), Ian Nicholls,
Della Ames (Thorne), Jane Boulger (Riordan),
Carol Jenkins (Unsworth)
Front: Llinos John (Jones), Dave Farrar, Stevie Lewis
(Muddiman)
So in 2006 it was born. I was in the perfect position to
organise accommodation and a meal and we took it from
there. We agreed on the weekend before the August bank
holiday, thinking that people were less likely to be away
from home.

10

My three children all attended different Universities, enjoying
the experience, but none of them ‘does’ reunions, and
furthermore they all are bewildered by the closeness SDUC
graduates feel, both to each other and to Lampeter - and part
of the reason is that we made our own entertainment, 24/7,
for those three or four years. We had to; there was nothing
else to do! That might stifle some people but for others it
means a shared history, sense of humour, quirkiness and
loyalty which I don’t think can be repeated anywhere else.
I certainly hope we will continue holding our reunions for
many more wonderful years, meeting in that glorious place we certainly still know how to have a good time!
Carol Jenkins (1975)

NOTE: We have been advised that the next 1970s SDUC
Reunion will take place, as before, at the Park Plaza in
Cardiff on 16 September, 2017. It is for anyone who studied
in Lampeter in the mid- to late-seventies but all interested
parties are welcome. The closing date was 3 February but if
you would like to attend, you could try contacting Gaynor
Jenkins [gaynor.e.jenkins@hotmail.co.uk] in case you can be
fitted in (ed.). In addition, John Loaring will be organizing a
Cardiff lunch / dinner in April - do contact him without delay
- johnloaring@gmail.com - if you are interested in attending.

1990s-2000s REUNION

(LAMPETER, 13-14 AUGUST, 2016)

There was a band of about ten of us, aged late 30s to early
40s as it turned out – we pitched up for an impromptu
reunion. We had talks from Jeremy (the new Dean) and
about the plan for a new train link. We also had Hag Harris
speak. The union bar opened for us. And there was that time
we gate-crashed the Football Club bar until gone midnight…..
There was some formality though - three speeches and a
dinner in the Private Dining Room plus refreshments in
the ID library - but we didn’t wear suits, we basically were
ourselves, but enjoyed some formal university shenanigans
around this.
One other very useful highlight of the weekend was a meeting
I had with Dr. Jeremy Smith. He came across as someone
who is keen to make things happen. He was also clear that
he is very keen to engage with alumni – to encourage younger
generations to be better-represented in the Lampeter Society,
for example, and to work with it to make alumni relationships
work better. I also explained to him that the Lampeter
Society is highly useful as a potential funding stream for
activities which it cares about and which cannot be funded by
government – but that there should be better promotion and
acknowledgement of what has been funded by it. Finally, we
chatted about joint planning for 2022, which will be the 200th
anniversary of the founding
of Lampeter.
Overall, there was a general feeling that everyone had had
a wonderful time and wanted to meet annually – a phrase
heard was that retuning to Lampeter was like ‘healing for the
mind’, or something to that effect! There was also a consensus
though that the Lampeter Society Reunions in July were not
attractive to our generation for many reasons [but see Pushka
Evans’ “Misconceptions” article below – ed.] Nonetheless, I
had some volunteers offer to help the Lampeter Society. Our
general view of it was that if we want something to change,
we have to help it do so - and that it was up to us to start this
change as we acknowledged that we are the ‘next generation’
(late 30’s / early 40’s). But we also know that we have very
limited time (careers, families etc.) so our contributions have
to be small, but with maximum impact.

THE LADIES OF SHALLOT
Although The Ladies of Shallot was originally
started in the 1970s, there was no trace of there ever
having been a ladies’ dining club here when I started
as an undergraduate, so I decided some years later,
after hearing it being mentioned, to revive it.
The first dinner was held in the Private Dining
Room of the University in November, 2014, where
we had a lovely three-course meal. I am pleased
to say that after lots of hard work in the preceding
months by my committee and me, we managed to
gather together close to 30 members, ranging from
undergraduate students and lecturers to the former
landlady of the Castle Hotel!

The first dinner
After that first dinner we moved into town for the
second, at the Castle Hotel. After this, we returned
to the University where the first dinner of the year is
always held.
For our third meeting it was decided that we would
have a joint event with the male dining club, The
Boar’s Head, which was revived at the same time.
We thus held a cheese and wine event at the Union,
which was extremely popular.
Our most recent dinner took place on 18 November,
2016. Hitherto, all of our guest speakers had been
lecturers, so it was decided to invite back a member
of the Lampeter alumni – none other than Frances
‘Pushka’ Evans, who told us something of her time
at the university. That was a most illuminating
evening, as she provided us with props to further
embellish her stories!

It was certainly some weekend!
Richard Tunstall (2001)

Group photo – November, 2016
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The club is still going strong with first-year students
proving to be particularly eager to join. The criteria
for entry is that the member must have contributed
something to university life or the town, whether that
be joining a society, working behind the Union bar,
having a job in town, or being Union President.
The current format for the year is that we hold two
events - one is usually in November (the formal meal)
- and the second is the joint event with The Boar’s
Head, normally held around February. It would be
nice to see some members from the original club
perhaps coming back and joining us for a dinner or
two, so if anyone is interested, please contact me.
Hannah Epicheff (29000131@student.uwtsd.ac.uk)

THE SOUTH ATLANTIC
CONNECTION
There is a group of us from the mid-60s who have
been meeting up three times a year or so for the last
25 years (though not everyone is able to attend on any
one occasion) – Peter Bosley 1967 & 1977), Richard
Fenwick (1966) - when on furlough from his Bishop’s
duties in St. Helena and Ascension in the South
Atlantic, Bill Kenwright (1966), Kit Windle (1966),
John Morrison-Wells (1965), John Baker (1967), and
me.

MISCONCEPTION
This year, I not only attended the Lampeter Society’s Annual
Reunion in July but also (for the first time) the August reunion,
which is run by and caters for specifically 1970s graduates. I
thoroughly enjoyed both events, which are described elsewhere
in this Link, and hope to continue coming to both. (Ah, the
benefits of being retired and having time to spare – I came
back to a third event in November too!).
However, I was slightly taken aback when several of the
1970s attendees remarked that, though they sometimes
read The Link magazine online, they wouldn’t consider
subscribing to the Lampeter Society, and/or that they would
never think of coming to the Society’s July reunion. Why?
Apparently it’s all “too formal” and “one gets preached at”. It
seems a bit odd that anyone can say this without ever having
been a Society subscriber or having attended the Reunion
– but nonetheless such views do seem to be fairly common
misconceptions. But, in my opinion, misconceptions they
certainly are!
Minimum subscription to the Lampeter Society is £10
per year. This isn’t much, but with other income such as
donations, raffle proceeds and memorabilia sales, it does
mean that the Society is able to contribute to the Lampeter
campus on a regular basis. For example, some annual gifts
are given (for instance, £1000 to the Library), whilst grants
are also made to specific projects such as the landscape
initiative, a Classics reading room in memory of Tony
Brothers, and (a very Lampeter item, this!) a mobile bar
for use at special events. There are also one or two annual
Lampeter Society student prizes and considerable liaison with
and donations to the Student Union.
All pretty useful (and entirely painless)!

May, 2014
(left to right) Richard Fenwick, Bill Kenwright, Kit
Windle (seated), Adrian (‘Alg’) Gaunt, Peter Bosley
We usually meet up at someone’s house for coffee
(often Bill Kenwright’s, as his Abergavenny location
is fairly central for everyone) then make an orderly
procession to a local boozer of the highest quality,
and a disorderly one back; in total, only about three
hours. Strangely, most chat is about current events
rather than reminiscences, though invariably these do
crop up in conversation! We all hope these catch-up
sessions will continue long into our dotage (yes, true,
that does assume that we have not yet attained it!)
Adrian Gaunt (1966)
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Subscribers are issued with a hard copy of The Link
magazine each year and are invited to the annual reunion
(usually the third weekend in July and always running
from Friday to Sunday). The reunion tries to have a little
something for everyone, but attendees take part in as many or
as few events as may take their fancy. Some people turn up on
Friday and attend everything; others arrive on Saturday and
only go to the annual dinner. Basically it’s Liberty Hall!
There are heaps of free events: on Friday afternoon, a ‘gettogether’ in the “1822” room below LTH; in the evening,
often a talk of some kind in the old refectory or the old
library (the late-lamented Tony Brothers’ efforts in that
direction being especially memorable); and always, in the
early evening, a drinks reception, usually in the cloisters. On
the Saturday there may occasionally be an outing (such as to
Strata Florida or Aberglasney); always - unless defeated by
the weather - croquet outside O.B.; usually a strawberry tea
– sometimes with Pimms or other such delights (and on the
Society’s 70th anniversary, it was run as a teddy-bears’

ONS
picnic, with prizes for all those accompanied by teddies);
often the Library is open for us, sometimes with treasures
from the Special Collections on display; and commonly the
SU is open late on the Saturday night, with the bar and often
entertainment such as live music or a disco.

I’d like to say to those who fear ‘formality’ or being ‘preached
at’: just give the Lampeter Society and/or the July reunion
a go. (You don’t have to be a subscribing member of the
Society to attend the latter.) Then you can find out whether
your views were correct or, as I maintain, misconceptions!

Nothing very formal or preachy amongst that lot.

Pushka Evans (1974)

Certainly there are some more formal events, one of which
(the Saturday’s annual dinner) has to be paid for. The dinner
is “black tie if possible”- meaning that neither attendance nor
black tie is compulsory! This year’s dinner was particularly
entertaining thanks to the antics of our hilarious speaker
(and, of course, Lampeter graduate) Hag Harris, and to one
or two unexpected shenanigans such as an impromptu sale
of old SDC crockery. The annual commemoration service
in the Chapel and the Society’s AGM are held on Saturday
morning. We wear academic dress “if possible” to the former
but, once again, neither attendance at either event nor
academic dress is compulsory…[indeed, everyone attending
can create their own individual programme – everything is
voluntary - ed.] Sunday is pretty peaceful; just breakfast and
lunch in the refectory, and gentle nursing of any hangovers.

CONVENERS
WANTED!

One thing I find particularly appealing about the July reunion
is that it is highly inclusive. Numbers vary – I can recall 100
being at the dinner on occasion. This year some 80 people
attended, whose graduation dates ranged from the 1950s
to the 2000s. It’s great to hear of other people’s Lampeter
experiences, often differing wildly, but always imbued with
the same deep affection for the captivating place in which we
were all students.

The only people known to be acting as Convenors currently
are Steffan Ap-Dafydd for Swansea; John Loaring for Cardiff;
and Richard Haslam for London. However, if there are
others, do please let us know with a brief report (plus photos!)
of events you hold. Please note that the Society is keen to
revive the Severnside branch and it would be a real step
forward if enterprising members of the Lampeter Society
could form additional ones too; there is normally some
support available from the College for tasks like the sending
out of invitations.
Adrian Gaunt (1966)

FEATURES
LOVE AT LAMPETER (new instalment)
1965 was a revolutionary year in the history of St David’s
College, Lampeter. For the first time since its foundation in
1822, female undergraduates were admitted.

The First Women

It was rumoured that the Principal, the Rev. J.R. Lloyd
Thomas, promised all female applicants ‘a good degree and a
good husband’. In some cases this proved true, but not for all.
Nonetheless, 50% of the first intake of female students found
their future husbands at Lampeter.

Probably the first Lampeter couple to tie the knot were
Bob Wood and Felicity Tharme. They were married in
Lampeter and had their wedding reception in the College, the
day after their Graduation in 1969. Their best man was John
Willmington [see below - ed].
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Felicity and Bob Wood

Neil and Jenny Keeble

Bob’s work took them from Manchester to Staffordshire,
to Cheshire, and finally to Hampshire. They have been
in their present home in rural Hampshire for the last 30
years.

Neil was appointed to Stirling University in 1974 and
became Professor of English Studies there and later
Deputy Principal. He retired in 2010. Jenny began her
working career as a teacher in Higher Education and in
Business Management but then decided to work in a more
focused and therapeutic way. She began by completing a
Certificate in Counselling Skills with COSCA (Counselling
and Psychotherapy in Scotland) and then trained at the
Edinburgh Gestalt Institute (EGI) as a counsellor and
therapist, gaining her Post-Graduate Diploma at the end
of the four-year course. She still works in those roles. Neil
and Jenny have a son, Owen, and a daughter, Sophie.
They still live in the Stirling area.

For those years, Bob has been an independent Training
Consultant. He retired four years ago and now does
external verification for CIPD courses - working from his
office at the bottom of the garden! Felicity taught for some
years but with the birth of their elder son had to give up
full time employment for some years. She trained as a
Relate Counsellor and carried out various voluntary jobs
before taking up the post of Family Group Conference
Manager for Children and Family Services in Reading.
She retired five years ago and now does voluntary work
for The National Trust. They had two sons: the elder,
Richard, had cerebral palsy and sadly died five years ago;
their younger son, Nicholas, is a partner in a law firm in
London. He and his wife, Brigitte, have given Bob and
Felicity two delightful grandchildren: Sophia is five years
old and Max two. Since retiring, Bob and Felicity have
travelled extensively including in South America and in a
motorhome in Europe. They are regular attendees at the
Oxford reunion (organized by Anne Henry).

David Harrison was in his second year at SDC when
Christine Joyce arrived as one of the first women
students in 1965.

John Willmington, best man at the wedding of Bob &
Felicity, also married one of Lampeter’s first women
undergraduates but sadly died in 2016 [see the details
in his obituary below – ed.]
Back in 1966, Neil Keeble was Lampeter’s Poet
Laureate. Neil’s poetry consistently took first prize at
University of Wales eisteddfodau. Jenny Bowers was
stunningly attractive and a leading light in the College’s
Dramatic Society - or ‘dramsoc’, as it was affectionately
known. (I had a minor part in the their production of
Max Frisch’s The Fire Raisers in which Jenny took the
leading role of Babette Biederman). It was no surprise
that the two became an item almost from day one.
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David and Christine Harrison
At the time, they both had “other interests” but these
quickly disappeared once they met - and since they have
now been married for 46 years, ‘the rest is history’, as
they say! David was President of the Student’s Union
for his last year and Christine was the Secretary. David
graduated in 1967 and went on to Nottingham to do his
Dip.Ed. Following the completion of the course, he was
commissioned into the Royal Army Educational Corps
(RAEC) and after officer training served with 1 Queens
at Lingfield. This included the first emergency tour of
Northern Ireland in 1969 and public duties in 1970.

Christine graduated in 1968 and then did a Dip. Ed. at
Leicester University, after which she taught in a local
school. They married on 21st July, 1970, with John Jenkins,
another Lampeter graduate, as Best Man, had a brief
honeymoon in Paris, and then returned for David to be
John’s Best Man. Ten days later, they began married life
at the Ghurkha Depot at Sungei Patani in the former
northern Malaya. A year later the Depot moved to Hong
Kong and they returned to UK in 1973. Various postings
around the UK followed and their two sons were born
in 1974 and 1977. In that year, David was sent to UCW
Aberystwyth to do an M.Sc. (Econ.) in International
Relations & Strategic Studies, after which he tutored
captains for their promotion and Staff College entrance
exams. In 1984, Major & Mrs Harrison were posted to
Germany, where they spent the next six years.
In 1992, Colonel Harrison was posted to Worthy Down
near Winchester. He was promoted to Brigadier in 1997
and commanded the AGC Centre and Winchester
Garrison for his last tour, leaving the Army on 3rd
November, 2000, after 33 years. They bought a house
in Colden Common just outside Winchester (where they
remain). In the May of 2000, David was made one of
HM’s Deputy Lieutenants for Hampshire. He was also
Commander of St John Ambulance, Hampshire, for nearly
five years. He sat as a JP until his 70th birthday (November,
2015) and is currently the County President of the Royal
British Legion in Hampshire. Christine is involved in local
life in the village and church as well as supporting David in
his activities.
Anne Heath and Tony Henry got married in August,
1971, and moved to Birmingham where there were lots
of teaching jobs to be had. Anne was a Primary school
teacher and Tony ended up as Principal of a Technical
College. They had three sons, Ben, Danny and Sam.
Ben now has two sons, Joseph and Will. They still live
in Warwickshire and Anne organises a reunion lunch in
Oxford in March/April every year.

Anne and Tony Henry

Tony has pursued an acting career – he played the part
of Eisenring in ‘The Fire Raisers’ mentioned above.
Eirlys became a teacher but also was very successful as a
translator from English into Welsh. Among the works she
has translated is ‘The Welsh National Opera Company’
written by another Lampeter graduate, Richard Fawkes.
Eirlys also translated ‘Pinci’r Octopws Bach’ (Pinky the
Little Octopus).
After Lampeter, Tony worked for some time in Vienna
(Theater in der Josefstadt). He joined the Welsh Theatre
Company as an Assistant Stage Manager in 1968.
His first professional roles were with the Cardiff Open
Air Theatre and late night shows at the Casson Studio
Theatre (part of the Welsh Theatre Company). He spent
a number of years teaching French, German, Educational
Drama, Theatre Arts, and directed with Cardiff and
South Glamorgan Youth Theatres. He could recently be
seen in a moonpig.com advert. He also did a Tesco Xmas
campaign advert and voice over for Nintendo Mario Cart
Wii. Tony and Anne had two sons, Osian and Griff. They
still live in Cardiff.
Not all Lampeter marriages have been so successful
though. Catherine Layton and Chris Welsh married
after graduation and emigrated to Australia. Sadly their
marriage ended in divorce. Chris had a career as a teacher
including several years as Head of Canberra Grammar
School. He was later ordained as a priest in the Anglican
Church of Australia. He is happily remarried to Deb,
by whom he has three daughters. Cathy also pursued an
academic career as a lecturer in English. She is happily
settled in Australia with her partner Charlie.
Jennifer Southgate married Andrew Rayment.
However, their marriage hit the rocks – and the headlines
– when the Reverend Andrew had an affair with his curate
(to whom he is now married).
To end on a happier and more positive note, John Hurst
and Daphne Dredge got together in their second year
(in 1966) after a party – although Daph remembered
approaching John on her first day at Lampeter to ask
directions, mistakenly assuming the denim-clad chap
with the confident swagger was an older student. He was
attracted to her warmth and beautiful voice (she played
guitar and sang, Joan Baez-esque, at local Eisteddfodau);
Daph was drawn to his dry wit and athleticism (John
was in the College football team and also played for the
Welsh Universities side). Their tales of Lampeter included
lunches together at Conti’s café, flouting of the College’s
rule about female students staying overnight in the rooms
of their male counterparts, and Daph’s failure to keep
pace with John’s drinking, even on half-measures.

Welsh-speaking Eirlys Jones, originally from Llandysul,
and Tony Leader, from the Midlands, met in Lampeter
and subsequently made their home in Cardiff.
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is sad but true that junior men mark stringently. In the event,
these “over zealous” juniors “were very conscious that their
marking was being scrutinised by Cardiff examiners, and if
they erred, they did not err on the side of leniency”.

John Hurst & Daphne Dredge
Daph recalled John drunkenly declaring to her in the
first year that he’d marry her, despite the fact they’d
never really spoken. On leaving Lampeter, they trained
to become teachers, John making good on his marriage
proposal in 1970. They settled in Malmesbury, Wiltshire,
where they had three children: Kathy, Suzy and Chris.
Together, they shared many years of laughter, music and
caravan holidays across the continent – cut sadly short by
Daph’s death after a serious illness in 2010. John died from
a heart attack in 2014. Theirs was truly a marriage “til’
death do us part” - a marriage made in that heaven we
know as Lampeter!
John Loaring (1967)

LLOYD
THOMAS AND
THE SAVAGE
MARKERS
This may be the right time to review the Revd. J R Lloyd
Thomas’s remarks, in his book Moth or Phoenix?, on the
“lengthy tail of junior lecturers” guilty of “savage” marking
in the Lampeter Part One examinations of 1963. One of
these was the late Donald Jones, and the others - so far as he
and I could see - were Geoffrey Eatough, possibly John Ryder,
and myself. Donald said that three or four in a staff of about
23 could not be called a lengthy tail, and I argue that our
marking could not be called savage. I mean no disrespect to
the Revd. Lloyd Thomas who sought and found University
status and Government funding for Lampeter.
When the Lampeter Part One Examinations were first
supervised by Cardiff in 1963, Lloyd Thomas recalls, he
foresaw “untold misery” for students. Problems would arise
because “we now had a lengthy tail of junior lecturers, and it
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Indeed, the “plain truth” was that “our Part One marking
was too savage”. Worse still, the rather bad results were
leaked to The Sunday Times, and in defending Lampeter
he could not blame Cardiff, so all he could say was that
Lampeter had heeded the plea from Universities’ Central
Council for Admissions to admit students with minimum
matriculation requirements.
My main information comes from the English Department,
where papers 1 and 11 were marked by Professor S. C.
Boorman and myself, and Paper 111 by Dr James Sambrook.
The Cardiff examiner was Dr George Thomas. The following
table shows what happened:
				
Paper 1
Absentees
Lampeter marks
reduced by Cardiff

Paper 11

Paper 111

1		

0		

0

42		

44		

14

Lampeter and
Cardiff marks
the same

0

2		

6

Lampeter marks
raised by
Cardiff		

3		

0		

26

It looks as if Dr. Thomas thought the papers in which I had
been involved had been seriously over-marked, and the ones
marked by Dr Sambrook (five years my senior) somewhat
under-marked. Closer scrutiny reveals that what he thought
above all was that Professor Boorman’s marks were too
high; mine - more like Sambrook’s - were variously too high,
just right, or too low. So, Lloyd Thomas could only have
proved me too stringent by arguing that Professor Boorman’s
standards rather than Dr Thomas’s should have prevailed.
Donald Jones recalled that much the same happened in the
History Department.
The results in English were not bad considering that at least
ten candidates did not have English “A” level, some who
did had “minimum” or moderate grades, and arguably
only a grade A at that level would normally have suggested
suitability for Honours. Anyway, 23 out of 46 passed. This
result was worse than Philosophy and slightly worse than
that in History, but better than those in French, Greek, Latin,
Mathematics and Welsh. Consequently, in Part 1 as a whole,
only 31 passed (46%), 11 were referred and 25 failed.
Now for what happened at the Examining Board. Lloyd
Thomas says candidates sometimes failed for want of one
mark in the aggregate of the three Part 1 subjects. The pass
mark was 40% but marks of 39+ could be, and in three
cases apparently were, raised to a Pass. Lloyd Thomas says

he fought for those who narrowly failed
but at the Board he met with “obstinate
professional pride” and “ridiculous”
unwillingness to have marks questioned.
Well, such ridiculous obstinacy could not
have been shown by the junior men, who
were not allowed to sit on the Board. I
suspect if anyone was over-zealous, it was
good old Lloyd Thomas himself.
Bibliographical Note
Quotations from Moth or Phoenix?
(Gomer Press, 1980) pp. 119-21. I hope
my paper on this matter will be deposited,
eventually, in Lampeter University Library.
On A-level standards, see my essays
“Reliability of Examinations in English
at A-Level”, English (1974) pp. 65-7, and
“Two Cheers for A-Level English”, The
Use of English (1979), pp. 12-16.
James Ogden (Assistant Lecturer, SDC,
1961-3)

WHAT GOES
AROUND
COMES
AROUND? 2 (!)
I found this recently in an article published in The Saturday
Magazine - on Oct 26th 1827!
“It is pretty generally known that, the value of Church
Preferment in the Diocese of St David’s being extremely small, a
great proportion of its Clergy, till of late years, were educated at
grammar Schools, licensed for that purpose by the Bishops of the
Diocese, the expense of which was very trifling compared with
that of residence at the English Universities.
This system, though attended with some advantages, was found
to be productive of very serious evils. The idea first suggested
itself to the venerable Bishop Burgess, then Bishop of St David’s,
of founding a college which should unite the advantages of a
sound education and strict discipline, with such a limited scale of
expense as would meet the exigencies of the country.
With this end in view, his lordship collected subscriptions for
twenty years, and in the year 1822, before he quitted the diocese,
had the satisfaction of laying the foundation of ST. DAVID’S
COLLEGE, at Lampeter, in Cardiganshire, on a site granted by
the lord of the Manor, J. S. Harford Esq., for the accomplishment
of the objects he had so long had at heart. The building was
finally completed, and opened for the reception of students on the
first of March, 1827, the cost of the structure having been about
£20,000. Of this sum, £5000 was contributed by Government,
during the administration of Lord Liverpool; and one of the last
acts of Mr. Canning’s life, was the grant of an additional £1000
for the same purpose, and a munificent donation of £1000 was
presented by his late Majesty King George the Fourth.
A charter of incorporation was also granted to the College, the
corporate body to consist of a principal and four professors; and
his Majesty was enabled, by act of parliament, to transfer to the
College the patronage of six benefices, to be annexed in future to
the professorships, and held in trust by the professors during their
continuance in their official situations…..
….It is to be regretted, however, that the funds at the disposal
of the College have never yet been so ample as to place it on the
liberal footing which was originally contemplated. Two only
of the professorships have yet been filled up, the income of the
College not being adequate to the maintenance of the other two,
in consequence of which the course of education is necessarily
confined within narrower limits than it would otherwise be.”

Pushka Evans (1974)
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NEWS REPORTS
UPDATE: TRAWS LINK
CYMRU (TLC) - THE
MANCHESTER AND
MILFORD RAILWAY - THE
CAMPAIGN TO RE-OPEN
THE RAILWAY LINE
BETWEEN ABERYSTWYTH
AND CARMARTHEN
The railway link between Carmarthen
and Aberystwyth was opened in 1867
and together with its regular wagonloads of livestock, coal, farm machinery
and milk, there would have been
carriages dominated by St David’s
College students at the beginning and
end of each term. Unfortunately, storm
damage and a prevailing anti-rail feeling
in the 1960s and 1970s saw the line
closed to passengers in 1965 and to
freight in 1973. The track was lifted in
1975. Henceforth, to travel by rail from
Aberystwyth to Carmarthen meant
going by way of Shrewsbury.............
However, as many of you are aware,
a campaign has been started to revive
the railway and good progress has
been made. The campaign started
in Lampeter in October, 2013, and
has now received the backing of local
councils along the line and elsewhere
in Wales. Ceredigion and Carmarthen
County Councils are enthusiastic
and there is support from the Welsh
Assembly Government (WAG) and
Westminster.
In December, 2015, a scoping study
commissioned by the Welsh Assembly
Government was published. Key issues
identified here were that 97% of the
route had not been developed and that
new road alignments near Carmarthen
were not likely to create engineering
difficulties. Unfortunately, the short
section into Aberystwyth would require
a major re-alignment and heavy
engineering work.
In February, 2016, a workshop to
establish lines of communication took
place between representatives of TLC,
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WAG, Ceredigion and Carmarthen
Councils, Arriva Trains Wales, GWR,
Network Rail and AECOM - a
consultancy company. This was followed
in October, 2016, by WAG authorising a
Feasibility Study costing £300,000. This
will review track, structures, stations
and tunnelling amongst other things. In
the following month, November, 2016,
the project was referred to the National
Infrastructure Commission for Wales
to incorporate it into a future national
transport finance plan.
There are examples of railway routes
being successfully revived, perhaps most
notably the Edinburgh to Tweedbank
section of the Borders line to Carlisle.
The Lampeter line would be longer,
would serve more local people and
would much more dramatically fill a
gap in the national network than the
Scottish line. In England, progress has
been made on the restoration of the
Oxford to Cambridge rail link. Why
should Wales’s oldest Universities not
see a similar connection re-established?
For more information, copy and
paste this link into your browser….
http://www.trawslinkcymru.org.
uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/
Aberystwyth-Carmathen-Final-Reportto-WG.pdf
Peter Bosley (1967 & 1977)

BLESSED BEER!
Here’s something to whet the whistle
of tipple-loving readers….Father Lee
Taylor (2001) was the organ scholar at
the Chapel in O.B. for 3 years. More
recently though, in his capacity as
Associate Vicar of Croydon Minster,
Surrey, he revived an ancient Catholic
tradition going back hundreds of years
to monasteries in medieval Europe –
beer blessing! It happened on 4 August,
2016, at the historic (18th century) Dog
& Bull in Surrey Street – and it was no
small beer either, being covered by ITV
News, the press and even CAMRA’s
What’s Brewing mag.

Father Lee Taylor, courtesy of
The Londonist http://londonist.
com/2016/08/in-pictures-croydonblesses-its-beer
Father Lee first held a mass at Croydon
Minster, before leading the congregation
of around 35 to the pub — on their
way, singing a litany asking God to
bless Croydon. The congregation were
welcomed by pub locals before Father
Lee blessed beer barrels in the cellar
using holy water and incense. He then
did the same with the taps and pumps
at the bar.
Father Lee told The Londonist (5
August, 2016): “It was great to see so
many there. I spoke to many people
over a pint or two afterwards. We had
people from overseas visiting the area
on holiday who heard about the event...
[and] before I left the pub, one regular
asked, ‘Father, when are you going to do
this again... perhaps we could bless the
beer in all the Croydon pubs... make it a
pub crawl.’”
Adrian Gaunt (1966)

SPOTLIGHT ON
LAMPETER, WITH
EMMA EVANS
OPEN MEETING - RURAL
HEALTH AND COMMUNITY
WELLBEING IN MID-WALES
The University of Wales Trinity Saint
David (UWTSD) in association with
Lampeter Rotary Club presented an
open meeting on 30 November, 2016, to
raise awareness of what has been done
and is proposed for Rural Health and
Community Wellbeing in mid-Wales,
following the introduction of the Welsh
Government’s Wellbeing of Future
Generations (Wales) Act 2015. The
event featured a mix of static displays
with formal presentations from various
speakers representing the ‘Mid Wales
Healthcare Collaborative’, the aim
of which is to improve the health and
wellbeing of those primarily living in
rural communities in Ceredigion and
Powys. Consultant ophthalmologist Mr.
Manoj Kulshrestha, the first Reader
in Rural Health and Community
Wellbeing in Wales, was a key speaker,
along with UWTSD’s Roger Maidment,
Dean of Faculty of Business and
Management.
This unique, free, event in Lampeter
gave healthcare professionals, local care
organisations and the general public an
opportunity to learn what is being done
to improve and promote health and
wellbeing in the area.

24TH CONFERENCE OF THE
EUROPEAN SOCIETY FOR
ASTRONOMY IN CULTURE
[from an item dated 11 September,
2016 – ed.]
The Sophia Centre for the Study of
Cosmology in Culture at the University
of Wales Trinity Saint David is the
sponsor for the 24th Conference of the
European Society for Astronomy in
Culture (SEAC) in Bath this week.
Dr Nicholas Campion, a distinguished
academic from the University of Wales
Trinity Saint David and Director of the
University’s Sophia Centre, is a co-chair
for SEAC along with Dr Lionel Simms
of the University of East London.
SEAC was founded to promote the
interdisciplinary study of astronomical
practice in its cultural context as a topic
of considerable importance within the
general study of human societies and
their relationship to their environment.
The speakers for SEAC
2016 were chosen for
this year’s theme:
The Marriage of
Astronomy and
Culture: Theory and Method in the
Study of Cultural Astronomy. The
conference programme and speaker
abstracts can be viewed here: http://
www.seac2016.com/programme.php

The innovative courses are in the
areas of International Development,
Humanitarianism & Law, Politics,
Economics, and Ecology. Single
Honours degrees include BA Political
Ecology and BA International
Development, Humanitarianism & Law.
The International Development
programmes offer students an education
that is based on tutors’ practical
experiences, drawing upon wideranging current issues and situations
across the world from Third World
Debt, to Globalisation, natural disaster,
and political instability, whilst the
Ecology suite of programmes, including
BA Political Ecology, examines ecology
and environmentalism within a wider
political, social and economic context.
Dr Jeremy Smith, Dean for the Faculty
of Humanities and Performing
Arts, celebrating the launch of these
programmes on the Lampeter campus,
said: “The Faculty is pleased to be
launching a suite of new programmes
in International Development,
Humanitarianism, Inter-faith Dialogue
and Political Ecology alongside
innovative ways to study in the fields
of Politics, Economics and Law.
The programmes represent a new
development in curriculum provision
in appropriate and industry-related
areas that enable the faculty to offer
students an exciting and career-minded
experience.”

NEWS FROM THE FACULTY OF
HUMANITIES AND PERFORMING
ARTS
The University of Wales Trinity Saint
David is delighted to announce exciting
new areas of study within the Faculty
of Humanities and Performing Arts.

Mid-Wales Healthcare Collaborative
Left to right: Dr Rachel Rahman, Director of
the Centre for Research and Innovation in Rural
Health (CRIRH) at Aberystwyth University; Lee
Elewell, Principal Project Manager of ARCH;
Roger Maidment, Dean of Faculty of Business
and Management at UWTSD; Polly Sills-Jones,
Regional Wellbeing Assessment Coordinator at
Ceredigion Council; Mr. Manjoy Kulshrestha;
Kevin Sivyer, President of Lampeter Rotary Club.

Taking into account key humanitarian,
environmental, social and political
concerns of the twenty-first century,
UWTSD is launching degree
programmes that will address these
challenges, equipping students with
the knowledge and skills to step into
a range of careers.
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OBITUARIES
PATRICK RIDGEWELL
15/3/1930 – 8/6/2016

JOHN WILLMINGTON
(1945-2016)

Patrick died just before the 2016
Reunion, which received the news of
his death with regret. Born in 1930,
Patrick studied Maths and Philosophy
at Lampeter (graduating in 1953) and
went on to Corpus Christi College,
Cambridge, to study Maths and
Economics. He then embarked on a
career with the Ionian Bank in the City
of London, becoming respected for
his expertise and known as a “whole
picture thinker”. He drafted a code
of conduct for the Association of
Independent Investment Managers
in the 1970’s, aware of the need for
proper regulation long before it became
headline news in later years.

John Martin Vanderlure Willmington
was born in 1945 and died on 11th
April, 2016, aged 70. He graduated
with a BA from what was then St
David’s College in 1969 [having been
educated as a contemporary of mine
at Maidstone Grammar School, Kent,
1957-1963 – ed.], went to St. Stephen’s
House, Oxford, to study for the
priesthood in that year, and then was
ordained Deacon in 1971 and Priest
in 1972.

Patrick married Maryla in 1962 and
they had two children, Caroline &
Jolyon. Patrick and Maryla were regular
attenders at Lampeter Reunions; he
had happy memories of his College
days, and they often stayed on to enjoy
time in the countryside and at the coast.
An able linguist, he spoke French,
German & Spanish, travelling
frequently on business to eastern
Europe in the Soviet era by car, as he
initially disliked flying. Only later, when
his business commitments took him to
North America, did he take a plane,
remarking with his usual dry humour :
“It’s too far to row!”
Patrick retired in 1990 and he and
Maryla moved to Painswick in
Gloucestershire, where his passion for
wildlife drew him to the local Field
Club and he took an active interest in
conservation. Opera, gardening and
travel remained interests throughout his
life. In his last 10 years, after Maryla’s
death, Patrick travelled the world,
making many long-distance trips.
Essentially a shy and private person,
Patrick will be remembered for his
clarity of thought, his dry wit and his
many interests, but above all as a muchloved family man. Our sympathies go to
his children and grandchildren.
Andrew Leach (1977)
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He was married to another of the first
group of women students who arrived
at Lampeter in 1965 – Sue Kenyon
Jones. He and Sue lived in the London
area as John held appointments there –
Curate at St Mary Abbots, Kensington
(1975-1983); Rector of Perivale (1983
–1991); and Vicar of Acton Green
(1991-2014). They had two children:
Eleanor and Henry. John retired in
2014, but sadly he and Sue had little
time to enjoy retirement as he died in
Hampton, Kingston-upon-Thames,
Surrey, in April, 2016. Sue still
lives in Chiswick.
Bill Fillery (1969) / John Loaring (1967)

REV. FRED SECOMBE
The Rev. Fred Secombe, the elder
brother of Sir Harry Secombe, was
born in Swansea and graduated from
St David’s College, Lampeter. His posts
included being Vicar of the parish
of Cockett, which included St Peter’s
Church, in his home town. He also
served at St Mary’s Church in Hanwell,
West London, and St Paul’s Cathedral
in London, and later moved to Cardiff.
He wrote ten light-hearted novels based
on his experiences as a Minister in
South Wales, including How Green was
my Curate, A Curate for all Seasons,
Goodbye Curate, Two Vandals and a
Wedding and Hello Vicar!

He was a founder member of Cockett
Amateur Operatic Society, originally
called Cockett Church Gilbert &
Sullivan Society, in 1962. He also
founded the Society’s Keys Club, a
gentleman’s supper club and was also
a witty after-dinner speaker. He died at
the age of 98 on 12 December, 2016.

Fred and Sir Harry Secombe – courtesy
of the South Wales Evening Post
Richard Fenwick writes: “I knew Fred
well, though I hadn’t seen him for a
couple of years. But he was a very
remarkable man - and in his way, much
more humorous than Harry. He was a
great guy - wonderful company. And
in many ways he was perhaps Harry’s
muse, as his elder brother. He had a
real love of zany humour - and you can
see that in many places in his books
- especially the first one, How Green
was my Curate. Although described
as “biographical novels”, in fact the
characters are very often recognisable
- as indeed are the locations, for his
first incumbency was at the parish of
Machen just up above Newport. He will
be sadly missed.”
South Wales Evening Post, 12
December, 2016, and Rt. Rev. Richard
Fenwick (1966)

OBITUARIAL NOTE – ‘DON’
OR ‘DONALD’ JONES?
As was reported about me by Barley
Evans in last Year’s Link Extra, I first met
Donald Jones at Michaelmas, 1961, when
we arrived to take up our appointments
as Assistant Lecturers at what was then St
David’s College. We formed an alliance
with Rhys Jones and Simon Evans and
our quartet continued to meet after I had
left Lampeter. I was eagerly anticipating
another meeting with Donald in ‘The
Mustard Seed’ – the restaurant that
succeeded ‘The Mile End’ – when I
received through The Link the news of
his sudden death. By that time he had
become a Don. I had written to ask how
that came about, and his reply gives some
idea of his character:
“Don or Donald?” I’m easy about either
being used. But you set me thinking as
to how the shorter version came in use.
Donald was invariably the name used by
my parents, indeed today it is still used
by my family. It is possible, I suppose,
that I myself encouraged the use of the
snappier name for it being better suited
to promote my public persona. But
that would presuppose that I was ever
conscious of having a public persona
or even aspired to having one. Neither
would be true. Accident rather than
design the more probable: an occasional
use of Don by some people eventually
becoming more common to the point
of my being in the habit of adopting it
myself. Inertia is the most likely reason
for the “name change”.
To conclude, I can but repeat what I have
said before - that Donald was one of my
first, best, and last academic friends who,
for over fifty years, was a remote but
reliable presence in my life.
James Ogden (Assistant Lecturer, SDC,
1961-3)

PROFESSOR CHARLES
THOMAS CBE DL DLITT
FSA FRHISTS FBA,
HONORARY FELLOW OF
SDUC, LAMPETER
“Charles Thomas, who has died aged
87, was an outstanding scholar of early
Britain with an international reputation.
He researched and published widely
about Cornwall, its local history, its
archaeology and religion, its language,
dialect, customs, folklore and humour,
its art and artists, its military history and
its relationship with other Celtic nations.
He was also a nonconformist in every
sense: a committed Methodist and a
founding member of Mebyon Kernow,
the Cornish nationalist party.

Prof. Charles Thomas –
courtesy of The Guardian
Charles also more than did his stint
in public archaeology. He was a
Commissioner, and for a time acting
Chairman, of the Royal Commission on
the Historical Monuments of England;
he was president of the Council for
British Archaeology; and in Cornwall he
enjoyed being Deputy-Lieutenant and
was instrumental in setting up, and was
chairman of, the professional archaeological
service that in the 1980s became one of
the largest and most successful in the UK.
He was trustee and chairman of the Royal
Institution of Cornwall, which he served
for “42 years”. So ran part of Charles’
obituary in the Guardian of the 8th May
2016 –
https://www.theguardian.com/
science/2016/may/08/charles-thomasobituary.
However, many (most?) of you may not
have heard of Professor Charles Thomas,
or been aware of his connection with
Lampeter. In 1992 he had been appointed
Honorary Fellow of Saint David’s College,
a role that he took pride in and took very
seriously, given his interest in the panCeltic world.

My connection with Charles came,
sadly for me, very late in his life through
my appointment in early 2008 as a
temporarily-seconded librarian at the
Courtney Library of the Royal Institution
of Cornwall in Truro. I was there ‘on
loan’ from the Cornish Studies Library
in Redruth to help with several one-off
projects while the resident Archivist
Librarian (Angela) continued to provide
the normal service to library users. Charles
was Honorary Librarian at the time and
continued to fulfil that role until 2011. Our
paths did not cross until I had been there
for a short while and in the meantime
I had heard his name mentioned in
admiring, reverent tones by Angela, so
that I was suitably awed when at last we
met. I was only too aware that although I
was hopelessly out-gunned academically, I
was always treated as an equal by Charles,
which I found rather touching.
I cannot remember now how it came about
that he learned that I had studied at SDUC
Lampeter (as it was then) in the late 1970s.
He immediately began talking animatedly
about the College and I discovered that
in his position as an Honorary Fellow,
Charles was always keen to know what
was happening there between his visits.
Thereafter he would regularly ask me for
news of the place, particularly after I had
attended Reunions: what was happening
at the College? what was the atmosphere
among the lecturing staff like? “Yet”, it was
from Charles that I first learned of Tony
Brothers’ death within a short time of his
passing, rather than from my contacts in
Lampeter itself.
Julia and I attended a Memorial Service to
commemorate his life and work on 8 July,
2016, in Truro Cathedral, on a hot, sunny
Cornish afternoon that Charles would have
loved. However, I was disappointed to see
that the authorities at University of Wales
Trinity St. David did not note his passing
on their Website, despite his being an
Honorary Fellow. I rather feel that Charles
was right when he used to say, during our
conversations about Lampeter, that things
had changed - and not for the better. RIP
Charles, sleep well, and I will quote in
closing a Celtic Benediction that I am sure
you will have known well:
Deep peace of the Running Wave to you.
Deep peace of the Flowing Air to you.
Deep peace of the Quiet Earth to you.
Deep peace of the Shining Stars to you.
Deep peace of the Son of Peace to you.
Steve Jenkins (1979)
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NOSTALGIA
Contributions to this section in future editions will be very
welcome! - ed. MEMORABILIA FROM 1983
Rag Mug, 1983
At least four of these sheep Rag Mugs have been located in
attics and cupboards by the hoarders amongst us!
Helen MacFarlane (1985)

DATES FOR DIARIES, 2017
Lampeter Society London Branch Annual Dinner
The Lampeter Society Reunion			

28 April
14-16 July

REQUEST FOR COPY FOR FUTURE EDITIONS OF THE LINK AND LINK EXTRA
The deadlines below will, I am afraid, have to be rigidly adhered to:
* Link Extra, 2017			
* The Link, 2018			
* Link Extra, 2018			

Friday, 12 May, 2017
Friday, 12 January, 2018
Friday, 11 May, 2018

MEMBERSHIP OF THE LAMPETER SOCIETY BUSINESS COMMITTEE
Chair: 			
Peter Bosley (1967; 1977)
Vice Chair: 			
Vacancy - volunteers please step forward
Treasurer: 			
Andrew Leach (1977)
Secretary: 			
John Morrison Wells (1965)
Editor of the Link: 			
Adrian Gaunt (1966).
			
[Temporary! – volunteers please step forward!]
London Convenor: 			
Richard Haslam (1994)
Lampeter Liaison: 			
Bill Fillery (1969)
Swansea Liaison: 			
Steffan ap-Dafydd (1976; 1991)

As you can see from the above list, we
would love to have further volunteers to
share the work (and to lower the
average age!) We meet three or four
times a year, usually in Newport, and
generally on Saturdays to enable those
still working to attend.
If you have any general queries about
the Society, please write to us at:
lampetersociety@gmail.com
Peter Bosley (1967; 1977)
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THANK YOU
My grateful thanks to all the contributors to this (my first
and only!) edition of The Link – and for everyone adhering
to the copy deadline; to our Chair, Peter Bosley, for all his
encouragement - having persuaded me to agree to be Editor
for a year (!); and not least to Frances ‘Pushka’ Evans, for all her
support to this rookie editor!
I am now looking for items for this Summer’s Link Extra – please
contribute generously by the absolute deadline - Friday 12 May!
Adrian Gaunt (1966)

THE LINK
EXTRA

The newsletter of the
Lampeter Society/Cymdeithas Llambed

2016

The new Rowland Williams memorial

O

n the 23rd March 2016, UWTSD Lampeter
celebrated the 150th anniversary of rugby in
Lampeter, the birthplace of rugby in Wales, and
paid homage to the Rev Rowland Williams , former VicePrincipal and Professor of Hebrew, who was responsible for
introducing the game of rugby football to the students of
SDC Lampeter .

story and the Academicals ran out eventual winners, the final
score being 26-61.

The day kicked-off with something that Rowland Williams
would have found difficult to believe: a game between the
College Women’s XV and Lampeter Town Women’s XV. On
this occasion the Town Women won a narrow victory in a
hard-fought game.

In the evening the celebrations continued with the unveiling
of the memorial to Rowland Williams by the great Wales
and British Lions outside-half, Barry John. It was fitting that
Barry should unveil the memorial for not only is he an alumni
of UWTSD Carmarthen but he also played for the Welsh
International side against the College XV in the 1966 Centenary
Match. Incidentally, Barry also played against the College the
following year in the annual Cwmann Casuals game.

There followed the launch of the book ‘The Fighting Parsons’
written by Selwyn Walters and which traces the role of SDC
Lampeter in the early development of rugby football in
Wales. (Copies of this excellent little book are still available,
price £9.99 from the College).
In the afternoon a UWTSD XV took on the might of the
Welsh Academicals XV. The Academicals fielded a very
strong team including a number of current Welsh U-20
players. The Academicals were surprised to find themselves
trailing by 26-19 at half-time; but unfortunately for the
College team the second half was a completely different

It was a good afternoon of rugby with the only sad factor being
that the games took place on the Town rugby field rather than
the College field owing to the dilapidated state of the pavilion
and the poor state of the College pitch.

There followed a ceremony in the old dining hall in which
Barry John was awarded an Honorary Fellowship of UWTSD.
The day was rounded off with a dinner in the Lloyd Thomas
Refectory in which speakers, too numerous to mention, paid
tribute to Rowland Williams, St David’s College, Lampeter and
the game of rugby football. In time-honoured fashion, drinking
and reminiscing carried on into the early hours.
John Loaring (Grad. 1967) ✿
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DAVID WALFORD MEMORIAL SERVICE

O

n the 5th March 2016 a memorial event was held in the
Old Hall for David Walford (1937-2015). The flag on the
tower (in which David lived for a number of years) flew at
half-mast. David came to Lampeter in 1963 and taught Philosophy
continuously (and beyond formal retirement) until 2014. As his
colleague David Cockburn who led the proceedings commented,
there have been few, if any, others who have amassed 50 years
of teaching in the college. The event included a short biography
of David, reminiscences and tributes from former colleagues and
students, readings of texts closely connected to David’s work,
and a number of pieces of music of which David was fond (by
Monteverdi, Bach, Haydn, Gluck). People came from afar afield as
Turkey and British Columbia.
David was one of those academics who published little in his own
voice during his career, although he produced numerous translations
of philosophical works from German, most notably the inaugural
volume of the prestigious ‘Cambridge Edition of the Works of
Immanuel Kant’. His impact was as a teacher rather than an author.
How impressive a teacher he was vividly illustrated at the event by
the coming together of students spanning several decades, all intent
on acknowledging the impact he had made on them.
Dr John Sellars

GEORGE REPATH – VICAR OF BRAY

G

eorge Repath was a student at St David’s College
(as it then was) in 1960s; apparently well-remembered as
a very keen sportsman. Mid-course he change from the
main College to Burgess Hall, heading for ordination.
Intriguingly, in due course he actually became the Vicar of Bray
(the parish renowned in the satirical English folk-song). St
Michael’s Church, Bray, dates from the 13th century and he became
its 47thvicar in 1985. He remained Vicar of Bray St Michael with
Braywoodside until 2007, when he retired. Lampeter Society
Local Liaison Officer Bill Fillery mentions that recently an elderly
parishioner had remarked to him how much she had appreciated
Revd. Repath’s pastoral care.
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I

IAN "BIRTY" BIRTWISTLE
t was with great sadness that we learned of the untimely death
at the age of 70 of Ian "Birty" Birtwistle on March 19th. Ian died
at home, very suddenly. His wife, Elaine, was with him.

Ian and I went through Accrington Grammar School together, before
our years in Lampeter. We both graduated in 1967 – Ian took Honours
English.
SDC cricketers and footballers of the 1963-67 vintage will remember
Ian with great affection. As a medium pace swing bowler he played a
key role in St David's reaching the '64 Welsh Universities final. During
his time at Lampeter Ian took well over 100 wickets---legendary stuff.
John Wolfe was captain of cricket at the time. “I had the privilege of
skippering Ian, and he gave his all for the cause come rain or shine –
and being Lampeter, it was mainly rain. Ian got shedloads of wickets.
There were not many stumpings – our keepers weren’t good enough!
Most dismissals were bowled off stump (played down the wrong line),
caught at slip (nearly played down the right line), and caught extra
cover (driving at the apparent half-volley that was never quite there).
Birty was generally pretty relaxed about life in general but he could
get roused if something was not up to his expectations with cricket.
There was a feisty, competitive streak in him – possibly something to
do with the mop of red hair he sported in those days.
I still recall getting on the wrong side of him once. It was during
an evening game against Morris Motors in Llanelli. They had a
decent group of players, some of whom had been in and around the
Glamorgan 2nd team. Birty couldn’t wait to get the ball in his hand.
However, there was a gale blowing down the pitch, and I asked Ian
to bowl into it. He didn’t refuse, he never would, but several of our
players told me that steam was coming out of his ears. He took 7-19,
so I thought he would be happy to talk to me between innings. ‘Well
bowled, Birty’ was my overture. ‘If I’d bowled downwind I’d have
taken all f……. 10!’ was his response.”
Ian was also a part of the St David's football team which went a season
unbeaten to win the Cardiganshire League title in 1963/64. A tribute
display of this team's success can be found in the University library.
Ian was a classy midfielder, a great passer of the ball.

Richard Fenwick, Bishop of St Helena, recalls ‘George… had a
lot of "political" common sense, which enabled him to do some
very good work in the very demanding parishes where he served.
Again, he had a good brain, and completed a Master's at Oxford in
the mid 90's.’ He goes on to remark that George ‘was never one to
be taken for granted. When he moved to Bray, the Vicarage was a
wonderful house with about 100 feet of absolutely prime Thames
frontage. His back garden included the riverbank itself. Of course,
the Diocese, realising the commercial value of the property, told
George that he would have to move in a few months to a more
"convenient" house the other side of the parish. I would love to
have been a fly on the wall of the Diocesan Office when George's
letter politely informed them all where to go, and exactly how fast
to proceed there! I suspect that there was also a fair bit more plain
speaking as was George's gift.’

He will be fondly remembered by members of Accrington Cricket
Club and by several Lancashire League --- and England --- stalwarts.
Birty played for Accrington until his early 50s and took over 1,000
wickets for the club. The club captain recalls “The big question that
everyone always asked about Birty was ‘what was the secret of his
bowling?’ Every opposition batsman wanted to know. Every captain
told us stories of batting pros sitting in the dressing room and seeing
Birtie (slow-moving, bald, getting on a bit) come on to bowl. Their
eyes would light up and they would immediately want to be next man
in regardless of batting order. Despite dire warnings they would come
dancing down the wicket only to be ‘castled’, stumped or caught in the
deep.” He was a legend!

The Revd. George Repath died on 18th February this year, aged 72.

K.B.A.

My crown green bowls partner will be sadly missed. Our thoughts and
prayers are with Elaine and Ian's son, Steven.
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DON JONES 1933-2016

am sure that many, like me, were saddened to hear of the
death, earlier this year, of Don Jones following heart surgery
from which he did not fully recover. I would like to thank
everyone who has sent me their memories and thoughts of him.
Don arrived in Lampeter in 1961 as an assistant lecturer directly
from Cardiff University where he was one of the Professor of
History’s star pupils. He was the first of a batch of extra lecturers
appointed, following lengthy negotiations with the University
Grants Committee, when it was agreed to fund what was then
known as St David’s College.
James Ogden recalls arriving in Lampeter, also as an assistant
lecturer, at the same time as Don. They had adjacent rooms in
the old Canterbury Building James says: “I believe he at first
regarded me with suspicion: I was an Englishman from the oldfashioned universities of Durham and Oxford, he a Welshman
from … progressive Cardiff. However they soon and formed what
they called “the Jones-Ogden entente” as a supportive alliance
against what James described as the somewhat reactionary powers
that seemed to rule the College in those days. They would meet
for lunch in the “Mile End” in College Street, avoiding “the
piece of cod which passeth all understanding” in the College
refectory. They stood for higher academic standards, co-education
[controversial, in those days of the all-male St David’s College.
Ed.] and scholarship.”
All those who had the very good fortune to be taught by Don hardly
need me to say what a star performer he was and the affection and
esteem in which he was held. Don was a consummate and gifted
teacher and more than one person has made mention of his clarity
and ability to get his students to think analytically. He had a great
sense of humour which, on occasion, could be outrageous.

Fred White (grad. 1981) remembers that Don’s lectures “were always
packed…” and recalls, too, his kindness: “I could not be in College
when the degree results were posted, because of family circumstances.
Don knew of this and rang me with the results.”
Richard Fenwick declares that Don “was one of the best lecturers I
was ever fortunate to study under (in Lampeter and then in Cambridge
after that).”
James Ogden asks to publish his view that Don was one of the best
colleagues he ever had in a long academic career and that “Donald
was one of my first, best and last academic friends. For over fifty
years he was a remote but reliable presence in my life.”
John Morrison-Wells says that he was “an inspiring teacher and a
solid and uncomplicated friend”.
Jonathan Hughes (grad. 1966), says “…truly, Don Jones was a
member of a department that was fully committed to its undergraduate
teaching, even at the expense of its members’ own careers”.
One could fill a whole “Link” and more with memories of Don. He
touched everyone who had the great good fortune to know and be
taught by him.
For me, Don was not only a lecturer but, as with many, a friend at
College and it was a friendship that continued to the very end. It was
always a pleasure when, on return visits to Lampeter, meeting up with
Don for a drink or a meal. He will be missed by many but certainly
not forgotten.
Mike (Barley) Evans; grad. 1974 ✿

Richard Fenwick (grad. 1966), now Bishop of St Helena, recalls his
commenting on the death of Edward II by means of a red-hot poker.
Richard says that he paused for a moment, to gather maximum
effect, and then proclaimed theatrically, “this will go down in the
anals of history!” In rather similar vein, John Morrison-Wells (grad.
1965) points out that Don’s “theories concerning the virginity of
Queen Elizabeth I were original for those days…”
I must sadly admit that, as an undergraduate, I quite often skipped
lectures for one reason or another. Not so with Don; he was an
inspirational lecturer and was the only one who could get me out
of bed and into a nine o’clock lecture. Others who wrote to me
also mentioned his ability to fill a lecture room at nine o’clock on a
Monday morning or four o’clock on a Friday.
David Jones, who graduated in 1966, said that his abiding memory
of Don was of his voice, “a rich baritone, resonant and sonorous.
It made you want to listen, indeed it compelled you to listen, to
whatever he had to say about any facet of medieval history”.
Bob Fonow recalls Don as “the first person in the History
Department I met in the summer… of 1975… while looking for a
place to study after leaving the US Air Force… He helped guide my
application into the Department for 1976.”
Chris Staples (grad. 1962) mentions that Don “was largely
responsible for the students organising a History Society” (with
John Morgan-Guy) and that he considers himself “privileged
indeed to have known him…”

Don Jones (picture by Howell Harris)

A FAREWELL
After 16 years, it’s time for us to step down
and invite fresh blood to take on the task of
running the Link. With best wishes to our
readers, we are now signing off –
Pushka Evans (1974) and Mick Manson
(1976) ✿
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RODERIC BOWEN RESEARCH CENTRE
UPDATE

W

E ARE VERY GRATEFUL TO THE LAMPETER
SOCIETY for the annual grant of £1000 to the RBRC.
This year the grant has financed the conservation of 78
early printed books, including a set of text books bound in Oxford
in the 1540s that were reinforced using vellum from discarded
thirteenth and fourteenth century manuscripts (see photograph).
Original bindings such as these are
unique and each provides evidence of artistic, cultural and social
history.
In addition to conservation work, next year the RBRC is hoping
to acquire a hand printing press, type and bindery equipment so
that we can operate a small print shop and bindery in order to offer
opportunities for students, alumni and members of the public to
learn more about the processes involved in book production. We
are hopeful that the Lampeter Society will lend its support to this
exciting new venture. For further information please contact
the Roderic Bowen Research Centre (RodericBowenLibrary@
uwtsd.ac.uk

David added that “ we hugely enjoyed the unstinting Granada
hospitality, and on several occasions. Doug Terry, the series
producer was a very jovial presence in the pub that served as
the ‘green room’, as was Bamber Casgoigne himself, a lovely
man who entertained us and showed an authentic interest in us
and in Lampeter – even on the occasion we had shown his old
college the door, as it were.”
Pushka Evans (grad. 1974) ✿

PROFESSOR DANNY DAWSON
– A FURTHER TRIBUTE

T

he item by Roger Brown, about History Professor
Danny Dawson (originally issued on page 3 of the 2014
Link Extra, re-printed on page 21 of Link 2016) was
itself a follow-up of an earlier ‘Reminiscences’ article by Chris
Staples. Roger’s piece, in which he mentions Eric Morris as
the history student (and later, military historian) who used to
help the disabled Professor to and from his lectures, elicited the
following touching tribute to Professor Dawson:
“I am the Eric Morris who used to collect Professor Dawson to
and from his classes. Professor Danny had a profound influence
on my professional life and encouraged my interest in Military
History. This resulted in publications and appointments in the
field at Liverpool University and the Royal Military Academy
Sandhurst.
Later in my life I was appointed as a military history mentor
to both NATO High Command and Headquarters Allied Rapid
Reaction Corps in Germany. Both allowed me the opportunity
to lead what the military called battlefield rides, for the
most part on the Italian Campaign. Without Danny’s initial
encouragement I doubt if those opportunities would have come
my way.”

UNIVERSITY CHALLENGE RECALLED

F

ollowing the UC article in Link 2016, we received
some further enlightening correspondence, from Bob Bird
and David Jones..
Bob Bird (grad. 1971) wrote regarding the 1967 St David’s
College team’s University Challenge campaign and told us what
one of their opponents recalled some years afterwards:
“I can still remember the name of the captain of St David’s,
Lampeter, a theological college in North Wales for heaven’s sake
[Note: a common misconception! Ed], which trounced us in the
very first round and demolished the complacent Balliol myth of
‘effortless superiority.’”
Apparently Bob came across this gem in Christopher Hitchens’
2010 book Hitch-22. (London: Atlantic Books, p.93.)
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David Jones (grad. 1966) also contacted us in connection with
1960s UC campaign led by Harvey Cox. David is the ‘Dave
Jones’ noted as the reserve in this competition [The Link, LXIX,
p10]. To fill in the Gownsman-gap mentioned in the Link
article, (the mysteriously missing 12/2 edition), David explains
that following the win against Corpus, the SDC team took on
Bamber Cascoigne’s alma mater, Magdalene College, Cambridge
– a foursome that included the young, extremely handsome and
already married John Simpson of BBC Foreign Correspondent
fame. And beat them!
But next came the formidable Oriel College, Oxford team, and
they were Lampeter’s undoing. David believes that this team was
the eventual winner of the competition. (He checked the Wiki
entry for UC and this confirms that Oriel did win in 1966.)

Helen Macfarlane kindly sent this image
(provided by Carole Boyce) of the front cover of
1983’s Lampeter Rag magazine.

LAMPETER SOCIETY 		
REUNION 2017
DRAFT PROGRAMME
MAIN EVENTS

This is intended to be a relaxing, informal and enjoyable weekend for
catching up with old friends and meeting new people. The programme is
completely flexible and you can choose as many or as few of the events listed
below as you like - everything is voluntary. You are, of course, welcome to
bring along other family members or friends.

Friday 14 July
3.00 pm – 5.00 pm: Registration in the Cloisters of the
St David’s Building. Thereafter keys can be collected
from Reception.
4.30 pm: Get-together in Room 1822, outside the Lloyd
Thomas Dining Hall.
5.20 pm: Talk - Mike Walker, Emeritus Professor of
Quaternary Science, University of Wales, Lampeter /
Honorary Professor Aberystwyth University: Update –
Aberystwyth to Carmarthen Railway (venue TBA)
6.00 pm: Reception in the Cloisters of St. David’s Building,
with drinks and canapés.
7.00 pm: Informal dinner in the Lloyd Thomas Dining Hall.

Saturday 15 July
8.00 am: Breakfast in the Lloyd Thomas Dining Hall.
10.00 am: Lampeter Society Annual Commemoration
Service in the Chapel (if you wish to maintain the tradition
of wearing academic dress, please do so). The sermon will be
given by (preacher to be announced).
11.15 am: Coffee, tea and biscuits in the foyer of the Cliff
Tucker Lecture Theatre.
11.30 am: Annual General Meeting of the Lampeter Society,
Cliff Tucker Lecture Theatre. There will be updates from
UWTSD about the campus, academic programme etc.
1.00 pm: Informal lunch in the Lloyd Thomas Dining Hall.
7.00 pm: Pre-dinner drinks reception (venue to be
announced). Wine for the reunion dinner will be available
for purchase. Raffle tickets will be on sale @ £1 each, with
all proceeds going to Lampeter Society funds.

GUEST SPEAKER - Karl McCartney JP MP (Lincoln) –
grad. 1992. Smart casual wear please (but dressing more
formally is perfectly acceptable if you wish!) After the
dinner, the Students’ Union will be open until late.
This year, when you arrive at the College and come to collect
your keys outside reception, the table plan for the meal will
be available. Please ensure you sign up for a table before
you leave the area. This will give the catering staff more
preparation time.

Sunday 16 July
8.00 am: Breakfast in Lloyd Thomas Dining Hall – for those
who can drag themselves out of bed in time...
12.30 pm: Sunday lunch in Lloyd Thomas Dining Hall and
farewells until 2018.
ALSO….in keeping with Lampeter’s proud Christian
traditions, other services (optional) will be taking place in St
David’s University Chapel during the Reunion weekend –
all are welcome.

PROGRAMME OF OPTIONAL CHAPEL SERVICES
(St David’s Building)
Friday, 14 July
5.00 pm: Evensong
Saturday, 15 July
8.00 am: Bilingual Holy
			
Communion Service
4.30 pm: Roman Catholic Mass with
			
Fr. John Pascoe (grad. 1967)
5.30 pm: Evensong
PROGRAMME OF EXTRA ACTIVITIES
Saturday, 15 July

7.30 pm: Reunion Dinner. The venue will be the Lloyd
Thomas Dining Hall or the Arts Block.
		
NOTE: All Lampeter graduates and staff are automatically members of the
Lampeter Society. However, please consider subscribing to the Society if you
do not already do so – see the mandate on page 28 Subscribing members will
receive a hard copy of the Society’s Newsletter, The Link.

Possible afternoon outing to be
confirmed.
2.30 pm: Croquet on the lawn 		
outside St David’s Building, as ever
under the benign and skilful
guidance of Bill Fillery (1969).
4.00 pm – 5.00 pm: Strawberry tea
in the cloisters, St David’s Building.
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FFURFLEN ARCHEB
YR UN PRIS AM BEDWAREDD FLWYDDYN !

Nodwch isod (a danfon at Elin Lloyd Williams yn y Coleg)
a) nifer y lleoedd a ddymunwch am weithgareddau NEU’r Sylfaen NEU’r Aduniad Llawn
b) unrhyw ofynion arbennig – fel anghenion bwyd NEU breswyl ychwanegol (@£38 y nos Gwely a Brecwast)
NEU os oes arnoch anabledd ag angen ystafell lawr llawr.

Prydau/Preswyl

£ y pen

Gwely a Brecwast: Gwener 14 Gorffennaf 2017

38

Gwely a Brecwast: Sadwrn 15 Gorffennaf 2017

38

Derbyniad (Gwener)

Free

Cinio (Gwener)

13

Byrbryd (Sadwrn)

9

Derbyniad a Chinio’r Aduniad (Sadwrn)

27

Tê a Mefys

Free

Byrbryd (Sul)

9

Aduniad Llawn (Gwely a Brecwast Gwener i Sul + popeth)

134

Aduniad Sylfaenol (Gwely a Brecwast Gwener i Sul + Cionio’r Aduniad)

103

Nifer

GOFYNIAD ARBENNIG:
CYFANSWM
Rydym yn bwriadu cynnig rhestr o bawb sy’n bresennol i bawb yn yr Aduniad.
Ticiwch yma os NA FYNNWCH i’ch manylion gael eu cynnwys.
Enw: _________________________________________________________________________________________________
Blwyddyn Graddio (os yn addas): ___________________________________________________________________________
Cyfeiriad: _____________________________________________________________________________________________
Enw(au) of gwestai:______________________________________________________________________________________
☐ Talaf drwy drosiad banc (BACS) – i enw cyfrif Prifysgol Cymru Y Drindod Dewi Sant;
cȏd trefn 20-18-41; rhif cyfrif 30959693; cyfeirnod “Aduniad Cymdeithas Llambed – [fy enw]
NEU
☐ Rwy’n cynnwys siec am £ ________ yn daladwy i Brifysgol Cymru Y Drindod Dewi Sant.
Dychweler erbyn Dydd Gwener 16 Mehefin fan bellaf i:
Elin Lloyd Williams,
Prifysgol Cymru Y Drindod Dewi Sant,
Llanbedr-Pont-Steffan, Ceredigion SA48 7ED
Os yn archebu’r Ginio, cwblhewch y ffurflen drosodd, os gwelwch yn dda.
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					BOOKING FORM
						

PRICES HELD FOR A FOURTH YEAR !

Please indicate below (and send to Elin Lloyd Williams at the College)
a) the number of places you require for selected events OR the Core OR the Full Reunion
b) any special requests – such as dietary needs OR extra accommodation (@£38 per night B&B) OR if you have a disability
requiring ground-floor accommodation.

Meals/accommodation

£ per head

Bed & Breakfast: Friday 14 July 2017

38

Bed & Breakfast: Saturday 15 July 2017

38

Reception (Friday)

Free

Dinner (Friday)

13

Lunch (Saturday)

9

Reunion Dinner and Reception (Saturday)

27

Strawberry Tea

Free

Lunch (Sunday)

9

Full Reunion (B & B Fri to Sun + all events)

134

Core Reunion (B & B Fri to Sun + Reunion dinner)

103

No. of places

SPECIAL REQUESTS:
TOTAL COST
We propose to issue participants with a list of those attending this Reunion.
Please tick here if you do NOT wish your details to be included.
Name: _______________________________________________________________________________________________
Year of Graduation (if applicable):

________________________________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________________
Name(s) of guests: ______________________________________________________________________________________
☐ I will make payment by bank transfer (BACS) – to account name University of Wales Trinity St. David;
sort code 20-18-41; account number 30959693; reference “Lampeter Society Reunion – [my name]
OR
☐ I enclose a cheque for £ ________ payable to University of Wales Trinity Saint David.
Please return by Friday 16 June at the latest to:
Elin Lloyd Williams,
University of Wales Trinity Saint David,
Lampeter, Ceredigion SA48 7ED
If booking the Dinner please also complete and attach the Menu form overleaf.
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REUNION DINNER 			
2017 MENU CHOICES
Name: ______________________________________________________________________________________________
Number in party (this will help us create the table plan):____________________________________________________
Please choose one option for each course per person by indicating the number in the box.

Starters
Homemade carrot and ginger soup (V)
Prawn, crayfish and rocket salad, with a lime Marie Rose sauce and toasted ciabatta.
Main Courses
Steamed cod fillet, with minted peas and bacon. Served with a butter sauce.
Stuffed breast of chicken with leeks and Welsh cheese. Served with a white wine and
spinach sauce.
Stuffed aubergine roll, with roasted vegetables, walnuts and a tomato sauce. (V)
Sweets
Homemade chocolate and Bailey’s cheesecake
Sticky toffee pudding and toffee sauce
Fresh ‘fruits of the season’ salad with ice cream
Freshly brewed tea or coffee with After Dinner Mints

Please note any special dietary requirements: _______________________________________________
Name ______________________________________________________________________________
Address _____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
Telephone number ____________________________________________________________________
E-mail address _______________________________________________________________________
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Quantity

CHANGE OF ADDRESS
NEWID CYFEIRIAD
To help us maintain the accuracy of our records, please keep this
form until required and, when you change your address, return it to:
Emma Evans
University of Wales Trinity Saint David, Lampeter Campus
SA48 7ED UK.
Phone: (01570) 424891 E-mail: e.evans@uwtsd.ac.uk
Name: _____________________________________________________________________________________
Year of graduation: ______________________________________________________________________
Old address: ______________________________________________________________________________
New address: _____________________________________________________________________________
Post Code: ________________________________________________________________________________
Email address: ___________________________________________________________________________
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LAMPETER SOCIETY
STANDING ORDER
MANDATE
To the Manager
(your bank)
Address of Bank

Post Code
Sort Code
Account Number
Account Name
Please pay the University of Wales Trinity Saint David the sum of £ ………………….......................
(The minimum recommended payment is £10, but if you wish to be more generous this would be
gratefully received.)
Date of first payment: ………………….................................................................................................
Please allow four weeks from return of the form to the start date of your standing order.
Date of subsequent payments: 1 March annually
Signed
Date
For Bank Use: University of Wales Trinity Saint David, c/o Barclays Bank, Harford Square,
Lampeter, Ceredigion SA48 7HF (Sort code: 20-18-41; Account number: 30959693)
Reference: The Lampeter Society – [your name]
giftaid it

P. T. O.

Additional Information for Lampeter Society records:
Name
Telephone
Email
Graduation Year
Profession/Occupation
Please return this form to: The Alumni Office, University of Wales Trinity Saint David,
College Street, Lampeter, SA48 7ED UK.
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LAMPETER SOCIETY LONDON
BRANCH – ANNUAL DINNER 2017
Dear Lampeterian,
I should like to invite you to the Annual Dinner of the London Branch of the Lampeter Society. This event is open to all
alumni, their friends, partners or anyone who feels an affinity with Lampeter. The dinner will be held at the National Liberal
Club, Whitehall Place, London, SW1A 2HE, on the slightly earlier-than-usual date of Friday, 28 April, 2017. Please aim to
arrive by 7pm to commence dinner at 7.30pm.
As usual, it is a little early to confirm who will address the dinner but I am confident that, as in years past, an excellent
candidate will step forward to entertain and enlighten us. Also, as the catering manager selects fresh produce, the menu is also
yet to be confirmed but a previous menu is below as an indicator of what to expect:

Cream of Soup of the Day
Roast Demi-Poussin with Herb Chipolatas and a Tarragon Jus with Seasonal Vegetables and Potatoes
Profiteroles with Chocolate Sauce
Coffee and Mints
A vegetarian option is also available. Please indicate this preference on the booking form below. Also, should you have any other
specific dietary requirements, these can be accommodated if you let me know in advance.
The cost will, as in previous years, be £33, which I think represents excellent value for a Central London venue of this quality.
Wine and other drinks can be purchased with cash on the night.
If you would like to attend, please return the booking form below along with a cheque (made payable to Richard Haslam)
to the address indicated. Unfortunately, places for the dinner are limited and so in order to confirm with the Club in
sufficient time, I should be grateful if all cheques could be sent to me by Friday, 21 April, 2017. If you do not have access to a
chequebook, please contact me and we can arrange payment by bank transfer.
The regulations of the National Liberal Club require that gentlemen wear a lounge suit or similarly-tailored jacket, collared
shirt and tie. (Jeans or trainers are not permitted). Ladies should be dressed in a similarly smart manner.
Please send all cheques and correspondence to: Richard Haslam, 29 Gilbert Street, Enfield, EN3 6PD, or correspondence by
email to rhaslam@hotmail.com
Should you be unable to attend the dinner on this occasion but would like to be kept informed of future events, please contact
me so that we are able to keep a record of those interested in the Lampeter Society’s activities. If you know of anyone who may
be interested, please pass on this information and encourage them to contact me. Further information is also available on the
alumni pages on the University’s website, various Facebook groups and a number of message boards and blogs. Do look us up!
Yours sincerely
Richard Haslam
Convener, London Branch (1994)

Booking Form – please complete and return to Richard Haslam, 29 Gilbert Street, Enfield, EN3 6PD
Name & address or email for confirmation:____________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Please reserve me ______ places at £33 each. I enclose a total payment of £________ made payable to Richard Haslam.
Name of guest/s if applicable _____________________________________________________________________________
Please indicate here ___________ if your preference is for the vegetarian option, or indicate below if you have any other
specific dietary preference or any other requirements.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
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CHARITY GIFT AID
DECLARATION
Giftaid it! Boost your donation by 25p of Gift Aid for every £1 you donate.
Gift Aid is reclaimed by UWTSD Lampeter Society from the tax you pay for the current tax year.
Your address is needed to identify you as a current UK taxpayer.
Please treat as Gift Aid donations all qualifying gifts of money I have made to UWTSD
Lampeter Society in the last four years (prior to this year) and treat all future subscriptions as Gift
Aid donations.
I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax than
the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations in that tax year, it is my responsibility to pay
any difference.

Signature __________________________________

Date ________________________________

Member’s details :
Title ____________________

First name or initial(s)______________________________________

Surname_____________________________________________________________________________
		
Full Home address _____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________

Postcode __________________________________________

Please notify UWTSD Lampeter Society if you:
• wish to cancel this declaration
• change your name or home address
• no longer pay sufficient tax on your income and/or capital gains
If you pay Income Tax at the higher or additional rate and want to receive the additional tax relief due to
you, you must include all your Gift Aid donations on your Self-Assessment tax return or ask HM Revenue
and Customs to adjust your tax code.
EXISTING SUBSCRIBERS PLEASE NOTE: YOU NEED TO COMPLETE A NEW MANDATE
FORM BEFORE THE SOCIETY CAN CLAIM GIFT AID ON YOUR SUBSCRIPTIONS.
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